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Welcome to the Late Winter 2021 Red-
wood Empire Callboard.  My apologies 
for the late issue. I hope everyone is 
safe and well and looking forward a 
better Spring and Summer.  
 

The Winter 202 RED meeting, which 
took place online, Saturday, February  
20th. Twenty people attended the 
Zoom meeting including four from 
other PCR. A big thanks to Al Merkrebs 
for hosting the meeting and to Ed 
Merrin for acting as meeting emcee. 
As in previous meetings Show & Tell 
was the theme.  After the attendee 
introductions, Denni Baumer updated 
us on the 2022 PCR Convention 
activities. Nominations were opened 
for a new Superintendent. There were 

no nominations. We proceeded to the 
Show & Tell part of the meeting with 
four presentations. A full description of 
the presentations can be seen on pages 
11, 12 and 13. A video of the meeting is 
available below and on the RED 
Facebook page. Thanks to Al Merkrebs 
for hosting the event on Zoom and Ed 
Merrin for emceeing the Show & Tell 
part of the meeting. 
 

And finally, we have a special treat 
courtesy of member Bob Battles. Bob 
published a story In Western Railroader 
Magazine titled Life at Shafter, Nevada 
- 1947.His father was an agent with the 
Western Pacific Railroad and the family 
all lived in railroad housing in Shafter. 

Website: www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  
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Director’s Report - Giuseppe Aymar 
 

PCR election results are officially tabulated :  Chris Palermo is elected for a 
second term as President as well as Frank Markovitch as Vice President. 
 

Division’s member of the Year nomination has been submitted by the Director 
(yours truly) to PCR’s President. Who, who will it be? 
 

As you all know by now the PCR’s 2021 Convention in Fresno has been officially 
cancelled and plans are under way to create a virtual convention in its place. 
 

The 2022 RED’s sponsored Convention will kick off in full stride this upcoming 
April.  Typically we used to conduct advance registrations at the ongoing 
Convention a year ahead. This has always benefitted the Convention 
Committee by putting necessary monies into the Convention’s  treasury; I want 
to remind all members that we will not have the ability to start the registration 
as usual due to the cancellation of the Fresno Convention, so it becomes of 
utmost importance that we, RED members, sign up early and give the 
Committee a sense of potential participation and a budget to work with.  I will 
bring up at the BOD virtual meeting in April the potential for PCR to make an 
exception and credit RED more funds upfront (to be repaid after the 
Convention ends) to help us in this unusual time to make up for the lost ability 
to conduct early registrations. Wish me luck.  
 

Additionally we encourage all RED members to become active in advertising 
OUR Convention by any means possible  since, as already stated, we will not 
have the typical information booth so prevalent at the prior year’s Conventions. 
The 2022 Convention Committee is looking into ways to establish a strong 
advertising campaign, but one- on-one word of mouth is still the best way to 
advertise. If only one person in RED brings in one registrant we will need a 
second Hotel. So let’s pull our sleeves up and go to work to achieve our goal of 
one registrant per member. Are you with us?  
    

Go RED, Go RED 
 

Giuseppe Aymar,  DDS, MMR 
RED Director 

 
Superintendent’s Report - Scott Lockhart 
  

Dare I say that there is light at the end of the tunnel and it is not an oncoming 
train?  Until we can meet again in person we will continue meeting via our 
electronic devices.  As mentioned previously, the online meetings have allowed 
members of both the RED and other PCR divisions to attend meetings that they 
could not have attended without traveling great distances.  I have attended 
online events at both the NMRA and division level and have found them to be 
very interesting and enjoy watching them from the comfort of my home with, 
depending on the time of day, enjoying a favorite beverage and snack. Kind of 
like going to the movies in the good ole days. 

