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Garden Railroad in Orland, CA 

A Visit To Mike Hamlin’s Railroads 

   See Story  Beginning On Page 6 
Both Photos: Jim Collins 
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Sierra Division 
Callboard 

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Pat LaTorres 

duhnerd@pacbell.net 

(530) 317-7456 
 

Director, Sierra Division 
Mel Jones 

papamel@sbcglobal.net 

(775) 815-0486 

 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 

Jim Collins 
jimcol@charter.net 

(209) 566-0935 
 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
James Firehock 

amtrakmanjim@hotmail.com 
(916) 505-9692 

 

Paymaster 
Al Rowe 

HOFUNAR@aol.com 
 
 

Short Line  
subscription or address problems: 
SHORT LINE Editor  

Gary Ray 

gerber1926@gmail.com 
(530) 873-0626 

 

Contest Chairperson 
Gary Ray—see above info 

 

Membership Chairperson 
RJ Myers 

(775) 772-7531 
rj@a2dreno.com 

 

 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 
Achievement Program 

Dave Bayless 
(530) 887-8880 

 

Webmaster 
Gus Campagna 

gus@campagna.com 
(707) 664-8466 

 

Short Line is published quar-
terly by the Sierra Division of the Pa-
cific Coast Region of the National 
Association. Material may be reprinted 
with permission. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are 

heartily encouraged and will be 
enthusiastically accepted! The 
preferred format would be in Rich 

Text Format (RTF), with photos as 
JPEGs, but we will accept any 
format (from a PC or Mac; MS 

Word, Simple Text, typed, or 
handwritten). Send it to your edi-
tor by regular mail to Short 
Line , 6601 Ray Family Lane, 

Magalia, CA 95954 or by email to 
gerber1926@gmail.com.   

Sierra Division 
Callboard 

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Chris Palermo 

cjpalermo1964@gmail.com 

(650) 208 3150 
 

Director, Sierra Division 
Tom Van Horn 
tomvca@aol.com 

(209) 626 0352 

 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 
Chip Meriam 

chipmeriam@comcast.net 
(530) 899-2609 

 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
Dave Fryman 

fryperson@hotmail.com 
(925) 360 1377 

 

Paymaster 
Al Rowe 

HOFUNAR@aol.com 
 
 

SHORT LINE Editor  

Chip Meriam 
chipmeriam@comcast.net 

(530) 899-2609  

Contest Chairperson 
Gary Ray 

gerber1926@gmail.com 
(530) 990-1276 

 

Membership Chairperson 
Jim Collins 

(209) 566-0935 

jimcol@harter.net 
 
 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 
Achievement Program 

Dave Bayless 
(530) 887-8880 

 

Webmaster 
Gus Campagna 

gus@campagna.com 
(707) 664-8466 

 

Short Line is published quar-
terly by the Sierra Division of the Pa-

cific Coast Region of the National As-
sociation. Material may be reprinted 
with permission. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are 
heartily encouraged and will be enthu-
siastically accepted! The preferred 
format would be in Rich Text Format 

(RTF), with photos as JPEGs, but we 
will accept any format (from a PC or 
Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, or 
handwritten). Send it to your editor by 
regular mail to Short Line , 

2260 Cherry Glenn Ct., Chico, CA 
95926 or by email to :  

chipmeriam@comcast.net   If e-mailing 
put EDITOR in the subject line.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas 

I Believe We All feel a close connection between trains and Christmas. 

For many of us, the Christmas season marks the beginning of the inclusion 
of this marvelous hobby in our lives. For others, it may be the proverbial 
“Electric Train Around The Tree”.  For some it may be the fond memory of 
receiving a special gift that cemented our love of trains. Regardless of the 
reasons, there is no denying the close correlation. 

Something I noticed long ago are the common colors. As with Christmas, I 
associate red and green with trains. There are green marker lights and red 
rear end markers. There are searchlight signals, semaphores, and switch 
stand lanterns that display red and green. 

There is the green Christmas tree with red ribbons, red ornaments, and red 
and green lights. There is the green wreath with red bows.  

Think about it. What colors could be more Christmassy and Railroady than  
red and green? 

I’ll be deliberately brief with my message for this issue. You will find infor-
mation about our last meet, our upcoming meet, the upcoming Division 
Director Election, and a storehouse of other fun stuff  in 
other sections. 
 
