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Our 2019 Convention Car finds a home north 

of the border in Waubausheen Ontario, Canada. Pic-

tured here is 50 foot Tidewater Southern boxcar #519 

crossing a C&O trestle on the layout of John Brown 

MMR. Mr. Brown penned an article in the May 2019 

NMRA Magazine about rebuilding the undercarriages 

of wood-sided C&O box cars (see below). Both photos by 

John Brown MMR. 

 

In his article, Mr. Brown noted he had an affinity for commemora-

tive cars from Divisional and Regional NMRA events - especially 

cars from the mid 1950s. Well, the article did not escape the atten-

tion of one of the Diamond Rails Forever committee members and 

he contacted Mr. Brown through his division superintendent by 

searching for Brown’s name in the list of Master Model Railroaders 

on the NMRA website. Sure enough, Mr. Brown got back to the 

committee and expressed interest in such a car. They were able to 

ship one of the cars to Mr. Brown’s friend in Southern California and the friend delivered the car on a subsequent trip to the 

northeast for a model railroad function.. So here we have two photos, of two separate issues of commemorative cars, both 

from the mid - 1950s, on the same trestle.  

Amazing! 

 

Speaking Of Convention Cars, 

the 2020 Clear To The Coast convention in 

Concord, CA will feature a wood-sided 

Sacramento Northern boxcar of a similar 

vintage. Perhaps John Brown will want one 

of these, too….. 

 
Be sure to see the latest update on  Clear To The Coast beginning on page 11. You can also find a convention registration 

form on page 13 For full details to date, visit the convention website at http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2020/index.html . 

While you’re there, you can follow the Company Store” tab and order your own Sacramento Northern boxcar or box-
cars. How convenient! 
 

Model Railroading is Alive and Well on the Central Coast  
by Neil Fernbaugh 

The Central Coast Railroad Festival on October 4th through 6th showcases the incredi-

ble diversity of Railroading and modeling opportunities between 
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See “Central Coast” page 9 
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The Official Publication of the 
Pacific Coast Region/ National 

Model Railroad Association  
 

Vol. 76, No. 4    4th Qtr, 2019  
 

The Branch Line is published quarterly 
to inform members of Region activities 
and to provide educational articles for 
the advancement of railroad history and 
the art and science of model railroading. 
It is distr ibuted to members of the 
Pacif ic Coast Region .  Electronic ver-
sions are posted on the website, 
www.pcrnmra.org. 

 

Copyright 2018, Pacific Coast Region, 
National Model Railroad Association. Per-
mission to reprint granted to all affiliates of 
the NMRA. Others may request permis-
sion to reprint from the Editor: 

Chip Meriam 
2260 Cherry Glenn Court 
Chico, CA  95926 
Phone (530) 899-2609 

           e-mail: chipmeriam@comcast.net  
 

 

 

 

STATEMENT OF PUBLICATION 

The Branch Line (USPS 870060,  ISSN  
07449771), is issued four times a year in 
the months of January, April, July and 
October. Deadline for all materials is the 
first of the month preceding publication. 
No material wil l be returned unless 
requested and sufficient postage is pro-
vided. Membership in the PCR is included 
in NMRA dues. A subscription to the 
BRANCH LINE is $8.00. 

   

The BRANCH LINE is published 

by the Pacific Coast Region, 530 

Fig Tree Lane, Martinez, CA 

94553. 

 

 

Periodical Postage paid at Martinez, CA 
and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER : Send address 

changes to - BRANCH LINE, 

1915 William Drive, Penngrove, 

CA 94951. 

 

All comments about materials contained 
in the BRANCH LINE should be mailed 
directly to the PCR Publications Manager, 
1915 William Drive, Penngrove, CA 94951. 

Inquiries regarding membership applica-
tion, renewal, or change of address should 
be directed to the NMRA, P.O. Box 1328 
Soddy Daisy, TN 37384-1328. 
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Summer 2019 is now a memory 

and with it the NMRA National 

Convention in Salt Lake City, 

which I attended with an enthu-

siastic group of other PCR 

members. The hotel and confer-

ence facility were the best I’ve 

ever experienced at a National, 

and Salt Lake area modelers 

have some of the best home 

layouts in the country. Touring 

and seeing them was an abso-

lute pleasure. As usual, I at-

tended the National Board of 

Directors meeting and I am 

pleased to advise that the Board appointed me as Associate 

General Counsel (sort of assistant top lawyer), reporting to 

Robert Ambrose of St. Louis. The Board meeting was fairly 

quiet, but highlights included a fine presentation by Charlie 

Getz (PCR, San Carlos) on the design and ongoing installa-

tion of NMRA’s “Magic of Scale Modeling Exhibit” at the 

California State Railroad Museum in Sacramento. The design 

looks terrific and PCR members have played a leading role in 

bringing this exhibit to reality. Charlie and Bob Brown (PCR, 

Los Altos) have devoted countless hours while Frank Marko-

vich (PCR, Belmont) and Mike Blumensaadt (PCR, San 

Francisco) completed construction of a 4 1/2 foot by 12 foot 

HO scale operating demonstration layout. I had the privilege 

to see and photograph the layout at Mike’s home before its 

relocation to Sacramento and it effectively and beautifully 

shows how a layout is built from bench work to rough scen-

ery to finished details and running trains. Thanks everyone!  

The BOD also approved a $3 national dues increase, some-

thing that is never popular but unfortunately necessary every 

few years to cover inflation-driven costs. Dues have not in-

creased in several years while staff costs and other fixed costs 

have, so the BOD chose the minimum needed to cover these 

at federal government cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) 

rates. I hope you agree that NMRA continues to offer excel-

lent value for the services we have. If you’re concerned about 

the increase, refresh yourself on all NMRA’s membership 

services and benefits, which are summarized in almost every 

issue of the NMRA Magazine. 

Frank Markovich and I have completed conversational visits 

in Coast Division and Daylight Division, and look forward to 

visiting members in Redwood Empire Division (September 

28) and Sierra Division (to be scheduled). On June 29 we had 

a productive discussion in Daylight Division at the home of 

Chuck Harmon (Fresno)—thank you Chuck. A dozen mem-

bers heard our updates and provided ideas for improvements 

in PCR, one of which we immediately implemented—the 

“Ask an MMR” service. Send an e-mail to 

“askmmr@pcrnmra.org” with your private model railroading 

question and one of a panel of MMR® awardees will reply 

with advice or pointers. For questions you don’t want to post 

in a public forum or can’t bring to others at an in-person 

NMRA event, now you have help. Try it! 

Then on July 27 Bruce Morden (Santa Barbara) hosted me for 

a visit to Daylight’s quarterly event in Goleta. It was packed 

with clinics, a white elephant auction, and a layout tour which 

I really enjoyed. Santa Barbara area modelers are well con-

nected with and supportive of one another and the quality of 

layouts is very high. Frank and I look forward to talking to 

others of you at future events around PCR. 

Plans for future PCR and National events are looking great as 

well. The 2020 convention at Concord (April 29 to May 2) is 

in active planning and the hotel-conference facility is excel-

lent; if you can offer a clinic, open your layout or help with 

odd jobs during the convention, please contact the co-chairs 

now. The 2020 National convention at St. Louis is open for 

registration now and promises to be a strong event in a central 

location. The 2021 National convention is here in PCR at the 

Santa Clara Marriott Hotel from July 4 to 11. Having a Na-

tional in our back yard happens only about once a decade. 

National-level contest modeling, clinics, and the National 

Train Show, all in the Region, present an exceptional chance 

to see and learn about some of the finest modeling and prod-

ucts from around the world. PCR fully supports and is assist-

ing in planning this convention. The planning committee con-

tinues to solicit qualified volunteers. Working a National con-

vention is rewarding and an excellent way to connect with 

modelers at the top of the hobby. If you can assist, please get 

in touch with me or Ray De Blieck (Alameda). 

While I love reporting on national and regional news, the 

modeling you do at home and show to others, and the operat-

ing that you do at home or with others, or in support of events 

in your Division, continues to be the core of our success as a 

region. We exist as an association primarily to share models, 

layouts, knowledge and time with others, so please think 

about how you can assist your division, whether it’s bidding 

in or contributing to an auction, offering a clinic, hosting op-

erators, writing for your publication. Clinics or modeling 

show-and-tell don’t have to occur at a quarterly division 

event; consider inviting a bunch of members to your dining 

room, garage, basement or community room to show a new 

technique. Coast Division has done this successfully with 

events held in office conference rooms and school classrooms 

on weekends, with 10 to 20 members attending.  

Best wishes for a productive autumn of modeling, and if I can 

assist you with any aspect of NMRA, please contact me. The 

best way is e-mail:  cjpalermo1964@gmail.com. 

From The President 

By Chris Palermo 
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From the Vice President 

By Frank Markovich, Vice President, PCR/NMRA 

If you need or want to contact me it is best by email: 

frank@frankmarkovich.com.   

Chris Palermo and I visited the Daylight Division in July and 

met with a number of members.  We will be meeting with 

members of the Coast Division as this issue is being prepared 

for publication. 

I went to the NMRA National in Salt Lake City, Utah.  The 

PCR and Coast Division was well represented.  The hotel was 

excellent and the food was reasonable.  While I don’t remem-

ber everyone that was there here is a brief list:  Bob Ferguson, 

Darleen Ferguson, Earl Girbovan, Ray deBlieck, Stanley 

Keiser, Pat LaTorres, and a number of others.   

I attended a “Meet the President” clinic with Pete Magoun 

President of the NMRA, and have a few things to report from 

that clinic.  First, the Museum project is projected to be fully 

installed by sometime in October.  But parts will have been 

completed and installed before the National Narrow Gauge 

Convention in early September.  Of note is a discussion on a 

youth program.  The legal counsel has ruled that it is too risky 

for the NMRA to have a youth program given the current le-

gal issues. The NMRA does not have insurance for issues aris-

ing from a youth program.  The NMRA will continue working 

with the Boy Scouts as they have an excellent vetting system 

for leaders and workers.   

Most of the time at the convention was spent in clinics (at 

least for me).  I did ride the Heber Valley RR.  Beautiful scen-

ery on that ride.  I also attended the National Trade Show.  

There were some interesting items there.  Lots of new castings 

from various vendors and lots of new structure kits – mainly 

laser cut, along with many new diesel locomotives and rolling 

stock.  Of note was a barbed wire kit – for HO but I spoke 

with the developer and there could be O scale in the future – 

not cheap but very cool.  I can see clubs using it or individuals 

sharing it (does 38 linear feet).  Also a really cool fiber optics 

kit for providing light.  Magazines were all represented, MR, 

NGSL Gazette, Craftsman, N Scale, MRH. Some good dis-

counts on some of the books and magazines. 

I am in On3 and to be honest there wasn’t much in my main 

scale.  Richard Brennen (Coast Division Clinic Chairman) had 

a TT display at the train show that was very cool.  Also lots of 

‘N’ and ‘Z’ scale layouts.  I really like the idea of ‘Z’ but my 

70 year old eyes can’t see it that well.  I had to leave at just 

before noon and the line to get in was at least a couple of long 

blocks long.  Many people looking at model railroading.  I 

rode there and back on Salt Lake City’s excellent public trans-

it system (free to convention attendees).  The system is clean 

and easy to use. 

My wife, Susie, and I also did some non-rail activities includ-

ing going to the Family History Library.  It was a fantastic 

place and we started looking at our family history.  We were 

able to find some family pictures and some information on 

relatives.  This search is free!  Across the street is the Latter 

Day Saints Temple and grounds – also worth seeing.  On an-

other corner is City 

Creek Shopping 

Center. Neither 

Susie nor I are big shoppers, 

but a beautiful creek runs 

down the center of the shop-

ping center and the center has 

a good variety of shops.  We 

had lunch there the one day.  

Other outside events included 

the typical layout tours, the 

Promontory Point golden spike 

ceremony, tours of shops, a 

trip to Park City (we went 

there the day before the convention – worth going as it is 

beautiful!).  Lots and lots of operating opportunities.  Tour of 

Trax shops (light rail system), double decker tour of Salt Lake 

City and many others.  Many attended a rehearsal of the Mor-

mon Tabernacle Choir. 

Now to the clinics:  To start they were run exceptionally well.  

None of the clinics that I attended had any issues – projectors 

and laptops worked flawlessly.  I attended about 25 clinics.  I 

won’t talk about all of them but will mention a few:  Ron Da-

vies gave an excellent clinic on Finding Junction City and the 

story of the Golden spike.  Very informative and also enter-

taining.  Just one of about 4 on the Golden spike.  All from 

different perspectives.  There were about 5 on photography 

both Model and Prototype.  Many on operation and on elec-

tronics, and many on scenery – again from different perspec-

tives.  I attended a number of great clinics on early American 

railroads.  I could go on and on.  I have a whole set of notes to 

go through.  Phillip Sharp also did a number of great clinics 

including one on Timber Buildings of the Nineteenth Century.  

My friend Pete Steinmetz gave 2 excellent clinics – one on 

Dead Rail and I am excited to see the new products he spoke 

to me about, and one on Pan Pastels.   

Contests were well attended and well represented by PCR 

members.  Winners included: Pat LaTorres, Ronnie Latorres, 

Stanley Keiser and myself.  We will all bring our models and 

photos to the next Coast Division meet (event). 

A slight change of subject: At the PCR this year Charlie Getz 

spoke about fellowship and how important it is to the mem-

bers.  I really felt this in Salt Lake.  I got to know a number of 

people and became reacquainted with many others.  As an 

example, I spend some time with Ed and Gay Liesse.  They 

have attended 27 consecutive NMRA conventions.  I have 

known them since the mid 1970’s when they lived in San 

Mateo.  

Lastly, an interesting item is that over 50% of the NMRA 

members have never gone to the NMRA web site.  If you 

haven’t you are really missing some of the benefits of the 

NMRA:  Online clinics - I have watched over two dozen, dis-

counts for NMRA members, information on many topics, 

standards, NMRA Standards gauges, and free insurance for 

100% NMRA clubs. 

From The Vice President 



 

PCR Branch Line                                                                     Oct-Nov-Dec 2019                                                                       6 

 

 

 

 

LAST RUN - RUSS CLOVER 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-printed with permission from the Redwood Empire Division Callboard. 