RED Staff 
 

PCR Director 
Giuseppe Aymar 
giuseaymar@aol.com 
 
RED Superintendent 
Scott Lockhart 
scottnl1947@gmail.com  
  
RED Chief Clerk 
Dave Grundman 
dave_pat_1999@yahoo.com 
 
Contests/AP Program 
Giuseppe Aymar MMR 
giuseaymar@aol.com 
 
Programs/Zoom 
Al Merkrebs 
alm@sonic.net 
 
Website/Membership 
Gus Campagna 
campgus@earthlink.net  
 
CALLBOARD Editor 
Scott Lockhart 
scottnl1947@gmail.com  

 
 

Website: www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  
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I belong to other organizations that have been meeting online and are seriously 
considering adding online meetings as a normal part of their division meetings 
throughout the year. I hope to see more clinics, layout tours and other model 
railroading presentations online. Of course, while this year’s PCR and NMRA 
conventions are going to be online, we hope that by next year we will be able to 
hold our PCR convention in person. 

Nominations are still being accepted for the RED Superintendent position. We 
have tentatively scheduled online elections this month, with the election results 
announced in April. The new superintendent will formally take office at the Spring 
meeting in May. 

Take care of yourselves and I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting. 

Scott Lockhart 
RED Superintendent 

Superintendent Nominations 
It is time to elect a new Superintendent. If you are interested in becoming the RED 

Superintendent or would like to nominate someone for the position, please 

contact me or any of the other RED officers.  Be sure to ask the person you are 

nominating if they are willing to be nominated for the Superintendent’s position.  

Responsibilities 

You will work with the RED staff and members on the quarterly RED meetings, 

including the summer picnic and four quarterly staff meetings. The RED staff has 

done a great job moving the division activities online. Everything is in place to 

continue working online until we get the okay to meet in person. 
 

Please consider becoming the Redwood Empire Division Superintendent! I believe 

you will find it a highly rewarding experience and a great way to support the model 

railroading community in the North Bay.  

 

RED Staff 
 

PCR Director 
Giuseppe Aymar 
giuseaymar@aol.com 
 
RED Superintendent 
Scott Lockhart 
scottnl1947@gmail.com  
  
RED Chief Clerk 
Dave Grundman 
dave_pat_1999@yahoo.com 
 
Contests/AP Program 
Giuseppe Aymar MMR 
giuseaymar@aol.com 
 
Programs/Zoom 
Al Merkrebs 
alm@sonic.net 
 
Website/Membership 
Gus Campagna 
campgus@earthlink.net  
 
CALLBOARD Editor 
Scott Lockhart 
scottnl1947@gmail.com  
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Chief Clerk’s Report - Dave Grundman 
The RED currently has a balance $5,429 in the division checking account. 

Membership Report - Gus Campagna 
Based on the January 2020 NMRA report RED membership stands at 115. 
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Rails by the Bay 
2021 NMRA National Convention Update 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The 2021 NMRA National Convention is now an online event. Visit the website and Facebook page for the 
latest information. 

https://www.nmra2021.com/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NMRA-2021-Rails-By-The-Bay-468420130594709 
 

View the introductory slide show. 
 

https://www.nmra2021.com/convention-introduction/ 
 

 

Sugar Pine Centennial 2021 
2021 PCR Convention Update 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The 2021 PCR Convention has been canceled as an in-person event. Plans are in progress to move to an 
online convention. Check the convention website for further details. 

 

Sugar Pine Centennial 2021 Convention Website 
http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2021/ 

 
 

Website: www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  
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Convention Updates 
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Mark your calendar!  Registration for the 2022 Convention, Return to the Redwoods, will open 

April 21, 2021.  Sign up early and get a $20 discount on a Full Fare Registration.  The convention 
will be held April 21-24, 2022 at the beautiful Doubletree Sonoma Wine Country in Rohnert 

Park.  With ample room for clinics and displays and easy access from Highway 101, this is the 
perfect spot for PCR/NMRA members to gather once more.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  
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PCR 2022 Convention Update 

Back by popular demand is an excursion to Sturgeon’s Mill, 
a working sawmill located in western Sonoma County. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
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RED Member Introductions 

Our meetings have traditionally opened with introductions by all members and guests in attendance.  We 
also do this in our online meeting.  I thought it might be a good idea to include member introductions as 
part of the Callboard as many members are not able to attend meetings. Here are our first round of  
introductions listed in alphabetical order. If you not have submitted an introduction for this issue of the 
Callboard, please consider doing so in a future addition.  