Mostly, I want to wish each and every one of you a Joyous 
and Merry Christmas and, as always, High Green! 

mailto:duhnerd@pacbell.net
mailto:papamel@sbcglobal.net
mailto:amtrakmanjim@hotmail.com
mailto:HOFUNAR@aol.com
mailto:gerber1926@gmail.com
mailto:rj@a2dreno.com
mailto:gus@campagna.com
mailto:gerber1926@gmail.com
mailto:cjpalermo1964@gmail.com
mailto:tomvca@aol.com
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
mailto:fryperson@hotmail.com
mailto:HOFUNAR@aol.com
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
mailto:gerber1926@gmail.com
mailto:jimcol@charter.net
mailto:gus@campagna.com
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SIERRA D IV IS ION  
Next Meeting:  February 8 

Sacramento 

 

9:30 AM  

OP Session at SMRHS 

1990 Grand Avenue 

 

 

1:30 PM - 4:00 PM 

First Christian Church 

3901 Folsom Blvd, 

 

SEE MAPS BELOW 

Timetable   

 

February 8, 2020 

Sacramento 

April 30—May 3, 2020 

PCR Convention 

Concord, CA 

 

May 9, 2020 

To Be Scheduled 

August 8, 2020 

To Be Scheduled 

February Contest Categories: 

Modeling:  Freight  Cars 

Photo:  Prototype—Black & White 

(limit of 3 photos -  at least 5 X 7 but not over 

8 X 12) 

Railroad Arts & Crafts 

Short Line 

Mar 10 for the Apr Issue 

June10 for the July Issue  

Sept 10 for the Oct Issue 

Jan 10 for the Jan Issue 

April 30 –May 3, 2020 
Concord, CA 

See registration form on 
page 11 
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October Meet - Orland and  
Chico, CA  
By Chip Meriam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saturday October 12 Was A Busy Day for the 

members of the Sierra Division.  We started the day with a 
three-part field trip. The first stop was Mike Hamlin’s 
home in rural Orland where we gathered around a large 
scale railroad built up in a raised planter in the middle of               
Mike’s circular driveway .  

 

Mike welcomed the group to his indoor HO scale layout. 
It is obvious that one of Mike’s favorite aspects of the hob-
by is structure building.  

 

Mike brings his scenes to life with carefully selected and 
placed details. What’s really impressive is Mike’s use of 
building and street lighting for night scenes.  

Turn to page 13, “Hamlin”, for more photos of Mike’s HO 
layout.  

 

Photos by Jim Collins except as noted 

Large Scale Action In Mike Hamlin’s Driveway 
Photo: Chip Meriam 

Mike’s Small Town At Night  

Mike Hamlin’s Small Town  

Raised Planter With Trains Growing In The Soil 

Downtown Details 
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October Meet - continued   

 

 

 

The next stops were two homes in the same Chico neighborhood. Each was able to accommodate about half 
of us at a time. The layout visit was to Chip Meriam’s WP&SP Somewhere In Northern California, a name 
loosely derived from the two railroads that served Chico. Now running through Chico is the Union Pacific on 
former Southern Pacific tracks. The Western Pacific’s presence in Chico was through the Sacramento North-
ern, a WP subsidiary. The SN right-of-way is now a bike and pedestrian path. 

Chip Meriam’s WP&SP Somewhere in Northern CA 

(l-r)  Caroline Schedler, Dave Worley, Andrew King, Al 
Rowe, Chip Meriam, Jim Dieckman 

Photo: Lorri Meriam 

Dick Klammer Finds A Place to Rest 

At Chip Meriam’s Work Bench 

Photo: Lorri Meriam 

WP U Boat Trundles A Local 
Past Lorriton Bulk Petroleum 
at Lorriton On The WP&SP 

Somewhere In Northern Cali-

fornia 

Photo: Jim Collins 
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The other stop in Chico was Loren Dunlap’s West-
ern Pacific memorabilia collection. In addition to 
being a collector, Loren is one of the local WP ex-
perts and historians. Loren offered his clinic, “Last 
Call To Dinner, WP’s dining car service ware”, at 
the PCR Diamond Rails Forever Convention in 
May 2019. And Loren gracefully agreed to put on a 
clinic for this Sierra Division meet, “How Do You 
Remember The WP?” 

Pictured are a few scenes from Loren’s collection. 

October Meet - continued  

Al Photos: Loren Dunlap 
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After the field trip stops had been made, every-
one met at Roundtable Pizza for lunch and the 
afternoon meeting.  

There was a brief business meeting where we 
heard from Division Director Tom Van Horn; 
Membership Chairman, Jim Collins; and Interna-
tional Rail Fair Committee Representative, Jim 
Dieckman.  