 

We are sad to report the passing of Russell Clover. Many of you knew Russ through his model railroad busi-

ness, Clover House. Russ was a lifetime member of the NMRA and the RED. The following is a copy of his 

obituary from the Santa Rosa Press-Democrat. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family.  

 

With sad hearts, we announce that Russ Clover, our dear husband, father and friend has gone to be with the Lord after a 

long and joyous life. He died on July 28, 2019 at the age of 93.  

 
Russ was a man of many talents that he used to the fullest. He joined the Navy right out of high school in 1944 and 

served in both World War II and the Korean conflict. Afterwards, he was in the insurance business in Santa Monica and 

Santa Rosa. During this time he started Clover Decals, creating custom decals to enable model train enthusiasts to letter 

and decorate their model train cars. Next, he worked as a technician at OCLI in Santa Rosa assembling optics that flew 
on spacecraft supplying information for both military and civilian use. He retired from that job to open his own model 

railroad business, Clover House, selling wood ties, lumber, dry transfer lettering and many other items. His latest pro-

jects included custom design work for the O Scale West Model Train Show in Santa Clara and for the Rohnert Park Re-
tirement Community where he lived.  

 

Other talents included building his adobe house west of Sebastopol, making cabinets and furniture for himself and his 
friends, designing tools and equipment to improve the efficiency of his Clover House operation, and designing and 

printing the various Clover House catalogs. He also updated and completed maps of the local railroads from the Alan 

Tacy collection for the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Historical Society.  

Russ felt he had been given much help from friends during his life and did his best to help others in need. He constantly 
looked for ways he could make another person's job or life easier.  
Russ was predeceased by his first wife, Lois Mae (Smith) Clover. He is survived by his wife Jane Giles Clover, daughters Carolyn 

Aamot and Eileen Salsig, two grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. He will be greatly missed, but we know he is resting in 

the arms of his heavenly Father, free of pain at last. 
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Membership Manager Missives 
By Doug Wagner, PCR Membership Manager 

 

If you are reading this as a published hard copy, that you are holding in your hands, this will be the last 

time. No, we aren’t ceasing publication of the Branch Line, but we are going digital. As we have been 

warning for the last several issues, starting with the first issue of 2020 the Branch Line will be a digital 

only publication. So, for those that still receive the Branch Line by United States Postal Service, the 

ONLY way you will be able to read it is by receiving it via email, or by visiting the Pacific Coast Re-

gion’s web site. 

Not only is the publication going digital, but also the way we communicate with our members. Like it or 

not, the digital age is fully upon us! Just as smart phones and computers have taken over what the phone 

and mailing letters did way back when, gone are the days that the volunteers would print out letters, 

stuff envelopes and mail them out to all the members. With the limited number of volunteers and with 

their time already taken up with other tasks, it is much easier to send out an email to all members than to make phone calls and 

stuff envelopes. Yes, I agree, the phone is a much more personal approach to contacting, but it is very time consuming to make 

that many  phone calls. So, this is why we have been hounding you folks for your correct emails. We still have a number of 

NMRA/Pacific Coast Region members for whom we have no emails on record. I know some folks are hesitant to give their 

emails to us for security and privacy concerns, and that’s OK. We do not use  you emails for anything other than contacting 

you to notify you of important information. Do you have to notify us of your email? The answer is and emphatic “NO”. For 

those that have email and do not want to give us your email address, I would encourage you to visit the NMRA, PCR and your 

Division’s website for updated information concerning upcoming events, so that you are in “The Know”.  For those that do not 

do the internet, I would encourage you to contact a friend who does, and have them check our website occasionally for the 

latest information - so that you know what is going on in the NMRA, PCR and your Division. 

All Division Membership Managers—along with the PCR—have made every effort to contact all members  in an attempt to 

get email addresses from everyone so we can get all the most up-to-date information. So, this will be the last time I hound you 

for your email (did I hear applause out there?). If you haven’t given it to us yet, I guess you ain’t gonna’ give it to us! 

Until next time, may all your signals be green! 

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position 

of the Pacific Coast Region or the National Model Railroad Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 

IMPORTANT !!!! 

NOTICE 
The Board of Directors of the Pacific Coast Region - NMRA will be held Saturday, October 26, 2019 

at 1:00 PM. The meeting will be at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 45 John Glenn Drive, Concord, CA. All 

Pacific Coast Region members are welcome to attend. 
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The Editor of the Sierra Division  Short Line, with whom I share an office,  

discovered a new contributor and he offered me some copy and photos to use in the 

Branch Line.   

Mike Hamm, from Cottonwood, submitted a mound of photos, most with captions, 

and two written manuscripts. You can find one of the manuscripts reproduced in the 

lead story of the Sierra Division publication http://www.pcrnmra.org/sierra/

shortline.html . The article describes Mike’s methods for building an O scale grain 

elevator along with a few observations about scratch building in general.  We’ll fea-

ture the other manuscript here in a subsequent issue - likely January 2020. It’s about 

scratch building the “Witches Hat” depot as a tribute to the late John Allen. As you 

might imagine, we’re al-

ways delighted to receive 

submissions for publication. 

So, thanks, Mike! 

Way back on June 24 our office received this notice: 

“Doug Wagner’s layout room has been declared an official 

disaster area. Recovery efforts are in progress. The good 

news is that there were no injuries and the track is FINAL-

LY all in after all these years!” 

 

 

And speaking of Doug Wagner, he was honored at the NMRA 

National Convention in Salt Lake City with the NMRA Presi-

dent’s Award for Service to the Division. Doug is a member of 

the Daylight Division. 

According to Gerry Leone, MMR - NMRA Vice President/

Special Projects,  “The Daylight Division owes a lot to Doug, 

who has taken on almost every position available. He’s one of 

the few members who consistently participates in each of the 

far-flung Division events, and drives other locals to them.  

He presents clinics, chairs meetings, organizes events, and is a 

cheerleader for the entire Division.” 

(quoted with permission from NMRA Magazine) 

 

We asked Doug for a new photo for use in this story and, at the left, 

you can see what he provided - despite our admonition to keep the 

Jack Daniele’s® out of the photo. Nonetheless, we’ll make an attempt 

to provide a (somewhat) bona fide railroad-related explanation: 

The origin of the brand name, “Old No. 7”, is really unknown to any-

one except the late Jack Daniel. But one of the popular theories holds 

that it represents the number of a steam locomotive. Even if it can’t be 

proven, we’ll buy into this explanation. We hasten to add, however, 

that the Santa Fe was not the railroad with Old No. 7. AT&SF runs 

nowhere near Lynchburg, TN. 

From The Editor 

By Chip Meriam 

The “Official” Disaster Area 

 

Witches Hat Depot 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/sierra/shortline.html
http://www.pcrnmra.org/sierra/shortline.html
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Santa Barbara and Paso Robles along the historic Southern Pacific, Pacific Coast, and Santa Maria Valley Railroads.  

Even if you miss  the festival, there are more than enough places and people to drop through on a trip along the coast, or to fill 

an extended holiday stay. For further information about times and special events, please see each venue’s own website. 

There are a number of incredible layouts along the same route that are open by invitation or during regular runs and operating 

sessions. Several have been featured in Model Railroader, Railroad Model Craftsman,  or smaller magazines and webzines. 

Check the Daylight Division Website, or, if you are LDSIG or OPSIG members, check their member sites for contact infor-

mation for open houses and operating sessions. Bob Chaparro has been organizing layout tours in conjunction with the CCRF 

for several years now through his  ModelRailroadsofSoCalif@groups.io  website. Check it out! 

Three beautifully restored SP depots are open weekly for visitors.  

The San Luis Passenger depot is still in use by Amtrak, and the star attraction for railroaders is the new San Luis Railroad mu-

seum in the restored Freight Depot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The museum is open Saturdays from 10am to 4 pm https://slorrm.com/index.html.  

Farther South, the Oceano depot www.oceanodepot.org. is open from 1-3 on Sundays, and is also the monthly meeting place 

for the San Luis Obispo Model Railroad Association http://slomra.org/, which also has occasional public events on site.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you can spare an entire day: Between Amtrak’s Coast Starlight and the number of Surfliners, it is possible to take a round 

trip in either direction between San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara.  

Whichever direction you choose, there are great cafes and restaurants 

near both depots.  The old railroad district around the Santa Barbara 

station, now known as the “Funk Zone”, has become a premier tourist 

destination with winery tastings, brew pubs, great restaurants and bou-

tiques. The San Luis Museum used to have private rail car tours as one 

if it’s fundraisers, but our President’s new Amtrak management rules 

prevent rail cars from turning in San Luis now. Maybe someday those 

tours can be restored. 

“Central Coast” from page 1 

Continued on page 10 

mailto:ModelRailroadsofSoCalif@groups.io
https://slorrm.com/index.html
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The Goleta Depot has been moved from its original location along the 

tracks and is now the site of the  South Coast Railroad Museum  

http://scrm.goletadepot.org/ and is open from 1pm to 4 pm on Satur-

days and Sundays.  

 

 

 

 

Karl Hovanitz hosts the Bitter Creek and Western live steam railroad in Nipoma. 

It is a private railroad and is open to the public on scheduled event days. He posts 

the schedule of events on his website, www.bcwrr.org  

 

And, last nut not least, Central Coast Trains www.centralcoasttrains.com  in 

Atascadero is the only Model Railroad Hobby Shop between Los Angeles and 

the Bay Area. Anita is a great resource and a great supporter of our organization 

and many other railroad groups across California. 

 

 

 

Daylight Division Fall Meet 

     At the Central Coast Railroad Festival 

 

For our fall meet we will join the crowd at the San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum for Bob Chaparro’s clinic on “Right of Way 

and Trackside Details” and a short introduction to the layout tours that he has organized for the weekend. Following the clinic 

we will tour the museum and its HO  and Hon3 Central Coast Model Railroad and the swap meet on the museum’s platform. 

Following that,  we will decide whether to take advantage of the Railroad BBQ company’s food and beverages on the museum 

site, or head out to a nearby restaurant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob’s description and guide to the layout tour is available at 

http://www.ccrrf.com/2019/MRSC-Layout-Tour-60.pdf.  Several great layouts are 

open on Thursday, Friday and Sunday as well. Check Bob’s schedule for more details. 

Karl Kvilvang’s Western Pacific model railroad is only open to NMRA members and members/guests of Model Railroads of 

Southern California, unfortunately, he will only be open on Sunday. For those of you who are not familiar with the Railroad 

festival more details are available at https://ccrrf.com/index.html. The museum’s fundraiser on Sunday at the Live Steam  Bit-

ter Creek and Western is almost completely sold out. A few tickets will still be available on a first come, first serve basis at the 

Museum’s Gift Shop.    

The Daylight Division will have a small display at the museum including our  “Timesaver Layout.”  If you are 

willing to donate a couple of hours to manning the operation of the timesaver and watching over the dis-

play, please text or call Neil at 559-805-4520. 

Andrew Merriam’s bridge over San 

Luis Creek was recently featured on  

the cover of Railroad Model Craftsman.  

 

 

 

John Marchetti’s model of the Pacific Coast 

Railway’s narrow gauge on the Avila Pier. 

http://scrm.goletadepot.org/
http://www.bcwrr.org
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The Crowne Plaza Hotel in Concord is now ac-

cepting room reservations for the Clear to the 

Coast 2020 PCR Convention at the convention rate 

of $134 plus taxes, single or double.  Use this link   

https://book.passkey.com/gt/217581248?

gtid=1bf9f94e0da801ab3b8e966e844714b8 or by 

phone at (925) 825-7700.  While you certainly can 

reserve your room before registering for the con-

vention,  all the room block can sell-out. We have 

no intention of limiting convention registration. 

Why wait?  The deadline for the early-bird rate of 

$130 is November 30th.  After that it goes to $150.  

Repeat:  The cost goes up if you don’t register by 

November 30th – SO WHY WAIT? 

If you have not attended a PCR Convention previ-

ously, or at least in the last five years, your rate is 

only $110.  So how about giving it a try in 2020?  

And with the $40 savings, bring your spouse.  Non

-rail registration is only $40.  The non-rail fare 

does not include the awards banquet or PCR meet-

ing breakfast, but does include the non-rail lunch. 

Registration can be done using the registration 

form in this issue of the Short Line or online on 

the convention website www.pcrnmra.org/

conv2020. 

So what do you get for the registration fee besides 

a buffet dinner at the awards banquet and breakfast 

at the Sunday morning PCR meeting?  There are 

clinics on modeling techniques, local railroad his-

tory, DCC, operations and layout design.  You also 

get the opportunity to visit local home and club 

layouts and participate in operating sessions on 

some of those layouts.  We’ll cover those in more 

detail in the next issue of the Short Line - along 

with a couple of activities not final enough to dis-

cuss yet.  For now let’s focus on some of our other 

activities: 

    WESTERN RAILWAY MUSEUM  

Our premier activity is a full day at the Western 

Railway Museum in Rio Vista. They are opening 

for us on a day they are not open to the public, and 

allowing access to things not available to the gen-

eral public.  

Highlights of the day include a visit to their ar-

chives and restoration shop which are not open to 

the public.  With a trolley museum, obviously 

there will be rides.  The rides will include 15 mi-

nute streetcar rides and a 50 minute ride on an in-

terurban car.  The interurban ride will be on either 

Sacramento Northern 1005 or 1020, cars not nor-

mally in service.  

In addition to car barns one and two, which you 

can explore on your own, there will be a docent led 

tour of car barn three, which houses the museum’s 

prize pieces.  Cars in car barn three include WP 

653 the car used in the movie “Harold and 

Maude”. 

Of course an all day trip  needs a lunch. We’ll have 

a catered barbecue. This trip is an extra fare of $45 

and is self-driving on Friday, May First. 

Continued on page 12 

https://book.passkey.com/gt/217581248?gtid=1bf9f94e0da801ab3b8e966e844714b8
https://book.passkey.com/gt/217581248?gtid=1bf9f94e0da801ab3b8e966e844714b8
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2020
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2020
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FIND A 2020 CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM 

ON THE NEXT PAGE 

 

CALIFORNIA CENTRAL COAST  

MODULAR LAYOUT    

The California Central Coast Modular Club is an 

On30 layout.  Plans are for their set-up to be config-

ured as an H in a 25 X 35 foot space.   The club will 

host convention attendees to run in 30 to 45 minute 

easy “low stress” operating sessions.  Unlike tradition-

al operating sessions, there will be minimal road time, 

although you could have some conflicting traffic be-

tween the yard and your switching area.  Pick-ups and 

set-outs will be by use of a switch list.  Plans are for 

four trains to be operating simultaneously. 