 

Cliff Baumer 
I'm Cliff Baumer, I've lived in Benicia for 
over 45 years,  I model in HO scale. 
Currently I'm working on getting a layout 
designed and built in my purpose build 
train room, a 20 x 20 building in our back 
yard that I'll call the "West Benicia 
Station."  The layout will be a short line 
(The Anchor Bay Railway) which 
interchanges with the SP.  It will include a 
coastal area, a mountain logging area and 
other features and set in the last 1940 to 
early 1950 era.   
 
 
 
 

Dave Croshere 
I grew up in the coastal towns of Southern Cal. In the mid 80s I was coming up to Sonoma county for 
business pretty regularly . One day as we were flying home I looked down at the beautiful rural country 
side and thought what a neat place to live. As we reached the LA area with the mass of humanity and the 
smog it became a strong desire to move up here. In 1989 that happened and we settled in Sebastopol. We 
are still in the same hillside house  31 years later. 
 

I have always been interested in modeling hobbies; planes, trains, boats ,cars. Sometime in the mid 90s 
my brother called and asked if I wanted my old train stuff.  A friend and I had small HO layouts in our early 
teens.  At about the same time my father-in-law wanted me to take his small HO collection. I can see now 
I was going down this model train path but the desire hadn’t caught on yet. 
 

I had been creating  a storage room under my house and later found a space for my youngest son's train 
next to the garage. Not surprisingly I was becoming more and more interested in this hobby.  My father 
had always had a subscription to Model Railroader magazine and he had built a couple of HO train cars. I 
started to buy current issues of MR. I had know about NMRA and considered joining to receive their 
magazine. Unknown to me by joining NMRA  I became a RED member also. Reading the Callboard I was 
interested in going to quarterly meetings but it always seemed there was conflict that required a father’s 
attention. One notice about a picnic at the Western Railroad Museum caught my eye and I decided to go. I 
met Gus and Steve and Ron and Ed and Verne. I had no idea there were so many interested in model 
trains in this area. As I was driving home from that picnic I decided I was going to expand the area devoted 
to trains and build a layout under my house. That was sort of my intro into this model railroading hobby 
that has happily usurps so much of my time. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
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RED Member Introductions 

Joan Fleck 
I have been a model railroader since the summer of 1996, when my eight-year-old son and I encountered 
the modular club, Coastal Valley Lines at a public show. We enthusiastically joined, and enjoyed many 
years of fun together.  I have been an active member since, and am also working on an HO scale home 
layout, which is a fictitious, and eclectic mix of road names and sceneries.   
 

Dave Grundman 
I currently serve as the Chief Clerk/Paymaster for RED, 
however there has not been much to do during this 
pandemic. 
 

I was born in Wisconsin, my father in Minnesota, and 
my mother in Iowa, where I spent some of my early 
years near the railroad in our little town of Duncombe, 
Iowa. 
 

I model the Great Northern, belong to the Great 
Northern Railroad Historical Society, attend their annual 
conventions held somewhere along the original route, 
and hear some of the most outrages railroading stories 
from many of the past employees.                                      
 

I even met the great-great grandson of James Hill who started the GN. They did a survey once and found 
the about 80% of the members are really model railroaders with the balance being past employees. 
 

Why the GN?  As an Army brat, I often spent my allowance etc. on models.  One day I saw a GN Athearn 
train set in the PX.  I put it on layaway, paid it off and the rest you know. 
 