Director Van Horn spoke of the upcoming  PCR 
Board meeting, which will be his last. He ex-
pected some changes in the contest rules might be 
made - or, at least, discussed.  

Chairman Collins presented new member, Sam 
Cook, with his NMRA track gauge. Sam joins us 
from Mountain Ranch, CA.  

IRF Representative Dieckman reported on the 
changes at the Placer County Fair Grounds and 
the ultimate decision of the IRF committee to 
move the annual train show to a new location. 
The 2020 Rail Fair will be at the Scottish Rite facil-
ity in downtown Sacramento. It will also be a 
month earlier:  October 10 & 11, 2020. 

The business meeting concluded and the contest 
voting took place. The results are on the following 
pages. There was a small show & tell session with 
the highlight being Ed Powell’s double deck mod-
ular design. 

Once the Sierra Division business was finished, 
we were treated to a presentation by Loren Dun-
lap, a Western Pacific memorabilia collector and 
historian. Loren presented a slide show with over 
200 images of various WP items. Loren’s specialty 
is dining car service ware, but his eclectic collec-
tion of memorabilia and his knowledge of all of it  
surpass a single subject by many mile posts. Our 
tremendous thanks to Loren for investing his time 
with us - hosting us in the morning, and educat-
ing us in the afternoon. 

 

The next Sierra Division Meet will be February 8, 2020 in Sacramento. The Sacramento Model Railroad His-
torical Society (SMRHS) will be hosting us for an OP session beginning at 9:30 AM. As in the past, there will 
be a lunch barbecue for a nominal price. The designated “griller” is usually Steve Folino, who does a wonder-
ful job with dogs and burgers. The meet will be at the First Christion Church on Folsom Blvd.  

October Meet - continued  
SIERRA DIVISION MEETING 

Division Members Respond To A Question 

Photo: Lorri Meriam 

Loren Dunlap On The Finer Points of WP Memorabilia Collecting 

Photo: Lorri Meriam 
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 October Meet - continued  

First Place Model 

Walt Schedler 

Second Place Model 

Jud Reeves 

Third Place Model 

Jud Reeves 

“Continued on Page  11 

CONTEST WINNERS 

All Photos: Lorri Meriam 
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 October Meet - continued  
CONTEST WINNERS 

First Place Photo  

Joan Giacomelli 

Second Place Photo  

Walt Schedler 

Third Place Photo 
Tom Van Horn 

“Continued on Page  12 

All Photos: Lorri Meriam 
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”Hamlin” - from page  6 

“Continued on Page  14 

 

The Town of Artois  Artois Locomotive Shop 

The Town of Woodland Village Meyer Creek 
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”Hamlin” - from page  13  

Woodland Village Power and Water Woodland Village Park 

Brett’s Bee Farm Artois Feed Mill 

Woodland Village Grace Community Church Woodland Village Depot 
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November 9 & 10 was the weekend for International Rail Fair. As in past 
years, Rail Fair took Place at the Placer County Fair Grounds in Roseville. 
However, this was to be the last time at this location. It seems the manage-
ment and leadership of the fair grounds has grandiose aspirations for the 
future that could not possibly accommodate anything as mundane as a 
two day model railroad show. So next year, International Rail Fair will 
take place in Downtown Sacramento at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center. 
Rail Fair will also be a month earlier than in the past. The scheduled date is 
October 10 & 11, 2020. 

Not surprisingly, the Roseville Roundhouse Model Railroad Club, which 
has been a resident at the Placer County Fairgrounds for many years, also 
has had to find a new home. The club is now at the Old Dry Creek School -  
9707 Cook Riolo Rd, Building 3, Roseville.   

The Sign In Front Of The Club House Announces The 
Relocation of the Roseville Roundhouse Model Railroad 

Club 

One Of The Last Public Displays Of The 
 Roseville Roundhouse Model Railroad Club’s 

Western Sierra Lines 

Sierra Division Member, David R. “Daver” Adams, Enters Rail Fair 
With A Special Treat In Hand. Our Division Super’s Wife, Lorri 

Meriam, Made Daver His Favorite Lemon Cake 

Continued on  page  16 
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International Rail Fair’s Last Visit To Jones Hall 

Three Young Engineers Are “Saving Time” With Dave Hilmes 
While Their Dad Looks On. The Time Saver Was A Popular  

Attraction 

Continued on  page  17 
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A Truly Portable Model Railroad Brings New Meaning To The Term “Trailer Train” 

Robert Pethoud Brought His Fall Creek Branch Switching Layout 
 For Display and Play 

The Sacramento Modular Club Was On Hand With A 
Full Blown Display 

Continued on  page  18 
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The Sacramento Garden Railway Society Always Has A Fun Offering 

On The Brink Live Steamers Were Set Up On The 
Lawn Outside Johnson Hall 
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“Continued on Page  20 

DIVISION DIRECTOR  

 

First Of All we must acknowledge the splendid representation we 

have had on the Pacific Coast Region Board for the past four years. 