Also unlike other full blown operations sessions dur-

ing the convention,  sign-ups will be on-site rather 

than weeks in advance.  Considering the short duration 

of each run and the number available you can proba-

bly even run without advance scheduling.  So stop by 

and run one, or more, of the switching problems.  

NON-RAIL PROGRAM 

Off-site events for the non-rail program are the non-

rail lunch on Thursday, the Ruth Bancroft Garden on 

Friday and the traditional shop-hop on Saturday.  At 

this time, the non-rail lunch is planned to be at The 

Old Spaghetti Factory, a group favorite from prior 

years. The Ruth Bancroft Garden is a world renowned 

3.5 acre drought resistant garden in Walnut Creek.  

The assortment of plants in the garden is such that 

something is always in bloom.  The shop-hop of fabric 

and quilt stores is a Saturday event that the group has 

done for several years now.  All off site events are self 

drive. 

In addition to off-site events the non-rail room will be 

the scene of a rock painting evening on Friday led by 

Suzy Madsen, a frequent attendee from the Pacific 

Northwest Region. 

COMPANY STORE 

Use the company store on-line to purchase activities 

or merchandise you did not include with your initial 

registration, or stop by the physical store at the con-

vention.  Please note that Convention Shirts are only 

available for pre-order.  The deadline for ordering 

shirts is March 15, 2020.  Convention Cars will be 

available in three numbers, but in limited quantities, 

so you may want to pre-order your car, or cars, as 

well. 

OTHER ITEMS 

Details of Clinics, Layout Tours and Operating Ses-

sions will be covered in the next Branch Line.  If you 

are interested in presenting a clinic contact Richard 

Brennan at ctcclinics@pcrnmra.org.  If you are inter-

ested in opening your layout for visits or operations 

Mike O’Dorney at ctclayouts@pcrnmra.org or Dave 

Parks at ctcoperations@pcrnmra.org would love to 

hear from you.  If you are not inclined to public speak-

ing or don’t have a layout ready for visitors, but still 

want to help, please contact our volunteer coordinator 

Dave Connery at ctcvolunteers@pcrnmra.org. 

The convention is about to start sending e-mail up-

dates and reminders to keep you abreast of changes, 

but you can always see the most recent information on 

the convention website www.pcrnmra.org/conv2020, 

so check it periodically.             

mailto:ctcclinics@pcrnmra.org
mailto:ctclayouts@pcrnmra.org
mailto:ctcoperations@pcrnmra.org
mailto:ctcvolunteers@pcrnmra.org
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2020
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“Abra Cadabra,,,econchibillion etsui matsa”… may the powers of past contest winners gather 

here tonight to anoint me with their wisdom and ability and lead me to the land of great model-

ing conquests……and while at it, why not surprise me with a finished model worthy of, at 

least, Best of Show.  

Ha,ha, ha….the Grand Wizard is ready to see you now and grant you every wish you desire. 

Oh, I am sorry. That is indeed the world of Fairy Tales. Schuck!s!! Reality, and by that I mean 

every day common sense actions, says that one gets nothing from nothing, no pain no gain, no 

energy IN no reward OUT. In short, if we wish to have a product to bring to the model  contest 

at the 2020 PCR Convention next spring, we had better start thinking of getting our fingers wet 

in glue and paint and begin the tedious yet fascinating journey of creating our masterpiece. Per-

sonally I am no exception, in that I have yet to come up with any plans, let alone an idea of 

what my project will be. But it will come, hopefully sooner than later, as time marches on incessantly with no regards to dead-

lines. Seven months seem like a long way away. Then, all of a sudden, here it is!  And by golly…”I am not done with the pro-

ject”, panic sets in, …”I wish I had started earlier and with more vigor”. Just like “A Christmas Carol” where, thanks to the 

Ghost of Christmas Future, we get to look at what our present actions will bring forth. We can safely envision that if we do 

not start planning and executing our Project now, we will be paying dire consequences. Disgraced and humiliated, stripped of 

any modeling ability vestiges, we will be castigated to wandering aimlessly in the darkest corners of procrastination. 

So, let’s look at the bright side of this.  None of the gloom and doom has to happen!!!  How is that possible?  SIMPLE 

enough!  Start your project now and be done well ahead of schedule. I guarantee you will be a happy soul and the contest will 

award you with positive feedback and restore in you that sense of accomplishment that is so important in balancing life. 

PERIOD !!!  

Enjoy the journey . See you in the Contest Room.     

 

I would like to take a few words to recognize the achievements of fellow PCR members at the just completed NMRA Nation-

al Convention in Salt Lake City: 

Frank Markovich, Ronnie LaTorres, Pat LaTorres, Stanley Keiser.  

Frank placed first in the freight cars and caboose categories, second in non-revenue, third in caboose, received the People’s 

Choice Award in the caboose category, and was awarded the Bachman Innovation Award and the Bar Mills Favorite Model 

Award. That is enough to make your head spin!!! That’s a bounty worthy of Captain Morgan. 

Pat was awarded first place B&W Print prototype photo category, third in working on the Railroad photo, second place in 

model structures and second in Diorama. 

Ronnie was awarded third place in the structure category.  

Stanley was awarded third place in the B&W print prototype category. 

Congratulations to the four of you for carrying the banner of PCR at the National level. We are all proud of your achieve-

ments, for you excelled at the highest levels of the Organization! 

Contest Report 

by Giuseppe Aymar, MMR, Manager, PCR Contest Department 

Contest Room 
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Continued on page 16 

As Giuseppe Noted in his “Contest Room” column, the Pacific 

Coast Region was well represented in the winner’s circle.  Indeed, congratulations to Frank Markovich, Ronnie LaTorres, Pat 

LaTorres, and Stanley Keiser. Frank was kind enough to share a few photos and some thoughts and the Branch Line Staff 

was fortunate enough to have seen Ronnie’s On3 trestle at the PCR convention in Sacramento this spring. Here’s Rinnie 

LaTorres’ prize winning structure entry. 

And a few notes and photos from Frank Markovich: 

West Side Flat Car 

Construction: 

The model is from a kit by Foothill models.  Most was assembled per instructions but there are a few variations that I want to 

point out.  First I cut slots in the frame for the truss rods and air lines.  The model instructions had these go to the beams and 

then stop. Then do the same on the other side.  I cut these using a Dremel tool.  Not only did this make them look better but 

they are much stronger.  They are all of solid brass wire cut to shape.  These had to line up with the NBW on the other side of 

the needle beams.  I used pliers to bend the brass truss rods.  I did have to add in some little pieces of styrene in the end to 

hold them in place.  After finishing the model these are almost impossible to find.  For the truss rods I made a bending jig to 

get them right.  I did this before adding 

the deck.   

I also added more wood grain detail 

into the resin decking and framing.  I 

used a #11 blade for this.  I then glued 

the deck to the frame with epoxy.   

From there I added in the brake detail  

using ACC or epoxy for that.  I first pre

-painted the detail.  This model was my 

first attempt at a resin kit to  

represent wood.   

Notes On National Contest Winners 
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Frank’s  Caboose Entry 

Caboose #4 Westside  
This is the 3rd caboose that I have built from this kit.  It’s a great kit and I favor building cabooses. The model is a kit but 

modified by me from many sources including Russ Simpson plans and information from books and field trips to Westside.  I 

followed the kit instructions but added an interior and other details.  The wood detail on the inside is made from paper. The 

interior was scratch built but there are some detail castings added such as the stove. The bed etc. was scratch built using scale 

wood.  The bed is tissue paper. The number 4 on the side is a decal.  

Notes On National Contest Winners ct’d. 



 

PCR Branch Line                                                                    Oct-Nov-Dec 2019                                                                       17 

Achievement Program -  

Model Railroad Engineer - Electrical, ct’d.  

By Jack Burgess, MMR, Manager, PCR Achievement Department 

In the last issue of the 

Branch Line, we began a 

discussion of the require-

ments for Model Railroad 

Engineer - Electrical. Like 

other certificates, the full 

requirements for this catego-

ry are available online at the 

NMRA website.  

 The essence of this AP certificate is to demonstrate your 

knowledge of wiring a model railroad. The required work can 

be done on your own layout, a club layout, or even on a 

friend’s layout. As indicated in the last issue, the first two re-

quirements for this AP certificate concern 1) constructing and 

demonstrating the basic wiring of a layout; and 2) wiring and 

demonstrating the electrical operation of three items such as 

turnout controls, slip switches, crossing, etc. 

The third requirement may seem more challenging but has a 

number of options. Basically, you need to wire and demon-

strate the electrical operation of at least three items from a list 

of 23 possible choices, most of which can be satisfied with the 

installation of commercial units. Keep in mind that many of 

the first items for related to traditional block control while 

DCC control items are further along on the list. These items 

include: 

1. Electrical turnout position indication on a control panel or 

at trackside for a minimum of four turnouts. (Remember that 

many commercial switch machines have electrical terminals to 

allow you to do this easily.) 

2. Track occupancy indication on a control panel or at track-

side for a minimum of five blocks. 

3.Cab control, making provision for the connection of at least 

two power supplies to a minimum of five blocks as the trains 

progress. (This means that your layout has at least five blocks, 

each of which can be controlled by one of two power supplies. 

The five blocks do not have to be in a row along the same 

stretch of track.) 

4. Engine terminal, including an electrically powered turntable 

or transfer table, a minimum of three stall tracks, and at least 

two blocked storage sections for parking locomotives outside 

the stall area. (This means you need to have a total of five 

tracks (three inside an engine house or roundhouse, and two 

outside), that you can cut power independently to store motive 

power). 

5. Two turnout junctions with electrical interlocking and pro-

tecting trackside signals. (This is simply a turnout with electri-

cal protection to prevent a train from going through a turnout 

that is set against it. Again, the electrical terminals on a switch 

machine, combined with a couple of insulated rail joiners, 

make this a fairly easy project. ) 

6. High Frequency Lighting (This is an old term for Constant 

Lighting.) 

7. Electronic throttle with inertia and braking provisions. 

8. Grade crossing with electrically actuated warning indica-

tion. (You don't have to design or build the circuitry for this 

yourself. There are a number of commercial components 

available that you can just wire up to meet this requirement. 

Or you can use commercial plans that appear in magazines 

from time to time. Or you can do it from scratch.) 

9. Two-way block signaling with automatic train detection for 

at least five blocks. 

10. Operating overhead wire, using either pantographs, trolley 

poles, or both for current collection. 

11. Installation of an advanced electronic and/or computer 

control for the model railroad. 

12. Design, installation, and operation of animated mechanical 

and/or electrical displays. (This doesn't have to be a huge ani-

mated display - think about small eye-catching displays like 

animated industries or signs.) 

13. Design, installation, and operation of mechanical and/or 

electrical layout lighting displays. (This means lights which 

illuminate the layout, as opposed to lighted things on the lay-

out. For example, lighting which simulates the change from 

day to dusk to night) 

14. Installation of a command control receiver. Modifications 

or additions to the device's wiring are required. Installing a 

plug-equipped decoder into a manufactured prewired socket is 

not sufficient. 

15. Installation of a command control throttle buss line around 

a layout capable of handling at least two throttles at three or 

more separate locations.  

Commercially assembled complete units are not accepta-

ble in the items below: 

16. Construction and installation of a sound system. (This 

does not have to be an on-board sound system, it could be an 

under-the-layout system.) 

17. Construction and installation of a signaling system. 

18. Development and installation of a CTC system. 

19. Installation and operation of an on-board video system. 

20. Computer generated block detection information. 

21. Hardwired or stored control program (i.e. computer) for 

operation of the railroad. 

22. Development and demonstration of a computer-to-railroad 

interface. 

23. Other: Examples of 'other' include flashing warning lights 

on locomotives, or end-of-train devices on cabooses, etc. 

Achievement Program 

continued on page 18 
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 These are just some of the more common electrical projects 

which are typical on many layouts. It is therefore easy to see 

that many layouts already satisfy this particular requirement. 

For example, most of the layouts with DCC would automati-

cally satisfy two of the requirements in this category (Items 

14 and 15). 

These are just some of the more common electrical projects 

which are typical on many layouts. It is therefore easy to see 

that many layouts already satisfy this particular requirement. 

For example, most of the layouts with DCC would automati-

cally satisfy two of the requirements in this category (Items 

14 and 15).  

The fourth and fifth requirements basically involve documen-

tation proving that you understand what you have done to 

satisfy the other requirements. First, you must prepare a sche-

matic drawing of the propulsion circuitry for the layout show-

ing the gaps, blocks, feeders, etc. This drawing does not need 

to show turnout control wiring, building lights, etc. It is there-

fore much like the drawings included in Model Railroader 

magazine layout project articles which illustrate for the new 

modeler where gaps are required, where to connect the track 

power, etc. Finally, you need to also prepare a schematic 

drawing identifying the wiring and components used to com-

plete the category on wiring a turnout, crossing, etc. men-

tioned in the last issue and the three items selected from the 

above list. 

 

 

 

Once you have satisfied all of the requirements, submit a 

Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) which includes the re-

quired schematic drawings and describes the features that you 

used to satisfy the requirements. You are not judged for a 

Merit Award for this certificate. However, the operation of 

the various features must be witnessed by the AP Chairman or 

his/her designee. The witnesses must sign the SOQ. Send the 

completed SOQ to your Divisional AP representative, along 

with a photocopy of your NMRA membership card and you 

are on your way toward another certificate! 

If you are interested in the AP Program or Golden Spike Pro-

gram, contact me for more details. My phone number, ad-

dress, and e-mail address are listed in the Call Board on Page 

2.  

Achievement Program ct’d. 

 

 

Mark your calendars, Sacramento (the CSRM) will be the venue for the 2020 Northern Cali-

fornia PCR/SIG meet on January 24-26.  We’ll be following the usual format of Friday tours 

and Friday night no-host welcome dinner, Saturday clinics and consultation, and Sunday Op-

erations.  Please note this is not “OPSIG” OPSIG does not want their name on any event due 

to liability concerns.  Watch this space for more details. 