My layout takes a lot of liberties in terms of authenticity , however some of the structures are accurate for 
GN as are a number of locomotives and rolling stock. The pandemic has provided me with more time to 
work on the layout and other hobbies (Packard car/clubs, plastic models, and engineering projects for our 
church.  There is always something to do when time is available. 

 
Ron Kaiser 
Hi, I’m Ron Kaiser, an HO modeler of the 
Western Pacific Feather River crossing in 
1952.  The 1200 square foot train room allows 
lots of room for operating sessions.  The 
current layout was first built in 2002 and after, 
but was cut apart, moved and expanded into 
its current space in Western Santa Rosa in 
2013.  I enjoy the modeling and scenery 
activities and rely on friends for the technical 
and electrical stuff. 

 

 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
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RED Member Introductions 

Scott Lockhart 
I am interested in Santa Fe power, primarily the diesel locomotives 
wearing the Warbonnet color scheme. Streamlined steam engines 
are another interest. I do not have a layout and rely on the charity 
of others for permission to run “foreign” power on their layouts. 
As the picture the picture shows, my interests in model trains 
started fairly early. I really become an active model railroading 
during the late ‘90s as a member of the Sonoma County Model 
Railroad Society. Since then I have taken part in Redwood Empire 
Division activities as Superintendent and working on RED 
convention activities. My current project is modifying an On3O 
Bachmann 2-6-0 steam engine to a Camelback design. 

 

 
Al Merkrebs 
I had a Lionel 027 4 foot x 8 foot set in the late 1950s and early 1960s, 
when I was 10-14 years old. I moved to Santa Rosa from Ann Arbor, 
Michigan in 1976. I found and joined the Coastal Valley Lines (CVL) modular 
HO railroad group in 2011. I installed three CVL modules, measuring  
12’ x 2 ½’, in my one-car garage and I’m operating an HO industrial 
switching layout on it, using car cards and waybills. I joined the NMRA in 
2014. I am currently the Activities chair for the Redwood Empire Division, 
and the Clinics chair for the Pacific Coast Region 2022 convention. 

 
 
 
 

 
Dan Obermeyer 
Dan Obermeyer from Glenhaven on the Northshore of 
Clear Lake.  I model in HO the Northern Pacific and the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific (it wasn't call the 
Milwaukee Road officially until after my era of the early 
1940’s). I’m building my multi-deck layout in a 27’ by 
31’ room over the garage. The first level has the mains 
down and running. The region I model is western 
Montana from Logan to Garrison with both NP mains 
through Helena and Butte, with Milwaukee paralleling 
from Lombard to Garrison through Butte. I’m into 
prototype modeling and operations. I lived in and 
around that region for 40 years before moving to 
California. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
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RED Member Introductions 

Bob Osborn 
I am an HO scale modeler with a main interest in operations.  I model the Chicago & Mackinac Railroad 
(C&M), which is a proto-freelanced railroad following the ex-GR&I/Pennsylvania Railroad line from Grand 
Rapids to Mackinaw City Michigan in the summer of 1967.  The C&M is an operations oriented railroad, 
(hosting well over 100 operating sessions over the years) and began in a Michigan basement back in 1978.  
It substantially reduced in size upon my move to California in 1988 and further diminished in size in 
subsequent moves and current exists only in my memory.  
 

I have been a member of the PCR, Coast Division for many years and currently hold the position of PCR 
Treasurer.  I moved to RED territory (Rio Vista, Solano County) last summer, where I am planning a final 
iteration of the C&M, smaller, but hopefully better than its predecessors.  
 

 
Neal Rogers 
Born in the Bay Area and raised in Windsor, I have been a railfan as long 
as I can remember. My most memorable trip was in 1969, as a Boy Scout, 
riding overnight from Oakland to Seattle, then to Idaho on the Southern 
Pacific. I have been modeling more than casually for the past 4 years. My 
primary scale is HO, with an emphasis on the Northwestern Pacific in 
Sonoma County. I have also recently started modeling in N scale, with an 
emphasis on the Southern Pacific. In addition to RED, I belong to the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Historical Society and the Southern Pacific 
Historical and Technical Society. I have a special fondness for the Espee, as 
my great grandfather was a brakeman for the SP in Oakland in the 1880’s 
and ’90’s, and my nephew worked for the SP and UP for over 30 years. 

