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Wow, where did the year go?   

It really flew by for me!  I hope you were able to 
achieve at least some of your goals in our hobby as 
well as life in general.  I’m thankful for those of you 
who pitched in to help with our efforts to reach out and 
provide a good experience for all our members.  
 
As I enter the second and final year of my term as Sier-
ra Division superintendent, I’m happy to have a few 
items in the plus column.  One of my goals at the start 
of 2023 was to work on growing our membership and 
we had some pretty good success on that front.  In a 
joint effort with the other three divisions of the Pacific 

Coast Region (PCR), we’ve had a membership information table at several shows 
from Sacramento to Bakersfield and Pleasanton.  Through this effort, we’ve wel-
comed close to 50 new members to the region through the NMRA’s 9-month 
“Rail Pass” membership program.  If you’re one of these new members, I hope 
that your investment has started to pay you dividends. 

Our division stretches from the Oregon border to Modesto and out to the Nevada-
Utah border.  This is a lot of territory to cover.  One of my goals as I assumed of-
fice was to improve and streamline the way we got the word out to our members.  
We migrated the majority of our e-mail contact tasks over to the ConstantContact 
platform when I took the helm in late 2022.  We also moved the Sierra Division's 
website to a new platform.  Our division paymaster Michael Eldridge took over 
the additional duty of webmaster for both the division and region’s websites.  On 
the national level, our parent organization rolled out a new way to connect with 
members throughout the world of model railroading through the Discord applica-
tion.  I count these moves in the plus column as it has helped us verify, view, and 
understand how our members are receiving our communications. 

Another of my goals was to concentrate our efforts to visit parts of our division 
that had not been on our itinerary since before COVID.  We accomplished this in 
August by holding our quarterly meeting in Carson City Railroad Association’s 
club and layout.  Eight layout owners in the region opened the doors to their lay-
outs for division members to visit.  I had hoped to include a visit to the southern 
part of our division for our final quarterly meeting  but due to unforeseen circum-
stances, we weren’t able to make it in 2023.  I plan on make up for this shortcom-
ing in 2014. 

2023 was our division’s turn to host the PCR’s annual convention.  Chip Meriam 
and Jim Collins stepped in to share the duty of co-chairmanship for the conven-
tion which was co-sponsored by the Feather River Railroad Society after our origi-
nal chairman moved away to another region.  While the convention venue had a 
few notable limitations it gave many a chance to visit club and home layouts, take 
a tour of a prototypical railroad locomotive and car builder.  The convention also 
provided region members with opportunities to rekindle friendships, as well as 
share their knowledge and experiences.   

 

 

From the Superintendent 
 

Sierra Division 
Callboard 

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Frank Markovich 

frank@markovich.com 
(408) 505 2727 

 

Director, Sierra Division 
Lou Anderson 

louiesqd@att.net 

(480) 845-8480 

 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 
Dave Putnam 

dave@daveandlisa.net 
(661) 753-6006 

 
 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
Dave Fryman 

fryperson@hotmail.com 
(925) 360 1377 

 

Paymaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 
(408) 663-2019 

 
 

SHORT LINE  Editor  
Chip Meriam 

chipmeriam@comcast.net 
(530) 899-2609  

Contest Chairperson 
Mike Hamlin 

mikeandjerihamlin@gmail.com 
(530) 526-4408 

 

Membership Chairperson 
Jim Collins 

(209) 566-0935 

jimcoll51@gmail.com 
 
 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 

Achievement Program 
Dave Bayless 

(530) 613-5784 
 

Webmaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 

(408) 663-2019 

Short Line  is published quarterly by the 
Sierra Division of the Pacific Coast 
Region of the National Association. 
Material may be reprinted with permis-
sion. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heart-
ily encouraged and will be enthusiasti-
cally accepted! The preferred format 
would be in Rich Text Format (RTF), 
with photos as JPEGs, but we will ac-
cept any format (from a PC or Mac; MS 
Word, Simple Text, typed, or handwrit-
ten). Send it to your editor by regular 

mail to Short Line , 2260 Cherry Glenn 
Ct., Chico, CA 95926 or by email to :  

chipmeriam@comcast.net   If e-mailing 
put EDITOR in the subject line.  

Dave Putnam, 
Division Superintendent 

Continued on page  3 

https://www.pcrnmra.net/
https://www.pcrnmra.net/
https://www.pcrnmra.net/sierra/
https://www.pcrnmra.net/sierra/
https://wplives.org/
mailto:frank@markovich.com
mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:dave@daveandlisa.net
mailto:fryperson@hotmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
mailto:mikeandjerihamlin@gmail.com
mailto:jimcoll51@gmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
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By now, many of you have visited the NMRA’s “The Magic of Scale Model Railroading” on the third floor of the 
California State Railroad Museum (CSRM) in Sacramento.  We are approaching the three-year anniversary of the 
exhibit that has helped expose the public to our hobby.  The NMRA’s relationship with the museum has strength-
ened over the past year.  With help of the museum, our parent organization hosted seven modular layouts on the 
floor of the museum’s roundhouse.   
 