The Salt Lake City National Convention featured a full SIG Clinic track and an excellent Op-

erations Program.  The Pacific Coast Division was well represented at all of these events.  We 

expect another great showing at St Louis and of course we’re preparing for Santa Clara in 

2021!  Please contact me if you are interested in helping!  

We are also in high gear on the Concord 2020 PCR convention and expect to feature a full operating program and lots of De-

sign and Operations content as well as content from some of the electronics groups! 

A large Bay Area contingent traveled to Vancouver BC and participated in the VanRail meet the weekend of September 7-9.  

As usual, the layouts and the hospitality were first rate!  We have operations opportunities in several places around the country 

this fall, so let me know if you are interested in any of these opportunities! 

 Please contact me off line. Seth Neumann   sneumann@pacbell.net 

Pacific Coast Region SIG Report  
by Seth Neumann 

LD/OP SIG Report 
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In Memoriam 

Member                            City, Sate                     Date Joined 
  

Daylight 
Jim Scott Lompoc CA         3/21/2005         
  

Sierra 

Dan Mahoney Sacramento, CA                      5/26/2000 
 

 Redwood Empire 
Russell Clover                                                Rohnert Park, CA               1/1/1953 

(Life Member) 

Coast 

Leon Buckner                                                          Alameda, CA                    1/1/1965 

                                                                                    

                                                                  

 

Distribution Changes Have 
Come  To The Branch Line 

 
This is the last issue to be printed 
and mailed.  
 
Hereafter, the Branch Line will only 
be available electronically. As al-
ways, you can find the Branch Line 
at the PCR website, http://
www.pcrnmra.org/  

And also as usual, you will be noti-
fied by email that the Branch Line 
has been posted there. 
 
Additionally, we will be emailing 
directly to all PCR members with a 
valid email address, so be sure your 
contact information is current with 
National. See page 7 for the link.  
No computer? No email? May we 
suggest you visit the local public 
library where internet access is 
available. 

             

 

Welcome Aboard !  
PCR's Newest Members 

 

 Member               City, Sate  Date 

Joined 

 

 Daylight 
Roger Creasyt Madera CA 8//2019 

Steve Gersch Paso Robles CA 5/24/2019 

 

  Coast 
Michael Laccabue Hayward CA 6/4/2019 

Larry Osorio Antioch CA 8/25/2019 

   

  Sierra 
Brian Fraser Redding CA 6/4/2019 

Carlos Miro Sacramento CA 6/4/2019 
Louis Hatton Penn Valley CA 6/102019 

Brandon Melconian Granite Bay CA 6/12/2019 

Dock Patton Grass Valley CA 7/19/2019 

David Leamon Modesto CA 8/19/2019 
 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/
http://www.pcrnmra.org/
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The Answers Are Out 
There 

 

Big Benefits From A Small 

Structure 
By Robert Pethoud 

 

Industries which warrant rail ser-

vice generally range in size from 

expansive to ginormous.  Howev-

er, there is one lineside traffic 

generator which has minimum 

physical presence, and has an add-

ed advantage that nearly any type 

of freight car can logically be 

spotted there: the team track.  This is a track that serves all of 

the industries in an area which don’t have dedicated spurs of 

their own.  The name comes from the team of horses which, 

back in the day, pulled the freight wagons used to haul ship-

ments between any given industry and the railroad. 

A team track can be as simple as a spur flanked by relatively 

level ground where boxcars, flat cars, gondolas, and other 

freight cars can be loaded and unloaded—no structure re-

quired.  A simple wooden or concrete loading dock and/or 

ramp can aid the process and, on a layout, add visual appeal to 

a scale model.  A more elaborate, but still tiny, structure 

which can interest viewers even more is an overhead crane or 

stiff-leg derrick.  

I’ve long had a soft spot in my heart for stiff-leg derricks and 

I scratch-built an HO scale model of one several years ago for 

a friend’s layout.  I constructed my now-aging model using 

only the limited data I could find at the time.  Here are some 

sources of information: 

 

  How to Build Model Railroads and Equipment, by Bar-

ton K. Davis, Crown Publishers, Inc., New York, 1956, 

pp. 160-163, with scale drawing on p. 162 

 Southern Pacific Depots In California, Vol. 1, by Ste-

phen M. Hayes, Hayes Publishing, P.O. Box 1083, Souls-

byville, CA 95372, 2010, photo of Waterford depot on p. 

11 

 Alexander Scale Stiff-leg Derrick, HO scale kit no. 7514, 

still available from Walthers (120-7514), scale drawing 

on instruction sheet 

The photos I found left many questions without clear answers, 

such as overall height, the angle to the ground of each diago-

nal member, angle on the ground between the diagonal mem-

bers, the orientation of the derrick to the track it serves, and 

the cross section of the timbers.  The scale drawings I found 

provided conflicting answers to these questions and did not 

reference the prototypes on which they were based, so I didn’t 

know how much to trust them. 

That said, you can imagine my delight when I recently noticed 

an existing stiff-leg derrick as I drove past it in northern Cali-

fornia.  I’ve driven that route numerous times in the last sever-

al years and I can’t explain why I never noticed this derrick 

before, unless it was obscured by trees.  Just across the tracks 

from the old Yreka Western depot in Yreka stands the magnif-

icent rusting hulk shown in the photo.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disused for decades, it still appears to be nearly complete and 

answered those questions above, which my other sources had 

left ambiguous.  I stopped there twice, once in the late after-

noon and once in the morning, took some photos, and made 

some measurements with tape measure and trundle wheel.  

Here, then, are the answers to those questions for this one pro-

totype:  

 

 How tall: Vertical timber is about 30 feet high 

 Elevation angle of diagonal members: 45 degrees 

 Angle on the ground between diagonal members: 90 de-

grees 

 Orientation to the track: One diagonal member is parallel 

to the track, the other perpendicular to it 

 Timber cross section: 12.5 inches x 12.5 inches 

This data plus the numerous photos I took should be enough 

to create a credible scale model of this historic structure.  De-

spite its small size and simple design, the pulleys, cables, 

gears, and other fittings promise to make this a challenging 

scratch-building project.  If I can complete it, I expect the HO 

version to stand proudly beside many more freight cars in the 

next several years than the prototype is likely to. 

The moral of the story: take measuring devices with you at all 

times—you never know when or where you may spot an ap-

pealing structure worth modeling.  If it’s far from home, you 

may not get another chance to gather the data needed to con-

struct an accurate model.  Until next time, email comments 

and questions to me at pethoud@comcast.net  

Answers 



 

PCR Branch Line                                                                    Oct-Nov-Dec 2019                                                                       22 

 

Tales of the Santa Cruz Northern 

By: Jim Providenza 

Hey We’re Just Guys… 

… … … we don’t need no stinkin’ instructions. Right. 

So, picture this. We have a bunch of car kits to assemble. They are all models of 

the one of two prototype cars – maybe 60 cars all told. The manufacturer, Accu-

rail, has provided us with decals to renumber their two stock models so that we 

can relatively painlessly have the two groups of cars range throughout the appro-

priate prototype number series. The kits themselves are simple to assemble, pret-

ty much shake the box. I mean, what could possibly go wrong here? Right! 

While these Accurail kits might be simple to build, it is also a very nice represen-

tation of their prototypes. As a company they do good work. But working to a 

layout standard we needed to make a few changes. We replaced the plastic wheelsets with metal ones by Inter-

mountain and installed Kadee No. 5 couplers. Other than that, the cars were simple to assemble. So simple that 

we didn’t even bother to look over the single page instructions. I mean, why bother? We all have had decades of 

experience assembling such kits.  

While these Accurail kits might be simple to build, it is also a very nice representation of their prototypes. As a 

company they do good work. But working to a layout standard we needed to make a few changes. We replaced 

the plastic wheelsets with metal ones by Intermountain and installed Kadee No. 5 couplers. Other than that, the 

cars were simple to assemble. So simple that we didn’t even bother to look over the single page instructions. I 

mean, why bother? We all have had decades of experience assembling such kits.  

Except, well, we kept having problems. We jump in with both feet (six hands?) working on the first group of 

cars. And, try as we might, we cannot get the brake gear (brake cylinder, reservoir, AB valve) to fit easily onto 

the underframe. The fit was too tight. There wasn’t enough clearance between the center sills and parts. Our fin-

gers were too fat and tools too large it seemed.  

We scratched out heads, consulted with each other, said some words we didn’t learn from our mothers, tried 

some more. More frustration. I mean, each of the three parts has a mounting post. Each post is a different diam-

eter and molded in a ‘D’ shape so that you can only mount the [name your part, you get three choices] in one 

hole and in one orientation. Sigh… I finally resorted to trimming, and then trimming off the keyed posts meant 

to locate and secure the parts in the right places and correct orientation (yeah I know, I mentioned that already, 

didn’t I) and gluing the parts directly onto the underframe. 

Now remember, we are working with two groups of kits. As it happens the first group of kits we worked on had 

needed a bit of repainting to remove an anachronistic herald from the car sides. To help protect the cast on stir-

rup steps while we airbrushed out the herald we installed the center sills into the underframe and fit the under-

frame to the shell. Easy, right? Accurail even designed the center sills and underframe with an offset tab / slot 

arrangement to make sure we put the correct sill on the correct side of the car. It is so well done that you don’t 

even need the instructions to get it right. Fool proof. Yeah… 

Well eventually, accompanied by more puzzlement and a bit (!) more muttering, we got a dozen and a half 

 

Tales of the SCN 

Continued on page 23 
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half of the first group of cars assembled, checked for wheel gauge, coupler height and 

smooth operation and the trucks adjusted for a three point suspension. Decals and weath-

ering applied, they were given a road test over the layout and declared ready for service. 

And we decided to switch to the second group of cars to add some variety / balance to the home road fleet. These cars were 

completely unassembled. 

And so, I opened a box, took out the shell, sprues, 

poly bags, car weight… and the instruction sheet. 

I almost just threw the instruction sheet away. 

But these cars are modeled with vertical brake 

staffs and the brass rod for the brake staff is nice-

ly taped to the instruction sheet to keep it from 

‘going on holiday’. I decided to install the brake 

staff on the car body so the glue would set up 

while I assembled the underframe. As I am using 

a No. 11 blade, slitting the tape along the length 

of the brass rod to release it, I happened to actual-

ly look at written portion of the instructions. All 

two lines of them.  

TWO LINES!  I’ll paraphrase them here (you can 

look at them in the accompanying photo, I can’t 

bear to). 

1.  Don’t twist the detail parts off the sprues! Use 

a hobby knife or sprue cutter. 

Well, a DUH, I learned this back when I was 

what, 12? Still, good to know if you’ve never as-

sembled such a kit before. And, 

2.  INSTALL THE BRAKE GEAR BEFORE 

YOU INSTALL THE CENTER SILL… … … 

Okay, all together now, (carefully, so you don’t 

hurt yourself) take a deep breath. Close your 

eyes, grit your teeth and whack yourself upside 

the head. 

Yeah, we’re all (mostly) guys here. 

 

(Editor’s Note: The first line of the instruction sheet is usually, "Read These Instructions Entirely Before You Begin Assem-

bly". As Jim notes, most of us never read that first line either!) 

Tales of the SCN, ctd. 
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Ray was born in Australia but his family moved to the US 

when he was a small child and he grew up in Rochester, New 

York. Ray got his start in model railroading, like most of us, 

with a Lionel train set for Christmas about the age of 5 and a 

second set at 6 to expand the Lionel empire of Ray and his 

brother. At the time, they lived in an apartment with a win-

dow overlooking the New York Central mainline. Ray was 

there through his Freshman year in High School, when a 

family move to Alameda brought Ray to California. During 

High School Ray’s older brother bought a motorcycle from 

another boy in town who turned out to be Ed Slintak, who 

became a High School friend of Ray’s and they have stayed 

good friends ever since. Ed also remains very active in mod-

el mailroading at the local and national level. 

Ray went through a period of great interest in cars, girls and 

other things most guys pass through. At about 20 he was in a 

hobby shop and heard others talking about things like Day-

light paint schemes and other aspects of western railroading 

new to him. He became interested, and that was Ray’s start 

in scale model railroading. His first adult layout was an HO 

loop of track with mostly Tyco and Blue-box Athearn equip-

ment, but Ray soon became interested in N scale and has 

built four layouts. The most recent one was a 27’ X 22’ N 

scale empire in his current garage. Ray and his wife Chris 

have a lovely home in Alameda. They have lived there since 

1983 and it is where they raised their three kids; Courtney, 

Melanie and Alex.  Ray let on he has started work on a new 

layout in the basement. Ray joined the East Bay Model Engi-

neers about 1980 but by that time, he was already a member 

of NMRA. When he joined, he was not aware of Divisions or 

Regions but had read about the NMRA blue binder of Data 

Sheets available as a new member and that interested him. 

Ray attended the NMRA National Convention in 1981 in 

San Mateo. He learned about the Coast Division when he 

heard guys at the club were raving about the Coast Auction. 

He attended his first PCR Convention in 1983 at the LeBar-

on Hotel in San Jose with Ed Slintak. That was the last con-

vention before the split between the Pacific Southwest Re-

gion and Pacific Coast Region. Ray enjoyed the fellowship 

and has missed only three PCR conventions since then. Ray 

heard a member complaining about some minor item at a 

convention and thought, “I can do something better” and so 

he volunteered to work on his first convention in 1987 and 

found he enjoyed being involved in the activity and the par-

ticipation very rewarding. His interest in model railroad con-

ventions and operating sessions has caused him to spend a 

lot of time away from home over the years.  

 

 

 

 

During this time Ray met Jack Wall 

and they became close personal 

friends. Jack was looking for some-

one to take the job of Convention 

Department Chair for PCR. Ray had 

worked on the ’87 convention and, 

when asked, agreed to take the job. 

He found it really clicked with him. 

Ray talked to the members at the 

East Bay Club about sponsoring a convention. In order to get 

them to say yes, Ray had to agree to serve as Convention 

Chairman, a scary idea initially. It worked out the 1990 “90 

on the High Iron” convention came out in the black and Ray 

got to meet and work with many PCR members in a variety 

of roles. As Convention manager he worked with each host 

committee and got to know a lot of members through these 

conventions. Ray has been involved in almost all the PCR 

conventions since then and his interest in conventions has led 

to many other functions at the Region and National level. 