 

 

 

Doug Smith 

I’m a transplanted Coast Division member, joining RED when I moved to 

Santa Rosa in September 2019.  I had to take down my HO scale transition 

era railroad for the move, but I get to re-create it in a new and different 

space – eventually.  The modeled location was where Norfolk and Western 

and Southern Railways hand off to each other at Bristol on the Tennessee/

Virginia border.  So operations included steam and diesel, main and branch 

lines, yard and engine terminals.  With Coast I was Superintendent for 3 

years, stepping back when I moved here.  Also co-chair of the 2020 PCR 

convention which almost happened.  Retired since 2012.  NMRA member 

since 2014.  My wife Kathy and I live in the Oakmont area of Santa Rosa.    

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
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Dave Sheber 
I  model HOn3 and HO around the WWII era. From Coastal California to the High Sierras using a lot of 
loaned Colorado equipment. My layout is a double decked pike with a small helix for the narrow gauge 
hiding behind and under the sawmill. There is about 87 feet of HOn3 mainline 20ish feet of standard 
gauge. I run DCC via Digitrax and JMRI, when I can get the computer working. The layout is located in a 
small depot in my backyard in Windsor and is always available for visitors to enjoy.   
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RED Meeting Show & Tell 
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RED Member Introductions 

Tom Swearingen 
I’m Tom Swearingen, and I model the Southern Pacific, circa 1967, from Martinez to Oakland, in HO scale. 
I use Digitrax DCC, and the layout was designed for group operations. I just recently began adding scenery, 
and I welcome visitors (post pandemic!).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
David Turner 
David Turner, of Santa Rosa, models the Spokane, 
Portland & Seattle Railway, as well as, its parents, GN 
and NP; writes the modeling column for the SP&S 
Historical Society's Quarterly Journal; works in the 
archive of the NWP Historical Society; maintains the 
NWP display layout at Santa Rosa Visitors Center; is 
the Company Store Manager of the 2022 PCR 
Convention Committee; has no layout only a test track 
at home; enjoys operation sessions whenever 
possible.  (Photo taken at an op session in San Jose.). 

 

 

Paul Weiss 
I have been a modeler since my teen years and am 
currently working on a bucket list project, a large 
operations focused layout based on the Central 
Vermont RR in southern New England circa 1956. 
When the project began in 2016, we hadn’t identified 
a prototype, so this is all new territory to me and my 
many collaborators. The layout building is in Novato. 
We had the good luck of being featured in the Jan 
2021 NMRA magazine. More at www.cvrailroad.com. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
http://www.cvrailroad.com/
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RED Meeting Show & Tell 

David Norris 
Front Range GP7 NWP 426 decorated as if NWP had their own rolling stock painted in same green as 
steamer NWP 112. As with my switch engine SW7 NWP 399, it also shows "what if" NWP had their own 
roster in their own colors. If you look closely, you may notice that the engineer is female. Once when NWP 
426 was pulling a lumber train, a little girl saw it passing by and shouted, "Look, a girl pulling a train!" 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dan Obermeyer 

Dan Obermeyer gave an update on the work he has been doing on his Northern Pacific/Milwaukee Road  
layout located in Montana. He showed the research and beginning work on the Logan Montana part of his 
layout and on to the staging areas. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
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David Turner 
David Turner did a presentation titled the "Perils and Pitfalls of Prototype Modeling”. He described his 
work in designing decals to improve the prototype markings for a tank car project he is working on in 
conjunction with the Seattle, Portland and Spokane Historical Society and American Scale Models.   
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John Huckaby 
John Huckaby gave a brief overview of his layout, his operations and including descriptions of many of his 
great modified and scratch built buildings. 
 