Several members of the Pacific Coast Region have pitched in to maintain this showcase.  Our own division member 
Dan Moody has played a key role in keeping things running there and his frequent seasonal updates to the exhibit’s 
HO layout.   Look for some exciting improvements and opportunities to take place at the exhibit has we move for-
ward into the new year.   

 

Speaking of the new year, the calendar has already become populated with some notable happenings.  First off, the  
Great Train Show returns to Cal Expo in Sacramento on the weekend of January 26th and 27th.  The following 
weekend, the PCR Layout and Design and Operations Weekend takes place in Santa Rosa.  Our division will host the 
first in-person meeting of the year on February 10th in Sacramento at (CSRM).  Prior to the meeting, the Sacramen-
to Model Railroad Historical Society will host an operating session on their layout in the morning starting at 9 am.  
Operators of all skill levels are welcome to attend.  We will enjoy a barbecued hamburger and hotdog lunch before 
heading to the museum for our meeting.   
 
The PCR’s  Coast Division will be hosting the 2024 convention "The Tech Line"  in Milpitas from April 24th to 
28th.  The NMRA’s annual convention Surfliner will take place in Long Beach August 4th to 11th.  Our neighboring 
region to the south the Pacific Southwest Division will be hosting this event.  Both conventions promise to be well 
worth attending. I hope that you’ll be able to attend some, if not all of the events that I’ve listed.     

 

From the Superintendent, ct’d. 

IMPORTANT !!!! 

https://www.californiarailroad.museum/visit/general-information
https://calexpostatefair.com/event/great-train-show/
http://bayldops.com/
http://www.smrhs.com/
http://www.smrhs.com/
https://www.pcrnmra.net/conv2024/
https://surfliner2024.org/
https://www.psrnmra.org/
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In an email from Russ Hamm, I learned of the pass-
ing of contributing author, Mike Hamm. I thorough-
ly enjoyed working with Mike. He first contacted me 
in an attempt to reverse the decision to take the Short 
Line to exclusive electronic delivery. We batted 
around several ways he could work around the deci-
sion without having to invest in a computer. As it 
turns out, I decided to print copies just for him and 
send them to him in the mail. The June 2023 issue  
was returned unopened. 
 
For several years, Mike mailed me type-written copy 
and 35mm color prints for a bunch of stories I pub-

lished in the Sierra Division Short Line and also the Pacific Coast Region 
Branch Line. His first article, about scratch-building a grain elevator, ap-
peared in the October 2019 Short Line, and was followed by several other 
similar articles over the years. His contribution to the hobby at a local level 
will be sorely missed because, well, “Nothing Is Good Enough.” 
 
 
 

Although this is technically the January-February-March 2024 edition of the Short Line, you should be read-
ing this during the 2023 Christmas Holiday time. In that spirit, much has been written about the indelible con-
nection of Christmas and model railroads. In fact, I shared words along this same theme in the “From the Edi-
tor” column in the January 2017 issue. I believe what I wrote then remains true now, seven years later, - espe-
cially the fellowship and sharing that accompany both Christmas and our hobby.  
 

“As I prepare this issue of The Short Line for publication, it is the Christmas Holiday Season. For many of us, 
the roots of our fascination with trains, and model trains in particular, can be traced directly to this time of cel-
ebration. There are countless Master Model Railroader bios that begin with something like, “It all started 
when I found an American Flyer train set under the Christmas Tree……..”  
I cannot claim such an exact connection, but nonetheless I have always closely associated my hobby with the 
Christmas Season. I distinctly recall many a Christmas Eve, running trains on my Lionel layout in my parent’s 
basement. With the room lights dimmed and the tiny layout lights aglow (many of them were red or green) it 
was almost magical. On some of these occasions, I was fortunate enough to have family members with which 
to share this spectacle. Indeed, it was these special moments that spawned a general desire to share my hobby 
with others.“ 

 
 
From the editorial staff here at the Short Line, our wishes for you to 
enjoy a Glorious Merry Christmas and a Healthful and Prosperous 
New Year. 
 

 

From the Editor 

Chip Meriam, 
Short Line Editor 

Mike Hamm’s Scratch-Built 
Grain Elevator 
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Short Line 

Mar 10 for the Apr Issue 

June 10 for the July Issue 

Sept 10 for the  Oct Issue 

Dec 10 for the Jan Issue 

Timetable   

 
Feb 10, 2024 

Sacramento 

May 11, 2024 

To be determined 

 

Aug 10, 2024 

To be determined 

Oct 12, 2024 

To be determined 

SIERRA DIVISION 
Next In-Person Meet:  February 10 

Sacramento 

9:00 AM  
OP Session at SMRHS 
1990 Grand Avenue 

1:15 PM 
California State Railroad Museum 

 

February Contest Categories: 

Modeling:  Any structure you have built 

during the past twelve months 

 

Photo:  Track and Structures 

 

Railroad Arts & Crafts 

Sierra Division continues to have online meets via 
ZOOM. Future online meets will be held the second Sat-
urday of each month when an in-person meet is not 
scheduled. 