Tom Van Horn “volunteered” to be a nominee for the Division Direc-
tor spot vacated by Mel Jones about this same time four years ago. 
Oddly enough, no one else was nominated.  

Since then, Tom has represented the interests and inputs of the Sierra 
Division Membership faithfully and thoroughly. Tom has also been 
available at every Sierra Division meet to report on the activities of the 
PCR Board and solicit input from our division level.  

At times it was not an easy task for Tom to get around due to some 
health issues which, thankfully, seem to be improving.  

Thank you, Tom. You have done well and you deserve a chance to re-
lax. 

 

ELECTION OF OUR NEXT DIRECTOR 
As in the past, Division Director elections for all four divisions are handled by the Pacific Coast Re-
gion. This year the PCR is being assisted in that endeavor by Immediate Past President, Ed Merrin. 
Ed has proposed that the election be held over a three-week period from February 3 until February 
21. As before, the voting will be on line using ElectionBuddy. Those without an email on file will re-
ceive paper ballots in the mail. This year we have two candidates. Their statements follow: 

 

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
Candidate Statement of Steven R. Folino for the posi-
tion of Division Director. 

Although I’m relatively new to the Sierra Division and 

the Pacific Coast Region of the NMRA, I’m no stranger 

to scale model railroading or serving the needs of or-

ganization members. 

My first layout was in 1966, a second-hand Lionel 0-27. 

This lasted 8 years until I moved away to college. After 

graduating from college, I embarked on Layout 2.0, a 

4x8 HO scale layout in the corner of my one bedroom 

apartment. Well, as could be expected, after 2 years life 

got in the way. The layout had to go to make room for 

family. During the next 20 years, I was an armchair 

modeler. I didn’t have a layout but continued to sub-

scribe to the magazines and constructed the occasional 

craftsman kit to keep me connected to the hobby.  

Outgoing Director, 
Tom Van Horn 



20

 

 

 

Fast forward to the year 2000, it was time to begin construction of version 3.0. The layout was to be a 9’ x 9’ 
“L” shaped layout in a corner of the garage. I got as far as completing the laying of the track when once 
again, life got in the way. Back to the armchair and some more craftsman kits, rolling stock construction and 
stockpiling “stuff” for version 4.0 - whenever that would come. 

Forward more to 2017. I’m one year away from retirement and I promise myself that the time will be right to 
finally construct the layout that I’ve been planning for 17 years. I rejoin the NMRA, the PCR, the Sierra Divi-
sion and the local Model Railroad “Club”. 

I’m now retired. Version 4.0 is 18 months underway. The trackwork is 75% completed. It’s a 16’ x 16’ layout 
which, along with two workbenches, occupies the entire 2-car garage. I’m targeting completion in 2025. I’m 
not giving up this time. I promise. 

So, what qualifies me to serve as Division Director? 

As a small business owner, I was very active in both my professional and personal community. I served on 

several different boards over the past 15 years: 

 Natomas Chamber of Commerce: Board Member and Officer, 4 years 

 Kiwanis Club of Greater Sacramento: Officer, 7 years 

 Kiwanis Foundation of Greater Sacramento, Officer, 7 years 

 National Association of Purchasing Managers, Sacramento Valley Chapter, Officer, 3 years 

 Professional Photographers of California, Officer 3 years 

 Professional Photographers of Sacramento Valley, Officer, 7 years 

 Sacramento Model Railroad Historical Society, Officer, starting second year. 

As you can see, I have well over 30 years of combined experience in member organizations. Almost all as an 
officer. 

I feel adequately qualified to serve the members of the Sierra Division as their representative to the Pacific 
Coast Region and look forward to serving in this capacity. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

Steven R. Folino 

“Steve Folino” from page  19 

 

SECOND CANDIDATE STATEMENT ON 
NEXT PAGE 
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Candidate for PCR Director, Sierra Division 

Jim Collins 

 

While I have not been an NMRA member for as long as many of 
you, I have enjoyed serving Sierra Division in several positions. I 
joined NMRA the first time in 2003 but there was not much com-
munication from anyone in the division, so I only lasted the one 
year.  