 

Website: www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  

Page 14  FALL 2020 CALLBOARD  

RED Meeting Show & Tell 
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Online Model Railroading 
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National Model Railroad Association 
 

The NMRA provides a vast source of model railroading resources for it’s members. 
https://www.nmra.org/ 

 

NMRA Video Library 
A comprehensive library of videos covering all facets of model railroading. You must be a member to 

access this website. 
https://www.nmra.org/members/videos 

 

National Convention Clinic Videos 
A source for 147 videos presented during National Conventions. You must be a member to access 

this website. 
https://www.nmra.org/clinic-videos 

 

Special Interest Groups 
Information about railroad and model railroad organizations which have chosen to join the NMRA 

Special Interest Group Program. 
https://www.nmra.org/special-interest-groups  

 

Forums 
Discussions about the NMRA and its organizational structure, Education and Standards, model 

railroading, prototype railroads and more. You must be a member to access this website. 
https://www.nmra.org/forum  

 

NMRA Data Sheets 
One of the benefits of membership in the NMRA is access to the series of Datasheets which have 

been compiled over the years. You must be a member to access these website. 
https://www.nmra.org/members/legacy-data-sheets  

https://www.nmra.org/members/data-sheets  
 

NMRA Turntable 
The NMRA's Turntable is a monthly publication which, like a railroad turntable, will lead you in 

several directions on the internet.  This e-publication is a collection of railroad and model railroad 
videos, podcasts, websites, and/or other information freely available on the internet that may be of 

interest to members. 
 

NMRA Partnership Program 
A list of companies that give NMRA members discounts for buying their products when using a 

special discount code.  Members can visit the Partnership Page to view the list of 
companies participating in this program.  

https://www.nmra.org/partnerships  
 

(continued on the next page) 
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National Model Railroad Association 
 

NMRA Live Programs 

The NMRA presents live video programs that cover a wide variety of topics. As a member of the 
NMRA, you will receive notification of the live programs. Many of the video programs are recorded if 

you missed the live presentation. 
 

Social Media 
The NMRA is available through many social media platforms. 

 

NMRA Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/NMRA.org/  

 

NMRA YouTube Page 
https://www.youtube.com/c/NMRAORGModelRailroading 

 

NMRA Twitter Page 
https://twitter.com/nmraonline 

 

NMRA Instagram Page 
https://www.instagram.com/nmra_online/  

 

NMRA Pinterest Page 
https://www.pinterest.com/nationalnmra/   

 
 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
https://www.facebook.com/NMRA.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/NMRAORGModelRailroading
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The PCR has also moved to more online activities, especially staff meetings. All indications are that online 

meetings are working well and will continue until the pandemic finally subsides. The Pacific Coast Region website 

provides links to all PCR Divisions as well as all PCR documentation, contact information, Branchline newsletter  

access, PCR calendar, and convention clinics. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/ 
  

PCR - Clinic Presentations 

The PCR provides a broad selection of clinics from PCR conventions going back to 2013. Presentations are 

available to download as PDF files. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/pcr/clinics/clinics.shtml  
  

PCR Branch Line Back Issues 

Branch Line back issues going back to 2001. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/pcr/branch/branch.shtml  
  

 PCR Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/pcrnmra/ 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Coast Division hosts interactive Saturday Morning Virtual Zoom Meetings at 9:00 am, Saturday mornings 
twice a month. The meetings will generally include one or more segments of Layout Tours, Clinics, Show and Tell, 

or general Discussion. Please visit their website for more information. 
Website: http://www.pcrnmra.org/coast/  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Daylight Division - PCR DaylightDivisionPCR@groups.io 

The Google group supports discussion, image, and file-sharing activities of the Daylight Division of the Pacific 

Coast Region of National Model Railroad Association, Inc., a California nonprofit corporation dedicated to 

promoting education, social activities, achievement, and contests the hobby of model railroading.   