Ray’s involvement in the National organization grew out of 

the 1990 PCR convention (which his buddy Ed Slintak was 

also involved with). At that time, coming up on the horizon 

in 1994, was PCR’s 50th Anniversary. PCR was organized 

and chartered in 1944 and Ray had become aware of the his-

tory by this time. Ray felt obligated to chair a region spon-

sored 50th Anniversary convention. He pulled together a top-

notch team for this convention. To a great extent, this team 

became the basis for the 2000 NMRA convention. It was 

during the 1994 convention, while sitting at the bar one night 

kibitzing, that someone asked. “What next?” after such a 

successful 50th Anniversary regional Convention.  Ray sug-

gested doing a National convention and that was the start for 

2000. PCR won the bid for the 2000 convention during the 

NMRA BOD Meeting in Atlanta in 1995. From that point on 

it was a focused endeavor - but those days exposed the poli-

tics in action at the national level. The 2000 NMRA National 

Convention held in San Jose was a great success with Ray as 

General Chairman and an excellent committee. Over 2,400 

attended the convention. The banquet, held on the USS Hor-

net Aircraft Carrier in Alameda, had 1,170 in attendance, a 

point of pride with Ray. 

Ray was on the PCR Board as Coast Director from 1992 un-

til 1996 and served as PCR President from 1999 to 2003. He 

served as Trustee on the NMRA Board from 2001 to 2005. 

He then served a 2-year term as an NMRA Director, leaving 

the NMRA Board in 2007.  During this time Ray was a 

member of the Long Range Planning Committee headed by 

Charlie Getz.  This included a re-write  of the By-Laws  

Looking Back 

by Dave Connery, MMR, PCR Historian 

Voices –  An Interview with Ray deBlieck  

Looking Back 

Continued on page 25 
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(Regulations) and resulted 

in the establishment of the 

“Single Membership Concept”. It brought all Regions into com-

pliance on membership issues but required several years of con-

siderably intense work. Ray was then involved in implementing 

these changes. He feels, overall, they have improved the NMRA. 

Ray remembers the idea of the 2011 National Convention came 

when someone suggested that after the successful 2000 National, 

mostly the same group could do it again. At the time, NMRA was 

attempting to take over a number of the functions of the Conven-

tion, most notably the registration process and all contracts in 

addition to the National Train Show, which the National has long 

operated. Ray thinks the National Convention Chair was attempt-

ing to turn the convention into more of an annual professional 

meeting for the hobby. This was the way it was done for a num-

ber of years starting in 2006 in Philadelphia. This group indicated 

they would like to return to California to either Sacramento or 

San Jose. Ray said he would organize it in Sacramento and so 

that was it. The committee was built based heavily on the 2000 

committee with a few new faces and a lot of experience on what 

worked and how to get it done. The 2011 NMRA convention was 

another successful event. Ray has served as National Convention 

Manager from the end of 2011 to the present.  

Ray took a turn at working in the hobby when he established Dig-

ital Bay in 1998, a company providing sales and service of DCC 

products.  This was very interesting and rewarding for Ray, who 

had been a strong advocate of DCC, but the business did not turn 

out to be a big financial success. The business took a great deal of 

time and energy. Life became all hobby with the time between 

PCR, NMRA and Digital Bay. Ray does not know why anyone 

would want to get involved in the business aspect of their hobby. 

One aspect of model railroading that has become a very im-

portant part of Ray’s interest is operations. Ray first got involved 

in operations in the late 1990s. Since then has had the opportunity 

to operate on a great many layouts, both in the Bay Area and 

throughout the country. As a result, he has formed a great many 

friends and they have all turned out to be great people. A number 

of years ago Ray was talking with Jack Wall, who was deeply 

involved in membership recruiting within NMRA. They agreed 

that the number one reason to be an NMRA member was the 

friendships you develop but Jack noted you could not sell 

“friendship” when you are trying to recruit a new member.  

Ray has chaired two PCR conventions and is leading his third 

NMRA Convention, which will be held in Santa Clara in 2021.  

He is concerned about getting enough local people to volunteer to 

help. Although a number of members who worked on the 2000 

and 2011 conventions have “signed on”, many members are find-

ing age is inhibiting their ability to take on functions. Ray is con-

cerned some members don’t understand the role of the 21st Cen-

tury Limited Corporation. It was originally developed in prepara-

tion for the 2000 NMRA Convention to shield PCR from any 

liability if things did not work out and provide appropriate pro-

tection to those involved in the planning and execution of the 

convention. Since the corporation still existed when work first 

began on the 2011 convention the same corporation was used 

again. It is being used for a third time for the 2021 convention. 

These conventions typically involve signing contracts for over a 

million dollars. Having a separate corporation removes the worry 

of taking risks and provides a cushion to allow the committee to 

move forward with confidence. Both conventions to date have 

produced surpluses and the 21st Century Limited Corporation has 

used this fund to support several specific “capital” projects such 

as the purchase of John Allen Awards, some projectors and PCR 

promotional brochures. They have looked at several possible pro-

jects including the development of a West Coast edition of the 

Operations Road Show layout that is headquartered in the mid-

west. It provides Time Table and Train Order experience on a 

large layout that is portable. After studying this opportunity, it 

was determined there needs to be a place for the layout to be per-

manently set up between operating events so all layout functions 

remain working and in good maintenance and repair. This project 

is still a possibility if the right space should come available! Ray 

thinks that with the experience gained from 2000 and 2011 the 

2021 Convention will run smoothly with a growing reliance on 

electronics and communications to reduce the need for meetings. 

Hhe remains concerned they need to find more volunteers to han-

dle a number of key jobs. 

Ray feels one of the encouraging things in the hobby is that mod-

elers have pushed for, and manufacturers have responded to, is 

the movement toward ever greater prototype accuracy. A price of 

this fidelity is the increasing fragility of parts. Also, electronics 

are becoming an increasingly important part of most layouts and 

providing greater operating fidelity. It is also important for the 

organization to stay focused on the fact that people are in the 

hobby to meet their personal needs, to find a relaxing diversion 

from everyday life and to excel at something. Bottom line, Ray 

especially enjoys all the friendships he has developed all through-

out the country and world. 

From all of the above it should be clear Ray has an abiding love 

of our organization and has had a huge affectct on many aspects 

of this organization, especially our conventions. Ray’s efforts 

have not gone unnoticed. He was the Coast Member of the Year 

in 2003, received the PCR Presidents Award in 1991 and John 

Allen Award in 1995. He was given the NMRA Presidents 

Award in 2005 and the 

NMRA Meritorious Ser-

vice Award in 2014. For 

more than a decade Ray 

has also served as 

PCR’s Honors Chair-

man – coordinating our 

program of recognizing 

members contributions 

to the organization and 

the hobby.  

Looking Back ct’d. 
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Coast Division Report 

By Doug Smith 

Hello, I Must Be Going … 

Not the Phil Collins song, but the original and irreplaceable Groucho’s version.  Anyone under about 50 

can Google it and see what I mean: 

Hello, I must be going, 

I cannot stay, I came to say I must be going 

I'm glad I came but just the same I must be going … 

In the space of a few weeks earlier this summer my wife became ill.  Not just a little flu bug.  She is suffering from a nerve 

disease in the family of Parkinson’s.  This means that my time budget for any given day, week, month, etc., has changed.  One 

things that has to change is my activity with Coast Division.  I’m going to have to step down as Superintendent effective the 

September Coast Division meet.   I’ll try to continue working as a 2020 Convention co-chair with Chris and Earl, and hope to 

see that through to a good finish.  But the Sup's job was one thing that had to change.   

As I mentioned in the last Coast Dispatcher issue, thanks to all of the folks who have done the many things that have to hap-

pen for a Division (and a Region) to function.  Far too many to thank here, but if you’re reading this you’re probably one of 

those folks.  It’s been a lot of fun working with all of you, whether we’ve seen eye to eye on everything or not.  No excep-

tions, thank you all.   

After announcing this at our Board of Operations meeting recently Dave Connery explained what happens next.  At the fol-

lowing meet, September 22nd at the Elks, an election will be held for a successor.  Please contact Dave if you’re a Coast mem-

ber and would like a shot at this busy but rewarding job.   

With Kathy’s illness her ability to live comfortably in a 2 story house has gone away.  We’ve signed the papers to move to 

Santa Rosa, close to her sister.  It’s a nice single story home with a California oddity – a finished basement !!!  Not a huge 

one, but still.  So as time permits good things will be happening down there.  And I’ll get to check out more of the RED 

meets. 

On to a quick review of the June meet. I’ll poach most of the words from the recent Dispatcher.  Some of this is second hand 

as I had to leave the June meet early, but as right as I can get it. 

Clinics:  Before the business meeting two excellent clinics were presented by Earl Girvan and Ray Davis.  Earl presented a 

follow-on to his earlier LED clinic, with good new techniques that we’ve come to expect from him.  Very informative and 

well received.  Ray has been working with a Circuit machine, used in other hobbies to cut out multiple copies of shaped mate-

rials.  Any railroad applications there?  You bet.  Lots of great ideas and thoughts from a well presented topic. 

Looking forward to September we have a different clinic approach planned.  We are going to try mini-clinics.  There will be 

several shorter clinics rotating the audience past tables set up for each.  This is a test run for a similar format being planned for 

the 2020 PCR convention.  We’re a little short on space to have folks be able to repeat one or more clinics if they like, but 

that’s the future plan.  If you have something that can be presented in a short time but don’t want to stretch it to a full hour, 

give it a try.  Rich Brennan is our clinic lead and he’ll be happy to hear from you, if not for September then perhaps the up-

coming PCR.  

Convention Updates:  Diamond Rails Forever in Sacramento was a success.  Extended coverage throughout this issue. Great 

clinics as you might imagine.  Lots of tours and operating sessions.  I sat in with the Sacramento Modular group for their 

evening ops session at the convention site.  When you consider that every layout variation that is made changes the operating 

scenario, this session was a pretty good trick pulled off very well.  Jim Collins and his team get top marks for hosting a fun 

weekend.  Awards included Pete Birdsong as Member of the Year for Coast Division, and Pat LaTorres receiving the John 

Allen Award.   

Planning continues on the 2020 convention in Concord.  The host site will be the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  The committee mem-

bership is pretty well filled with energetic and professional Coast Division members.  We just have to get everyone back from 

summer and pointed in the right direction !!!  It should be a good one.  Dates are April 30 through May 3, 2020.  The web site 

is up and running, so make your plans soon and be there.   

So the next Sup’t report will be from a different keyboard.  Thanks again everyone.  ‘Wish it could have lasted a little longer. 

Cheers, Doug 

Coast Division 
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              Redwood Empire Division Report 
                 By Steve Skold 

The RED summer picnic was held at the Annual Power Up event at the Power and Implement Muse-

um in Penngrove.  A great time was had viewing both operating and non-operating equipment.  Oper-

ating engines included Fairbanks Morse diesel engines and a newly renovated 1913 New Huber 

steam tractor.  The big star was the Pratt and Whitney R 4360 radial aircraft engine used on the short-

lived B-36 bomber.  It had 6 radial engines and 4 jet engines and was the  transition plane between 

the B-29 and the B-52.  I remember seeing them do touch and goes at Moffitt Field in the early 50’s.   

I did not make it to the NMRA National Convention in Salt Lake City but instead just got back from the National Narrow 

Gauge Convention in Sacramento.  It was hot as was to be expected but very enjoyable.  There were a number of great narrow 

gauge layouts available to tour.  As they always do, layout tours were held in the afternoon when it is light enough to find the 

addresses.   

We lost one of our founding members in July.  Russ Clover passed away at the age of 93.  Many remember him as the owner 

of Clover House Products that he ran out of his basement in Sebastopol.  Russ helped found the Redwood Empire Division 

and was very active for many years.  He was a US Navy Veteran of WW II and Korea. 

Our next Division meeting will be at Monroe Hall in Santa Rosa on November  16.  Doors open at 10 AM and the meeting 

starts at 11 AM with a break for lunch at 12:30.  Details will be in the Callboard about three weeks before the meeting. 

This is my last year as Director.  We are looking for someone to take over starting next May and nominations need to be into 

PCR by the first of December.  May I be the first to wish you a Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 27th was a great day to be in the Santa Barbara/Goleta area. Why? Because that was 

the day for the Daylight Division’s Summer Meet - that’s why! 

The meet, organized by Bruce Morden, was held at the Goleta Depot and 21 Daylight Division 

members were in attendance when the meet began promptly at 10:00 AM. The meet started out 

with a “Chat with the Prez” with Pacific Coast Region President, Chris Palermo. Chris updated the members on what was 

going on with the NMRA and PCR and each of its divisions. 

Next up on the agenda was a presentation by John Ryan. John gave a very informative presenta-

tion on what it takes to keep the museum’s 7-1/2” gauge railroad operational. John explained the 

tools and supplies required to keep the railroad running each week for the museum’s visitors. 

The next presentation was given by Santa Barbara Railroad Museum docents, Dave Eldridge and 

David Kuehn. Dave and David gave detailed information on what went into the construction of the 

Goleta Depot’s HO scale display layout and what it takes to keep it operational. Later on, after the 

conclusion of the meet, they both gave a tour of the museum’s HO display layout and the progress 

being made on the layout and the research into what went to develop 

the layout into what it is today. 

The final presentation was given by Daylight Division Superinten-

dent, Neil Fernbaugh, and by the meet organizer, Bruce Morden. 

They presented how to model Eucalyptus and Citrus trees. Neil 

should know, as he grows citrus in the Visalia area! Members were 

given an opportunity to have a hands-on technique to attempt to 

make eucalyptus trees. Yours’s truly attempted and did a reasonable 

job on creating a Eucalyptus tree. 

At the conclusion of the 3 presentations, we got the official business out of the way and held the 

Redwood Empire Division 

Continued on page 28 

Daylight  Division Daylight Division Report 

by Doug Wagner 

    Chris Palermo With Doug        
Wagner and the President’s  

Service Award 

Neil Fernbaugh Creates  
Eucalyptus Trees 
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Daylight Division’s White Elephant Auction. After the White Elephant Auction, it was 

time to look around the museum and be on our merry way to visit the local layouts that 

were on tour. Layouts on tour were the Museum’s HO display layout, which depicts a 

very well detailed downtown Santa Barbara and depot. We also took part in a ride 

around the Goleta Shortline, the 7-1/2” gauge railroad around the museum’s right away. 