I joined again in 2013 and this time had a better experience. I be-
came the Membership Chair and, after about a year, was privileged 
to be voted in as Superintendent. At the end of three years, I turned 
that job over to our current Super, Chip. After that, with Chip’s ex-
cellent help, I took on the job of PCR Convention Chairman and ran 
that to a successful conclusion. I received the President’s Award for 
my efforts. 

After those jobs, I have stepped down and am currently the Membership Chairman again and I also manage 
the division’s Facebook page. I have also represented the division at Rail Fair several times by manning the 
NMRA booth and by working with the other model railroad organization I belong to, the Sacramento Modu-
lar Railroaders. It has been a fair amount of work sometimes, but overall, it’s been very enjoyable to help eve-
ryone in Sierra Division with this great hobby.  

I’m a retired Navy Master Chief (25 years) with plenty of experience in good communications, working with 
people, and, during a couple stints as a Command Master Chief, representing them.  

If you vote for me, I will do my very best to represent you and Sierra Division on the Board. Thank you. 

Jim Collins 

Whether you receive your ballot via 
Email from Election Buddy or in the US 

Mail from PCR, be sure to cast your 
vote! 
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As Noted In The Last Issue of the Short Line, our division super-

intendent promised to share more information about the Minnesota 
Transportation Museum and more photos from his visit to the Jackson 
Street Roundhouse in St. Paul, MN. Here is his story: 

Over the 2019 Labor Day Holiday, my wife and I travelled to the Twin 
Cities to visit our son, daughter, and grand children. One of the activi-
ties planned for our visit was a visit to the Jackson Street Roundhouse in 
St. Paul, home to the Minnesota Transportation Museum. 

Built in 1907, the roundhouse was a steam engine maintenance facility 
for the Great Northern Railroad. It is situated just north of the Minneso-
ta State Capitol in downtown St. Paul. In 1960 the Great Northern sold 
the roundhouse and it was subsequently remodeled and repurposed as 
a warehouse and industrial building. In the process, all tracks were re-
moved along with the turntable. 

In 1986, Minnesota Transportation Museum bought the property and 
restored it to an operating roundhouse. The museum opened in 1999 
and the turntable was reinstalled in 2001. The roundhouse now also 
houses exhibits, archives, an AV theater, a meeting room, offices, and a 
gift shop.  

Following are a few photos from our visit. 

 

 

 

 

Museum Visitors See This Northern Pacific Caboose As 
They Park Their Vehicles In The Visitor Lot. Beyond The 

Trees Runs The BNSF Main Line. 

The Turntable Was In Motion When I 
Snapped This Shot. The Roundhouse Is In 

The Background. 
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One Of The Favorite Exhibits Is A G Scale Layout 

One Usually Associates Mississippi River Boats With The 
South, But The River Also Runs Between The Twin Cities. 

Thus The G Scale River Scene 

Another Favorite Is The Diesel Locomotive Simula-
tor 

Every Good Railroad Museum Needs A  
Magnetic Flagman Is It Blasphemous To Display A FRED Next To An 

Antique Interlocking Panel?? 
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Our Youngest Grandson Found A Display He  
Really Liked 

Our Oldest Grandson Had A Blast With The 
Locomotive Simulator 

Even Our Teenage Granddaughter Found 
A Favorite Display 
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Here, A Northern Pacific Q-3 Light Pacific Is  
Undergoing A Complete Rebuild And Restoration. It 
Was On Display At St. Paul’s Como Park Until MTM 

Began Restoration in 1986. 

NP 105, An NW2, Handled The Excursion Train 
The Day Of Our Visit 

Just In Case You Didn’t Know, This Is 
Snow Country 

A Visit To The Back Shops Revealed Another NW2 Un-
dergoing Repairs To One Of It’s Generators 

If you find yourself in the Twin Cities area, be 
sure to plan a stop at the Jackson Street Round-
house. It is located at 193 Pennsylvania Avenue E 
in St. Paul. 

651 291 0074 

https://transportationmuseum.org/ 
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Around And About 

 

 

An Interesting New Building has sprung up on the southeast corner of Cedar Street and W. 9th 

Street in Chico. What appeared to be a quadraplex as it was being framed, has turned out to be a two story 
single family dwelling (note the single meter). The lower level is a garage/shop and the living area is on the 
second level. There is no exterior stairway, so we think the doorway at the corner is an entry that leads to an 
interior stairwell.  

What piqued our interest was the color scheme and the sign above the entry. There is no doubt this building 
was intentionally decorated in SP depot colors, What’s more, just beyond the trees in the background runs 
the Union Pacific main line, formerly Southern Pacific! 