Google groups: https://groups.io/g/DaylightDivisionPCR  
  

Website: http://www.pcrnmra.org/daylight/  

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
http://www.pcrnmra.org
http://www.pcrnmra.org/pcr/clinics/clinics.shtml
http://www.pcrnmra.org/pcr/branch/branch.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/pcrnmra/
http://www.pcrnmra.org/coast/
https://groups.io/g/DaylightDivisionPCR
http://www.pcrnmra.org/daylight/


  

 

 

Pacific Coast Region—NMRA 

Page 18  

Website: www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  

FALL 2020 CALLBOARD  

 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Empire Division has started hosting Show & Tell Zoom meetings. Thanks to Al Merkrebs 
for taking the initiative to host the first meeting. We have  had online two meetings and will continue 

with them until we can meet in person. 
 

A RED Facebook page has been created to provide another online venue for members to share their 
modeling activities. This site is available to all NMRA members. 

 

RED Facebook page: Redwood Empire Facebook Page  
 

RED Website: http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: http://www.pcrnmra.org/sierra/index.html  
 

Other Resources 
Online resources are growing every day. Here are just a few. 

  

YouTube 

YouTube provides videos covering every conceivable model railroading topic, including tutorials by many 

manufacturers. There are many amateur tutorials as well, some better than others, so be prepared to do a bit of 

searching to find the answer to your question. YouTube also provides access to museums, tourist railroads, etc. 
  

Hobby Magazines 

Most hardcopy and online magazines provide access to information and tutorials. A few are free, and some  

require a subscription. Don't limit yourself to just model railroading publications. Other modeling magazines are 

a gold mine of information, especially in painting and finishing techniques, dioramas, tools, photographing 

models, and the list. 
  

Modeling and Historical Societies 
Many model railroad and historical societies provide a wealth of information particular to a specific railroad. 

They also offer access to many museums and private archives, many of which continue to move their 

documentation and photos to digital format for online access. 
  

Public Model Railroad Layouts 
Many large public model railroad layouts may also have archived information on their layouts' building, design, 
and operation. For example, the Golden State Model Railroad Museum provides information about their layout 

and links to prototype layouts and museums. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/540954156856449/
http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
http://www.pcrnmra.org/sierra/index.html
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The RED has a Facebook page. If you have contributed to this issues Show & Tell section please consid-
er contributing your modeling activities to the Facebook page. This is just another way to share model 

railroading with other model railroader. The web page is open any NMRA member.  

http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/


  

 

Coastal Valley Lines Modular Railroad 
The Coastal Valley Lines Model Railroad Club of Sonoma County, LTD (CVL) is an association of novice-to-
expert model railroaders from around the Sonoma County, California area. We operate our HO modular 
railroad at public and private events and gather for clinics, work sessions, and regular monthly meetings. 
Visit the website for additional information. Coastal Valley Lines Modular Railroad 
  

Eel River Valley Model Railroad 
It is the purpose of the Eel River Valley Model Railroad to preserve the rich history of the Northwestern 
Pacific Railroad and the history of the North Coast of California. The club has a series of modules depicting 
several areas of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad between Schellvile and Eureka, California. Our goal is to 
preserve the rich heritage of the railroad and the North Coast through these representations of the past.  
Please go to the club's website for information on visiting the layout. 
Eel River Valley Model Railroad 
  

The Humboldt Bay and Eureka Model Railroad Club  
The Humboldt Bay and Eureka Model Railroad Club is the largest, most active model railroad club in 
Humboldt County. It has existed in the same location for about 40 years. The large layout is freelanced but 
with many scenes based on NWP locations. The club typically meets each  Saturday at 7:30 pm. Visitors 
are welcome. Open house occurs during Veteran's Day and Rhododendron Days Weekends. The club is 
located at 7th and A Streets in Eureka, CA. 
The Humboldt Bay and Eureka Model Railroad Club  
  