After departing the museum, the first layout we arrived at was Dana Driskel’s N scale 

Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad. Dana has done many revisions to his layout, and 

this was only the latest (I can’t even get my first version of a layout built!).  

Next on the layout tour agenda was to drop 

by California Hobbies, to spend some of 

our hard-earned income and browse 

around the shop and watch the N scale trains run around the layout on display 

there. The next two layouts on tour were ones that we have never seen. Next up, 

was Rick Cremeen’s layout G and HO scale layouts. Talk about the ultimate Man

-Cave! (see photos) Not only does Rick have an assortment of G and HO scale 

stuff, but you ought to check out his prototype stuff, too!  

Before we headed back home to Bakersfield, the last lay-

out on the tour was David Kuehn’s HO scale layout. Da-

vid is also a docent at the Santa Barbara Railroad Muse-

um. David has a unique way of operations. He and another 

modeler operate between their two layouts by having a yard that are on both layouts so they can shut-

tle identical rolling stock which they have on their respective layouts. They can be sorted spotted at 

industries on each other’s layouts. 

After David gave us the nickel tour, it was time to head back to Bakersfield, and looking forward to 

the next Daylight Division get together.  

Just to let you folks know, we do have fun at the Daylight Division Events and really enjoy ourselves. 

If you have not been to one recently, please consider joining us for the next one. Be sure to visit the 

Daylight Division’s web site at http://pcrnmra.org/daylight/ 

 

 

August 10 was the date for the summer meet of the  Sierra Division, PCR

-NMRA. The meet followed a familiar format with a brief business meet-

ing followed by model and photo contest judging and a show-and-tell ses-

sion where we had several interesting presentations. The show-and-tell is proving to be a popular segment 

of our meets lately and our thanks go to the Redwood Empire Division for sharing the idea and to Dave 

Bayless for overseeing it.  As usual, the modeling and photo contest winners were announced and we held 

the door prize drawing at the end of the morning session. The photo contest (Track & Structures) winners were Joan Giaco-

melli  with First Place, Walt Schedler with Second Place, and Ben Hughes & Tom Van Horn tied for Third Place. The model 

contest (Structures Built During The Last Six Months) winners were Walt Schedler with First Place, Ben Hughes with Second 

Place, and Michaels Eldridge with Third Place. 

 

 

 

Daylight  Division ct’d. 

Dana Driskell’s Los Angeles & Salt Lake 

Milton Sans Soucie, Rick Creemen and Mike 

O’Brien with Rick’s G Scale Layout 

From Rick Creemen’s  

collection. Notice the 

spelling of “freight”. 

Obviously there were no 

spell-checkers in 1944! 

Sierra Division Report 

by Chip Meriam 

Dick Witzens With A 

Whimsical Rendition 

Of His Circus Train 

We Had A Full House At The 

Fair Oaks  Library 

Continued on page 29 
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PCR is Celebrating 75 Years 
 

The Pacific Coast Region was formed in 1944, as the first region in the NMRA. This year we are 75 years old, the first Region in the 
NMRA to reach this milestone. If you have any ideas on how we should celebrate this milestone please share them with the PCR 
Historian, Dave Connery at dgconnery@sbcglobal.net. We will only be 75 once! 

After the morning session in Fair Oaks, we drove the 

short distance to Hagen Park Rancho Cordova, home 

of the Sacramento Valley Live Steamers. As the Live 

Steamers prepared for our visit, we had and excellent quali-

ty barbecue lunch consisting of Mesquite Grilled Chicken, 

Tri-Tip, and several side dishes including, but not limited to, 

ranch-style beans and potato salad. This all prepared by fel-

low member Dan Moody. 

As lunch was wrapping up, the steam trains began their first 

trips with Sierra Division members aboard.  There was also 

a G- Scale loop set up with several interesting locomotives 

including a Shay  side-geared logging engine. 

The trains took several round-trip excursions across 

the vast campus of the Live Steam park. Everyone 

has a chance to ride at least once. A good time was 

had by all. 

Our express thanks to the Sacramento Valley 

Live Steamers and, especially, their president, 

Andy Berchielli.  

 

Sierra Division, ct’d. 

Joan Giacomellt Poses With Her 

First Place Photo Entry. (This was 

here first - ever contest entry!) 

Dan Moody. Our Chef  

For The Day 

G Scale Shay Chugging Around The Loop 

First Group Out After Lunch 

Dave Bayless Offers Professional Advice To One Of Our Host 

Hog Heads As Ben Hughes And Ed Powell Look On 

mailto:dgconnery@sbcglobal.net
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October 4 – 6, 2019 - Central Coast Railroad Festival, San 
Luis Obispo and Northern Santa Barbara Counties, CA., 
Hosted by San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum, 1940 Santa 

Barbara Avenue, San Luis Obispo, CA.  MAP  

 

October 12, 2019 Sierra Division Meet—Chico, CA Time 

and venue to be announced. chipmeriam@comcast.net 

 

October 6, 2019 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Just Trains Annual 
Open House, 5650 Imhoff Dr, Suite H, Concord, CA. Map  Free 

for the entire family! Come to the Just Trains 
Open House where you can see and learn why 
Model Railroading is the World's Greatest Hob-
by and why there can be something for every-
one to enjoy. We will fill the parking lot with 
operating model railways and manufactuers' 
displays. In the store will be free food, special 
sales and a chance for everyone to win door 
prizes.  
See the website for the manufacturers and ser-
vice representatives that will be in attendance. 
The list of participating organizations is also 

shown. Check out the slide show of a previous 
open house. For more information, call (925) 
685-6566 or e-mail info@just-trains.com.  

 

October 12, 2019 - Sierra Division Fall Meet. 
Chico, CA. • Time and venue to be announced. 

Save the date! Two layout visits in the morning plus a visit with 
WP Memorabilia collector and historian, Loren Dunlap. After-
noon meeting at Round Table Pizza on Mangrove Avenue be-
gins at 12:00. Contact Chip Meriam for information. 530 899 
2609  chipmeriam@comcast.net   

October 12, 2019 - 1:00 to 4:00 pm, Fall 2019 Train Club Open 
House, West Bay Model Railroad Association, Menlo Park Cal-
train Station, 1090 Merrill Street, Menlo Park, CA.  MAP  Watch 
trains run on our scenic two-level layout while club members 
answer your questions. Call (650) 322-0685 for more infor-
mation. Donations are greatly appreciated.  

October 12 & 13, 2019 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Fall Train 
Show, Black Diamond Lines Model Railroad Club, 425 Fulton 
Shipyard Rd, Antioch, CA.  MAP  FLYER  Fares: - Adults: $3.00 - 
Seniors (60+): $2.00 - Children (6-12): $2.00 - Children under 6: 
Free Info: info@blackdiamondlines.com  

October 12 & 13, 2019 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Model Rail-
road Open House, Carquinez Model Railroad Society, 645 
Loring Ave (across from C&H Sugar), Crockett, CA. (MAP) 
Visit the Carquinez Model Railroad Society's HO scale three 
level 36'x60' model railroad depicting the Southern 
Pacific/Union Pacific railroad as it traverses California from 
Oakland, California to Sparks, NV through the picturesque 
East Bay before climbing through the dramatic scenery of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains, to Sparks, NV. Admission is $5.00 

for adults, under 16 free when accompanied by an adult. 

November 2 & 3, 2019 - Saturday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm; Sun-
day: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Fall Train Show and Open 
House, South Bay Historical Railroad Society, Santa 
Clara Caltrain Station, Santa Clara, CA. (408) 243-3969. • MAP  
Admission: $5 all persons 18 and over. Children Free. Online 
registration opens October 1st. Two museum-quality model 
railroad displays, running multiple trains (HO- and N-scale). 
Enjoy our museum of real railroad artifacts. The historic Santa 
Clara tower is a great place to spot a real train whiz by. Come 
view the 1912 Pullman business car and imagine 1st class travel 
back in the day! Check out our used items for sale at the Com-
pany Store. Live Blue Grass music by Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 
Association on Saturday from 12:00 - 3:00 pm. Come on by and 
talk railroading with fellow railfans and SBHRS members. 
Come see one of the best railroad libraries in Northern Califor-
nia. All-Day Lunch Counter 
 
November 16, 2019 - 11:00 am to 4:00 pm, Redwood Em-
pire Division Fall Meet, Monroe Hall, 1400 West College 
Ave, Santa Rosa, CA. Map  
 
December 7, 2019 - 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, Holiday Train Open 
House, South Bay Historical Railroad Society, Santa la-
ra Caltrain Station, 1005 Railroad Ave, Santa Clara. The Muse-
um and Model Train Layouts will be open before and after the 
arrival of the Caltrain Holiday Train about 8:10 PM. See 
the schedule for other station stops. Come see the dazzling 
show train, with more than 70,000 glittering lights, as it stops at 
Santa Clara for a performance by holiday characters and, of 
course, Santa! Also, you are encouraged to bring an unwrapped 
toy for a child in need and put it in the toy donation barrels at 
the station. The toys are distributed after the event by The Sal-
vation Army and Toys for Tots. Last year, the event brought 
together over 35,000 Bay Area residents and collected over 
3,000 toys.  
 
December 7 & 8, 2019 - 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Model Rail-
road Open House, Carquinez Model Railroad Society, 645 
Loring Ave (across from C&H Sugar), Crockett, CA. (MAP) 
Visit the Carquinez Model Railroad Society's HO scale three 
level 36'x60' model railroad depicting the Southern 
Pacific/Union Pacific railroad as it traverses California from 
Oakland, California to Sparks, NV through the picturesque 
East Bay before climbing through the dramatic scenery of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains, to Sparks, NV. Admission is $5.00 
for adults, under 16 free when accompanied by an adult.  
 
December 7 & 8, 2019 - Saturday: 10:00 am to 5:00 PM; Sun-
day: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, 42nd Annual Train Show, Stanislaus 
County Fairgrounds, 900 N Broadway, Turlock, CA. • MAP  For 
more information on vendor tables, call Vern Cowan (714) 686-
7165 or e-mail f3santafevern@gmail.com.  
 

 

Continued on page 31 
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see page 

32 

For more 
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the PCR 
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               Calendar 

http://ccrrf.com/
http://slorrm.com/
http://goo.gl/maps/AUoio
https://just-trains.com/Home/Open-House
https://just-trains.com/Home/Open-House
https://goo.gl/maps/XEjwtpYbTyq8eViD8
https://just-trains.com/Home/Open-House
mailto:info@just-trains.com?subject=Just%20Trains%20Open%20House
http://www.pcrnmra.org/sierra/
http://wbmrra.ning.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/JPZ9P5YqmgcJtgJx9
http://www.blackdiamondlines.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/ALLzAHXM2kqA656i9
http://www.pcrnmra.org/pcr/calendar/pdf/BDL-2019-Fall-Show-Flyer.pdf
mailto:info@blackdiamondlines.com
http://cmrstrainclub.org/
http://mapq.st/2pyKyxc
http://www.sbhrs.org/
http://www.caltrain.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/4wToYtCzvKK2
http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
http://mapq.st/2qVt11a
http://www.sbhrs.org/
http://www.caltrain.com/
http://www.holiday-train.org/
http://www.holiday-train.org/train-schedule
http://cmrstrainclub.org/
http://mapq.st/2pyKyxc
http://sjvtoytrainoperatorsinc.com/
https://goo.gl/maps/7LzuDp9vxhHSqceCA
mailto:f3santafevern@gmail.com
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Calendar 
 

December 7-8, 2019 -  Saturday 1-4pm, Sunday 1-

8pm. West Bay Model RR Holiday Train Show. HO 

trains running on 2-level DCC layout designed for oper-

ations. Staging, yards, terminals, industries, scenery, 

landscaping and hand-painted backdrops all now 100% 

complete. Visitors and potential members welcome. 

Donations greatly appreciated. Located a few hundred 

feet south of the Menlo Park Caltrain station, in the for-

mer baggage building, at 1090 Merrill St. , between the sta-

tion and Ravenswood Ave. For more information, visit wbmr-

ra.ning.com and facebook.com/wbmrra. Or leave a voice 

message at 650-322-0685, or contact Lou Cartalano at 650-

964-5603 

email cartalano@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 
 
December 8, 2019 - 9:00 am to 
5:00 pm, The Quarterly NMRA 
Coast Division Meet - a FREE 
Model Railroading Event,, 1001 
Davis Street, San Leandro, CA. (at 
SF Bay Area Council Office of 
Boy Scouts of America) MAP See 

railroad models and photos. Meet their Makers! Bring YOUR 
models to share! Enjoy workshops and roundtable discus-
sions: Get your questions answered and problems solved. En-
joy John Allen's TimeSaver Switching Puzzle!  Win a door 
prize? Large auction of modeling stuff.  
Driving: Exit Davis Street from Highway 880, 0.6 mi east to 
1001 Davis on right.  
BART: Exit San Leandro Station, walk 0.3 mi west on Davis 
St to SW corner of Davis at Orchard Ave, across from 
Thrasher Park. Click here to download Flyer with descrip-
tions, schedule and driving directions.  

 
2020 Events 

 

 

January 24 – 26, 2020 – – Bay Area Layout Design & Opera-

tions Weekend, Sponsored by Pacific Coast Region-

NMRA and Layout Design SIG . The meet and all three days of 

layout tours are open to ALL, regardless of affiliation or 

membership. NMRA, PCR, LDSIG, or any other SIG mem-

bership is NOT required! If you can't join us for the entire 

meet, at least come out and enjoy some truly wonderful lay-

outs. More information will be posted in the latter months of 

2019. Save the dates! TSG video report on 2019's meet 

 

April 30 – May 3, 2020 - Clear to the Coast 2020, Pacific 

Coast Region Convention, co-sponsored by Western Railway 

Museum, Crowne Plaza Concord / Walnut Creek, 45 John 

Glenn Drive, Concord, CA.  MAP Registrations are now 

being accepted! Special "Early Bird" fare of $130.00 is good 

until 11/30/19, then full fare will be $150.00.  
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For more 

details on 

these 

events go 

to the Cal-

endar at 

the PCR 

web site.  