Mendocino Coast Model Railroad and Navigation Company  
See logging history brought to life at this walk-around large G-Scale layout representing a history of  
logging and the railroads located in the Redwood Empire.  Over 1300ft of track - equivalent to 6 miles with 
views of a mill, logging camp, town, pier, bridges, and trestles. 
Hours:10:30 - 2:30 pm: Every Day except Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Mendocino Coast Model Railroad and Navigation Company  
  

Napa Valley Model Railroad Historical Society 
The Napa Valley Model Railroad Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) educational non-profit organization that 
operates a 4600 square foot scale model railroad exhibit representing the Napa Valley's agricultural and 
industrial heritage.  Check their Facebook page for open house dates and times. 
Napa Valley Model Railroad Historical Society 
  

North Coast Historical Model Railroad Society (NCHMRS) 
The club operates an HO scale layout based on the Northwestern Pacific Railroad as it ran in the 1950s 
through Sonoma County to Ukiah. The club is building the layout as a display for the Depot Museum and 
will be located in the historic Healdsburg Freight Depot.  Stop by on the 3rd Saturday of each month as we 
open the doors to the depot. North Coast Historical Model Railroad Society 
  

 
Continued on the next page. 
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Clubs in the RED 

Due to COVID-19, please contact the listed clubs before planning a visit.  
The RED is not responsible for changes to listed schedules. 

http://cvlrr.com/
http://eelrivervalleyrr.com/index.htm
https://www.facebook.com/Humboldt-Bay-and-Eureka-Model-Railroad-Club-123343757820071/
https://www.mendorailhistory.org/mendorail/index.htm
https://www.facebook.com/NapaValleyModelRailroad/
http://www.nchmrs.net/
http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/


  

 

Redwood Empire Live Steamers Interactive Museum 
The Redwood Empire Live Steamers is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving Sonoma Counties 
Railroad history through the re-creation, railroad equipment, and historic landmarks in miniature.  
Redwood Empire Live Steamers Interactive Museum 
  
Sonoma Short Line Modular Group 
The Sonoma Short Line modular group is loosely based on the Southern Pacific branch line from Sonoma 
through Glen Ellen and Melitta Station to the old Santa Rosa Depot on North Street. They are currently 
looking for new members.  Contact Steve Lewis for more information. Phone: 707-527-0396,  
Email: sdlewis@cds1.net 
 
The Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society 
The REGRS is a loosely knit club of garden railroad enthusiasts from areas north of the famous 
San Francisco Golden Gate Bridge who share an interest in model trains. Our members are primarily locat-
ed in Sonoma County and Marin County. Contact the club for public tours and shows. 
The Redwood Empire Model Railway Society 

Website: www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/  
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Clubs in the RED 

Due to COVID-19, please contact the listed clubs before planning a visit.  
The RED is not responsible for changes to listed schedules. 

https://www.facebook.com/RedwoodEmpireLiveSteamers/
mailto:sdlewis@cds1.net
http://regrs.org/w/index.php?title=Main_Page
http://www.pcrnmra.org/redwood/
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LIFE AT SHAFTER, NEVADA-1947
By Bob Battles

Western Pacific No. 402 is seen on display at the Chicago Railroad Fair in ]une 1949 to participate in the
pageant "Wheels-a-Rolling." The WP purchased seven of these 4-6-6-4s, No.s 401-407, from Alco in 1938.
Basically, they were essentially copies of early UP Challengers. These coal burners were used in freight service
on the Eastern Division between Salt Lake City and Elko. Shafter was where the Nevada Northern connected
with and crossed the WP as its line continued north to it's SP connection. The WP last used them August and
September, 1950. All but the 401 were leased to the Union Pacific where they worked until they were returned
to the WP in late November 1950. The WP tried to lease them to other Western railroads but to no avail. All
were removed from WP's roster by Iune 1952 and scrapped. Virgil Staff collection. PCC Archives.
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