 

For a list 

of monthly 

activities 

see page 

32 

Branch Line 

Deadlines for 2020 

 

JAN-FEB-MAR 2020 issue 

Articles due by 

December 10, 2019 

 

APR-MAY-JUN 2020 issue 

Articles due by 

March 10, 2020 

 

JUL-AUG-SEP 2020 issue 

Articles due by 

June 10, 2020 

 

OCT-NOV-DEC 2019 issue 

Articles due by 

September 10, 2019 

 

Please direct questions to the 

PCR Publications Manager, 

Gus Campagna at 

campgus@earthlink.net 

Or phone (707) 664-8466 

mailto:cartalano@sbcglobal.net
http://www.pcrnmra.org/coast
https://goo.gl/maps/ma8CT5zcMvz
http://www.pcrnmra.org/pcr/calendar/pdf/Coast2018-19Flyer.pdf
http://www.pcrnmra.org/
http://www.pcrnmra.org/
http://www.ldsig.org/
https://youtu.be/DTFMO8mInSQ
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2020
http://www.wrm.org/
http://www.wrm.org/
https://goo.gl/maps/aYHfhm3dDjH2


 

PCR Branch Line                                                                    Oct-Nov-Dec 2019                                                                       32 

 

 

 

Ti
m

e 
Ta

b
le

, 
ct

’d
. 

Monthly Activities  

These ac-

tivities oc-

cur each 

month on 

the days 

indicated. 

See the 

Club Info 

section 

starting on 

page 33 for 

location 

and contact 

information 

First and Third Thursday - 7:00 PM / Siskiyou 
Model RR Club  / Yreka Western Depot, 300 

East Miner St., Yreka, CA (Exit 775 from I-5). 

Info: Tom Brass, (530) 842-4921, Glenn Joesten 

(530) 340-2537 

First Friday 7:30 PM / San Leandro Historical 
Railway Society (HO, O, G), Monthly meeting / 

1302 Orchard Ave, San Leandro, CA / Club 

phone 510-569-2490 / Info: info@slhrs.org. 

First Saturday 11:00AM  to 12:00 PM / Golden 
State Model Railroad Museum / East Bay Model 

Engineers Society (O, HO, N, Narrow Gauge, 

Traction) / Point Richmond, CA / Club Phone 

510-234-4884 or info@gsmrm.org 

Second Tuesday 7:30 PM / Empire Builders 
Model Railroad Club (HO) 3318 School St, Oak-

land, CA / e-mail: president@ebmrc.org 

Second Wednesday 7:30 PM / Golden Empire 

Historical and Modeling Society (HO&N) 
Bakersfield, CA / Doug Wagner, e-mail: 

carldw@aol.com or 661-589-0391 / Club phone: 

661-325-5820 

Third Wednesday 8:00 PM / West Bay Mod-

el Railroad Association, Monthly Business 

Meeting, 1090 Merrill Street, Menlo Park, 

CA / Lou Cartalano at 650-964-5603/e-mail 

cartalano@sbcglobal.net 

Second Saturday 10:00 AM / Tehachapi Loop 

RR Club / Tehachapi, CA / Tom O'Brien, e-mail: 

threerail@earthlink.net 661-822-1546 

Second Saturday 1:00 PM / European Train En-
thusiasts (ETE) Sacramento Chapter (Z, HO, 1)  

Sacramento, CA / Roland DiFranco 209-948-

6776 or Steven Stern, e-mail: sterns@rahul.net 

Second Saturday 1:30 PM / Carquinez Toy Train 
Operating Museum Business Meeting , 645 Lor-
ing Ave (Across from C&H Sugar), Crockett, 
CA. MAP 
 
Second Saturday 3:00 - 6:00 PM / California 
Central Club (HO & HOn3) / Old Agnew Sta-
tion, 4185 Bassett St, Santa Clara, CA / Subject 
to change, contacting us in advance of your visit 
is highly recommended at: 
ccmrc1961@gmail.com 

Second & Fourth Weekends / Swanton Pacific 
Railroad Society (19")  

Santa Cruz County, CA / Ed Carnegie, e-mail: 

ecarnegi@calpoly.edu or 805-756-2378 

Mid-Month Weekends / Bitter Creek Western RR 

(Live Steam)  
Arroyo Grande, CA / Dan Andrews, e-mail: 

danandrews@charter.net or 805-481-0419 

Third Monday 7:00 PM / San Luis Obispo Model 

Railroad Association (all)  
Oceano Depot, CA / Dennis Pearson, e-mail: in-

fo@slomra.org or 805-929-3062 

Third Tuesday 7:00 PM / Visalia Electric Model 

Railroad & Historical Society / Meets at Ryan's 
Place Restaurant, 3103 South Mooney Blvd, 

Visalia, CA / Cecil Eppler, e-mail: cec-

il_eppler@sbcglobal.net  
 

Third Friday 7:00 - 11:00 PM / Black Diamond 

Lines Model Railroad Club Operating session 
(HO) / Antioch, CA /  

Info: info@blackdiamondlines.com /  

Club phone 925-779-1964  

Third Saturday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Noon / San 

Joaquin Central Operating Session (HO) / Fresno, 
CA / Chuck Harmon, e-mail: harmon-

sta@aol.com or 559-299-4385. It's April 1949 on 

SP's Donner Pass and fictitious SJC. An advance 
courtesy contact is appreciated. Send e-mail to be 

added to mailing list. 

Third Saturday / Sacramento Modular Railroad-

ers Operating Session (HO) / Sacramento, CA / 

Scott McAllister, e-mail: scooter923@att.net 

Fourth Wednesday 7:00 PM / Coast Toy Train 
Club / Wood Glen Hall, 3010 Foothill Rd (at Ala-
mar), Santa Barbara, CA / Lots of collecting in S, 
O, and Standard gauges. / Contact: Ken Kelley, e
-mail: kenatttr@thirdrail.com 

 

http://www.yrekawesternrr.com/planyourvisit.htm
http://www.yrekawesternrr.com/planyourvisit.htm
http://www.slhrs.org
http://www.slhrs.org
mailto:info@slhrs.org
http://www.gsmrm.org
http://www.gsmrm.org
mailto:info@gsmrm.org
http://www.ebmrc.org
http://www.ebmrc.org
mailto:president@ebmrc.org
http://www.gehams.org/
http://www.gehams.org/
mailto:carldw@aol.com
http://wbmrra.ning.com/
http://wbmrra.ning.com/
http://www.tlrc.club/
http://www.tlrc.club/
mailto:threerail@earthlink.net
http://www.ete.org/ca/news_sacramento.htm
http://www.ete.org/ca/news_sacramento.htm
mailto:sterns@rahul.net
http://www.cttom.org/
http://www.cttom.org/
http://mapq.st/2pyKyxc
http://www.calcentralmrc.org/
http://www.calcentralmrc.org/
mailto:ccmrc1961@gmail.com
http://sprr.calpoly.edu/index.html
http://sprr.calpoly.edu/index.html
mailto:ecarnegi@calpoly.edu
http://www.bittercreekwesternrr.org/
mailto:danandrews@charter.net
http://www.slomra.org
http://www.slomra.org
mailto:info@slomra.org
mailto:info@slomra.org
mailto:cecil_eppler@sbcglobal.com
mailto:cecil_eppler@sbcglobal.com
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2008/san_joaquin_central.htm
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2008/san_joaquin_central.htm
mailto:harmonsta@aol.com
mailto:harmonsta@aol.com
http://saccentral.railfan.net/
http://saccentral.railfan.net/
mailto:scooter923@att.net
mailto:kenatttr@thirdrail.com
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Enjoy the 

fellowship 

and learn-

ing experi-

ences of a 

club near 

you 

Alameda County Central Railroad Society 
ACCRS is located at the Alameda Co. Fair 
Grounds, Pleasanton. A 30 by 100 foot room has 
O and HO layouts. Open to the public every Fri-
day, 6 to 10 PM, they operate continuously dur-
ing county fairs and special events. Annual dues: 
$24, $15 initiation fee; Jr membership for 
ages 12 to 18 (with sponsor), free. Contact: Gary 
Lewis 925-455-8135 
Email:glgslewis@comcast.net  
Web:www.pleasantonmodelrr.org/index.html 
 

Amador County Model Railroad Museum 

The ACMRRM is located at #1 Main Street, 

Jackson, California adjacent to the historic Na-

tional Hotel.  Our non-profit association is open 
to the public from 10 AM to 5 PM, Friday 

through Sunday during Winter months and 

Wednesday through Sunday during the Sum-
mer.  Work sessions are held every Tuesday 

starting at 10 AM.  Our scenic DCC HO-scale 

layout depicts the lumber and gold mining histo-

ry of Amador County.  Operations include the 
Amador Central short line as well as the railroads 

of California's Central Valley including terminals 

at Stockton and Sacramento.   
Contact: Robert Piety, 209-296-
3587  email  rdpiety@sbcglobal.net  
 

Antioch Model Railroad Club 
The Black Diamond Lines is an HO Club located 
at 425 Fulton Shipyard Rd, Antioch. BDL has 
been in continuous operation since 1981.We 
meet Tues. & Fri., 7:00pm to 10:00pm. Formal 
Operating Session on the 3rd Friday of the 
Month, but visitors can always find trains 
running every club night. For more information, 
e-mail info@blackdiamondlines.com or visit us 
on the web at www.blackdiamondlines.com and 
we can be found on Facebook and YouTube. 
 

Bay Area Ntrak Model Railroad Club 
BANTrak MRC invites N scale modelers to visit 
us at the Wells Fargo Express Room, Southern 
Pacific Railroad depot, 902 Loring Ave., Crock-
ett, on Wed. and Sat., 10 AM to 3 PM. Contact: 
Bob Lewis, 925-283-6838  
E-mail: BobLewis1@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 

Bay Area S Scalers 
BASS is a group of modeler railroaders in the 
San Francisco Bay Area focused on scale model-
ing in 1:64 scale. BASS is a round robin club, 
typically meeting in a member's home on the 
third Saturday of odd numbered months. Meet-
ings may include a mini-clinic, or showing 
progress on models or a layout. We also have a 
modular layout that has been displayed at public 
events. Contact: Michael Eldridge 
(meldridge2000@gmail.com). 
Web: www.bayareasscalers.org. 
 

California Central Model RR Club 
The CCMRC is located in the old Agnew depot 
(Santa Clara) of the Southern Pacific (4185 Bas-
sett St.) directly across from the Lafayette St. 
gate of Agnew State Hospital. The theme of the 
15' x 50' HO club is western railroading running 
from the Bay Area to Southern Oregon. We meet 
Fri., 7:30 to 11 PM. Operating sessions the 1st 
and last Fri. of the month. Contact: 408-988-4449 
(operating nights), or Wayne Cohen, 408- 779-
0707. 
 

Carquinez Model Railroad Society 
HO Model Railroading on a Grand Scale! Can 
you imagine taking one real time hour to run an 
SP (or your favorite name) DCC train round trip 
from Oakland, through the Sierras to Sparks and 
back? Don't imagine, join us! Friday nights 7-10 
(by appointment) at 645 Loring Dr, 2nd Floor, 
Crockett CA Call Weds 7-10 510-787-6703 or e 
mail anytime loggingrr@aol.com , 
bob@bob2sell.com or lambert5522@att.net 
 

Coastal Valley Lines 
Coastal Valley Lines Model Railroad Club of 
Sonoma County, LTD (Coastal Valley Lines) is 
an association of novice-to-expert model rail-
roaders from the Sonoma County area, who oper-
ate a digitally command controlled (DCC) HO 
scale modular railroad at public and private 
events, and gather for clinics, work sessions and 
monthly meetings.  Coastal Valley Lines is incor-
porated in the State of California with its primary 
purpose of educating the public about model rail-
roading as a family hobby and is a not-for-profit 
501(c) 3 organization with elected officers and 
bylaws.  Additional information can be found at 

cvlrr.com.   
 
 

Continued on page 34 
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Eel River Valley Model Railroaders 
The Eel River Valley is an HO club with a NWP-
layout series of modules under construction. We 
meet Fri., 7:30 PM at the Humboldt County Fair 
Grounds Commercial Building, NW corner, 
Ferndale. Contact: Jack Jensen, 707-845-2823, 
3313 Union St., Eureka, CA 95503 or Ron Plies, 
208-229-7107, 12818 N. 11th Ave., Boise, ID 
83714. 

 
Elsie 
The Left Coast (Elsie) HOn30 group invites any-
one interested to join us. We use existing stand-
ards for module construction but are not merely a 
modular group. Contact: Al Sandrini in Bakers-
field, 661-664-8614 or Ken Lunders in Cuperti-
no, 408-777-9572. 
 

Empire Builders Model Railroad Club 
Starting over after a warehouse fire destroyed our 
layout, we are a small friendly group now con-
structing an HO layout of no specific origin 
based in the early 50's era. The mountain division 
is laid and operating, we also have a reasonable 
size yard operationally working well. Work days 
are Saturday and during summer on Wednesdays. 
Our retired members also show up on occasional 
weekdays. The club site is located at 3318 School 
St Oakland, Ca Call Charles at 510-917-5790 or 
Ted at 510-749-7099 for an invite to see/chat/
join. Please visit our website http://
www.ebmrc.org. 
 

European Train Enthusiasts 
ETE (www.ete.org) serves modelers, railway 
fans, related organizations, and the community 
through public venues, operating layouts, the an-
nual convention EuroWest, the chapter newslet-
ter, and the quarterly national journal, the ETE 
Express. ETE is open to all who have an interest 
in European railways, whether full size or scale 
model. The SF Bay Area Chapter meets the sec-
ond Saturday of the month from 1-5pm in vari-
ous locations around the bay. Contact BillKeaney 
(650) 355-7231or billkeaney@comcast.net. 
 
 

Golden Empire Historical & Modeling 
Society 
Bakersfield GEHAMS, founded in 1987 and in 
their current location since March '94, is dual-
scale with a 30' x 100' HO, and a 18' x 80' N 
based on SP's route from Bakersfield to Mojave 
with Tehachapi Loop. Though under construc-
tion, mainlines are in with monthly operations. 
Contact: Doug Wagner, 661-589-0391 email: 
carldw@aol.com GEHAMS web: 
ww.gehams.org 

 

Golden State Model Railroad Museum – 
East Bay Model Engineers Society 

900-A Dornan Drive in Miller-Knox Regional 
Park at Point Richmond. Weekly public hours are 
on our website. To meet members, inquire about 
membership and behind the scenes tours come 
1st & 2nd Friday evenings of the month between 
7:30 and 10 PM.; behind the scenes tours also 
available most Wednesdays 11 AM to 3 PM.  
New members are welcomed in all Scales – O, 
HO and N, including narrow gauge and traction. 
For general information check the website or call 
(510) 234-4884 (recording); for membership in-
quiries call 1st or 2nd Fridays 8-10p.m. (510) 236
-1913. For other information or to schedule spe-
cial  events, Email info@gsmrm.org. Website: 
www.gsmrm.org 

Humboldt Bay & Eureka Model Railroad 
Club 
The HB&EMRC meets at their clubhouse and 
layout at 10 West 7th St., Suite #C in Eureka, on 
Sat., 7:00 PM. Visitors are always welcome. 
Business meetings 1st Sat of month, 7:30 PM. 
Contact: David Berriman P.O. Box 915, Arcata, 
CA 95518 707-825-7689  
 

Monterey & Salinas Valley Railroad 
Museum 
26 Station Place - Salinas, CA 93901  
The Monterey and Salinas Valley Railroad Muse-
um is dedicated to creating & maintaining a Rail-
road Museum in Salinas with an emphasis on the 
historic, contemporary and future value of the 
Railroad to the Salinas Valley and Monterey Bay 
Regions, providing experiential educational op-
portunities for children of all ages enhancing the 
core curriculum and inspiring civic involvement 
in our communities. 
Open first weekends of each month 10AM - 4PM  
831 789 8097 

www.msvrr.org 

info@msvrr.org 

 

 
Continued on page 35 
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Napa Valley Model Railroad Historical 
Society 
Located at The Napa Valley Expo, (fairgrounds), 
575 Third St., Napa, our railroad runs from Napa 
to Ukiah with off line connections to Stockton 
and Portland, has 700 feet of main line, and large 
classification yards at each end. The layout is 
never finished, as we are always rebuilding and 
improving! Era is 1940 to present. Member-
owned rolling stock stresses reliability and real-
ism. We meet Fri. 7:30 PM to 12, with formal 
runs the 2nd Fri. of the month. Info: John Rodg-
ers 707-226-2985 E-mail: Napa-
John@napanet.net Web: www.nvmrc.org 

 
 
Nn3 Alliance 
Our 700 members in nine countries model nar-
row gauge in “smaller scales”. Nn3 describes 3', 
3'6”, and meter gauges, modeled in N or 2MM 
Scales. Our local portable exhibition layouts and 
modules regularly appear at conventions and 
shows. The Nn3 Handbook, 140 pages with 400 
illustrations, covering all aspects of small scale 
narrow gauge, is available through the address on 
the website. Official mailing address: The Nn3 
Alliance, PO Box 6652, Chesterfield, MO 63006 
Web: www.Nn3.org 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nn3/ 
 

Sacramento Model Railroad Historical 
Society 
Established in 1948, the SMRHS is located at 
1990 Grand Ave., Sacramento. Modeled as the 
Sierra Central RR, both HO and HOn3 layouts. 
HO layout is being rebuilt to depict SP/WP pro-
totype. Open Tues. and Fri. nights, 7:30 
PM.Contact:916-927-3618  
Email: d.megeath@comcast.net  
Web: www.smrhs.com 
 

Sacramento Modular Railroaders 
Most of our events are operating sessions, where 
we make up trains in our large switch yard, and 
send road crews out to switch cars into and out of 
industries at the towns along the main line. The 
club owns a large main yard, the corner modules, 
some special modules, and some rolling stock. 
Members own their own modules and rolling  
tock. Contact: memberhip@sacmodularrailroad.com  
 

Sacramento Valley Live Steam Railroad 
Museum (SVLSRM) 
The SVLS was founded in 1968 and is located in 
Hagen Community Park, Rancho Cordova, CA. 
Our initial 1500 feet of track has expanded to 
over 6300 feet of mainline and sidings. Approxi-
mately 1500 feet is dual gauge 4 3/4" and 7 1/2". 
We can accommodate equipment ranging in size 
from 1 inch scale (standard gauge) to 5 inch scale 
(2 foot narrow gauge), the most common scale 
being 1 1/2". Public run days are on the 1st Satur-
day and 3rd Sunday of each month during our 
operating season 

 
 
San Joaquin Valley Garden Railway 
Society 
The SJVGRS was founded in July of 1995 to pro-
mote the joy of building and operating Garden 
Railways. We have grown to over 70 families in 
the Central Valley, meeting monthly at members' 
homes to spend the afternoon sharing our hobby, 
weather permitting. Dues: $25 a year for a fami-
ly. Contact info: Richard Emerson 559-439-7173 
E-mail: emerson.r@worldnet.att.net  
Web: http://home.att.net/~sjvgrs/train/ 
 

San Joaquin Valley Toy Train Operators 
We are an all scale train club.  We have members 

in scales from Z to G.  Whether you are someone 

who likes to run toy trains in circles or model an 
exact date, railroad or scene or anything in be-

tween you are welcome.  Everyone who likes 

trains is welcome.  You don't need to own any 

trains.  We have two portable layouts that we set-
up at public locations.  We have set them up at 

care facilities, Amtrak stations, train shows and 

other places. We also have outside club activities. 
We have gone on the train to Sacramento and the 

Sacramento Rail Museum.  We've ridden the train 

at Railtown 1897 SHP and had a private tour 

there.  Also we have visited home train layouts 
and will have many other activities in the future.  

Our meetings are at the Scouts Hall, 4717 Elm 

Street, Denair, CA at 1:30 PM (doors open at 
12:30) on the first Sunday of each month.  Holi-

days or other events can change that.  We always 

get there by 1:00 PM to visit and see what others 
have brought to show. For more information 

please call Ed Cathcart at 209-479-4432 

 

Continued on page 36 
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San Leandro Historical Railway Society 
The SLHRS models the SP from Oakland/San 
Leandro to just east of Norden using the tri-level 
Donner Pass plan featured in the March '98 Mod-
el Railroader. It's housed in the former S.P., San 
Leandro depot, located at 1302 Orchard Ave., 
San Leandro (just off Davis St.). Work sessions 
Sat. 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM and Tues. 7:30 - 9:30 
PM, business meetings the 1st Fri. at 7:30 PM. 
Contact: Eugene Brichacek, 510-963-2965 
email: embrichacek@gmail.com 

 
San Luis Obispo Model Railroad  
Association (SLOMRA) 
The SLOMRA is a multi-scale modular group 
with active N and HO scale layouts. The goal of 
our nonprofit association is railroad education 
and local history through public display of our 
modules. Our shows usually include G-gauge, 
tinplate, and even LEGO trains. The monthly 
meetings include model and prototype activities, 
videos and discussions. The SLOMRA is open to 
new members who have a love of trains. The 
general meeting is the third Monday of every 
month at 7:00pm at the Oceano Depot. For more 
information visit www.slomra.org or email 
info@slomra.org. 
 

Silicon Valley Lines 
The SVL is located at 148 E. Virginia St., San 
Jose. We meet Fri. 7:30 to 11:30 PM, with busi-
ness meetings the 1st Fri. and operating sessions 
the last Fri. of the month. Our HO layout utiliz-
ing DCC for realistic operations, computer-
generated train orders and radio-based 
dispatching. E-mail: svl@siliconvalleylines.com 
Web: www.siliconvalleylines.com 
 

Siskiyou Model Railroad Club 
Currently we are meeting at a member’s home on 
the first Thursday evening of the month. Contact 
Tom Brass as 530-842-4921 or Glenn Joesten at 
530-842-2359 for current info. The layout is still 
in the Yreka Western freight room, but is inoper-
able due to no power in the building. #19 was 
still in the engine house last we saw, but in “kit 
form.” No further info. Currently a few members 
have been getting together on Tuesday mornings 
for various activities. 

 
South Bay Historical Railroad Society 
SBHRS invites interested modelers to visit us in 
the historic Santa Clara CalTrain Depot, 1005 
Railroad Ave., Santa Clara, Tues. 5:00 to 8:00 
PM or Sat. 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Contact: 408-
243-3969. Web: www.sbhrs.org. 
 

Sonoma Short Line (SSL) 
A group of model railroaders has formed a DCC, 
HO 100% NMRA club, Sonoma Short Line 
(SSL). The club is building a modular layout with 
a Sonoma County theme inspired by the period 
1900-1950s. Private ops sessions and public 
shows are scheduled. SSL is looking for new 
members with skills in all aspects of model rail-
roading and a desire to actively participate in the 
club. Contact Steve Lewis (707) 527-0396 or Ste-
ve Skold (707) 539-1782 for further information. 

 
 
South Coast Society of Model Engineers 
The club consists of enthusiasts of all scales and 
prototypes living in the Santa Barbara area, and 
has a collection of railroad books and videos for 
loan to members. The club has no layout but ac-
tivities include weekly operations and work ses-
sions at member layouts, as well as occasional 
club field trips. We meet every 3rd Tues. at 7:30 
PM, at Woodglen Hall, 3010 Foothill Road, 
Santa Barbara. Junior members welcome. Con-
tact: Secretary David Kuehn, email: davidku-
ehn@cox.net. Facebook: http://
www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=1634700622 
39 
 

Tidewater Southern Railway Historical 
Society Inc. 
Manteca, formerly the Manteca Model RR Club 
(org '73), TSRHS reorganized and incorporated 
in 1990. Located at the San Joaquin Fairgrounds, 
Building 1, (corner of Airport and Charter Ways 
(Hw 4), Stockton), a 2,400 sq. ft. alcove houses a 
large HO layout depicting the Tidewater South-
ern, several Valley towns, and museum display 
cases. We meet 6 - 8:30 PM Thursdays. Contact: 
Ben Cantu, 209-679-5204 Mail: 829 Mellon Ave. 
Manteca, CA 95337 E-mail: bcantu@SQ50.com 
 

Tri-city Society of Model Engineers 
The TCSME located in the Niles Plaza is current-
ly looking for new members to help build and 
operate both an N Scale and an HO layout fo-
cused on Fremont and surrounding areas. We 
meet Fridays 7:30-9:30 PM. The depot is located 
at 37592 Niles Blvd, Fremont, CA 94536. Please 
visit our web site at http://www.nilesdepot.org/
http://www.nilesdepot.org 
 
 

Continued on page 37 
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Walnut Creek Model Railroad Society 
The WCMRS located at 2751 Buena Vista Ave, 
Walnut Creek, is open to last Friday of the month 
from 8:00 to 10:00PM for operations. Fares are 
$2.00 for 6-12 and seniors over 60 and $3.00 for 
adults. Membership is always open to interested 
HO modelers. Contact: 925-937-1888 (recorder). 
Web: www.WCMRS.org. “Like Us” on Face-
book (www.facebook.com/wcmrs). 2019 week-
end schedule: Jan 19-20, Mar 16-17, May 18-19 
and Sept 14-15 (11:00AM-6:00PM). Holiday 
Open House schedule: Nov 22-24 & Nov 29 - 
Dec. 1. 

 

West  Bay  Model Railroad Association  
Meets in the former S.P. baggage building at 

1090 Merrill St. between the Menlo Park train 
station and Ravenswood Ave. Construction and 

scenery are complete on our DCC 2-level HO 

layout designed for operations. Scheduled work 
sessions are Wednesday evenings and Saturday 

afternoons. Monthly business meetings are at 8 

pm on the third Wednesday of each month; oper-
ating sessions are on the second Saturday follow-

ing the business meeting. Prospective members 

and visitors are always welcome! Contact Lou 

Cartalano at 650-964-5603/e-mail carta-
lano@sbcglobal.net, or leave a voice message at 

650-322-0685 or visit wbmrra.ning.com and fa-

cebook.com/wbmrra for more info.  

 

We not only welcome your input here at the Branch Line, we actively encourage it! 

In fact, may we say that we go so far as to solicit your input? 

 

If you have a small article you would like to submit for publication, or even just an idea for an arti-

cle, please let us know. We will be happy to work with you. 

Just contact our editor, Chip Meriam, at:  

chipmeriam@comcast.net 

We’re looking forward to hearing from you! 
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PCR Membership Gauge 
August 31, 2018—944 

September 30, 2018—941 

October 31, 2018—936 

November 30, 2018—936 

December 31, 2018—942 

January 31, 2019—941 

February 28, 2019—938 

March 31, 2019—931  

April 30, 2019—931 

May 31, 2019—939 

June 30, 2019—940 

July 31, 2019—942 

August 31, 2019—934 
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This Is The End of  limited space, or “page limita-

tions”, if you will, for the Branch Line.  You see, our 

contract with the commercial printer specifies that is-

sues exceeding forty pages are to be charged a premi-

um - above and beyond the set contract price. What’s 

more, because of the format of the magazine - style 

newsletter, each and every issue must have a page 

count that is divisible by four. Put those two facts to-

gether and it is clear that running more than forty pag-

es would get excessively expensive. 

As you know, this is the last printed issue of the 

Branch Line and we’ll be 100% electronic beginning 

with the first issue of 2020. We have recently started 

the practice of emailing copies to all PCR members 

with a valid email address - and we will continue to do 

so. Also, the Branch Line is available on line at the 

PCR website: http://www.pcrnmra.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for the current issue.  

Or you can find all the back issues here. 

We’re also well aware that we have a number of 

members without an email address or even without a 

computer or other online device. We recently received 

a letter from one such member asking us to please 

continue to mail printed copies - even if they had to 

pay extra for the service. As we explained, this is not 

practical because our staff is so small. We did offer 

our staff the option of doing this if we doubled their 

pay, but they just couldn’t handle the extra work. So 

we explained to this member that computer services 

were available at public libraries and the library staff 

would be happy to assist if need be. Thankfully, this 

suggestion delighted our “computerless” member. 

Another option is asking a fellow PCR member to 

print you a copy from the email we send. Or ask a 

friend with online access to print from the PCR web-

site. It takes seconds to print and the only cost would 

be the paper and ink. 

Now back to this “Fortieth Page” theme:  

Beginning with the January 2020 issue, we can run an 

unlimited number of stories, photos, or whatever else 

might be available and of general interest. For exam-

ple, this issue could have included the story on the 

Witches Hat depot mentioned in the “From The Edi-

tor” column, a photo write-up of our visit to the Gold-

en State Model Railroad Museum this past July, and 

an update on the Amador County Model Railroad Mu-

seum relocation and rebuilding progress. We expect 

all three to appear in January when, Ta-Dah!, we’re 

no longer stuck with only forty pages! 

 

The Fortieth Page 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/
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