UPCOMING ONLINE MEETS 

(all beginning at 10:30 AM) 

January 13, 2024 

March 9, 2024 

April 13, 2024 

June 8, 2024 

Sonesta San Jose Hotel from April 24-28, 2024.  

PC2024 website 

Cal Expo - Sacramento, CA 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2024/
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LAST RUN 
Mike Hamm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 30, 2023, we lost Mike to cancer. He had 
just lost his wife Marsha, who died in March. 
Mike’s daughter Courtney Hamm, who lives in the 
Redding, California area, was with him during his 
final months and lovingly assisted him until the 
end. 

Mike was a man of gentle spirit, good humor, and 
many talents. He loved his model railroading hob-
by, and was a model maker of consummate skill. 
Mike had been involved in many aspects of model 
making over the years since boyhood, including 
building and flying some of the very first radio-
controlled helicopters. 

For the past 20 years, Mike and his wife Marsha 
lived on their beautiful place outside Cottonwood, 
California. There they grew flowers and vegetables, 
and planted a large orchard with dozens of fruit 
bearing trees. They kept chickens and pigeons, and 
both enjoyed their hobbies - Marsha had a work-
shop for her sewing and craft projects, and Mike 
had a large shed devoted to his model railroad set-
up. It was there that he created the models he fea-
tured in his articles for the Short Line newsletter. 
Mike will be missed. 

December 2023 - Russ Hamm 

 

Mike Hamm with his O-Scale Glacier Mountain Railroad. Shown 
here, with Mike, is the Witches’ Hat depot, the subject of his 
scratch-building article published in the 1st Quarter 2020 edition 
of the Pacific Coast Region  Branch Line. 

 

For more about Mike See “From The Editor” on Page 4 
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The NMRA hosted a modular layout weekend at 
the California State Railroad Museum in Sacra-
mento.  This event, during the first weekend of 
November helped to kick off National Model Rail-
roading Month.  Museum visitors of all ages had 
the opportunity to see seven layouts from scales Z 
thru O as well as interact with the owners and 
even grab a throttle and run a train. The exhibits 
were located on the floor of the CRSM round-
house. 

Continued on page  8 
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The Love Of Trains Truly  

Transcends Generations! 
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International Rail Fair 
November at Cal Expo 

Continued on page  10 
Shortly After Opening The Morning Of November 11 
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Rail Fair, ct’d. 

Ed Powell (left)  and David Fryman (right) share duties at the Sierra Division TimeSaver Table .  

Michael Eldridge Demonstrates The Finer Points Of Track Painting During His 
Clinic, “Making Track Look Realistic.” 

Mary C Moore-Campagna Shared Her Expertise In 
Insuring Your Model Railroad 

Continued on page  11 
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Rail Fair, ct’d. 

Tom Campbell prepared a  special exhibit 
comprised of “coloring  projects” with a 
theme of “Color Sacramento.” 

This interactive display attracted a healthy 
crowd of young artists, and resulted in quite 
a collection of completed works of art. 

Continued on page  12 
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Rail Fair, ct’d. 

Robert and Sylvia Pethoud brought their Fall 
Creek Branch switching layout to Rail Fair. 
It provided an opportunity for people to learn 
and experiment with the basics of switching 
problems. Robert is a regular contributor to 
the PCR Branch Line newsletter. 

An S scale display by Michael Eldridge 
demonstrated the practicality of the 3/16” per 
foot scale. Indeed, it is larger than the more 
common HO scale,. But it does not, neces-
sarily, require a larger footprint. 

A large layout presented in a tiny scale. Jeff 
and Michele Merrill were on hand with their 
Z scale modular layout. Z scale is smaller 
than N by a noticeable margin—allowing for 
very long trains in a realistic setting. 
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https://pcrnmra.regfox.com/pcr-2024-convention 

REGISTER 

NOW !! 

 

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR DETAILS 

https://pcrnmra.regfox.com/pcr-2024-convention


14                                                                                                                                                                  Short Line 

 

 

The 2024 PCR Convention will be hosted by the Coast Division at the Sonesta San Jose Hotel 
from April 24-28, 2024. The Sonesta is ideally located for great layout tours, prototype visits, 
and other activities. The hotel has great convention facilities, enabling a vendor and swap meet. 
AND the PARKING IS FREE! 

 
 

The layout tours will feature the great layouts of the Bay Area. It has been 8 years since the last 
NMRA convention in the Bay Area and there are some great improved and new layouts. We are 
planning on having over 30 layouts open during the convention.  

No Fees For Parking 

Continued on page  15 
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In addition to great layouts, there will be excellent clinics .  
 

Continued on page  16 
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The convention will include prototype tours and operating ses-
sions as well as lots of other model railroading activities. Check 
out the PC2024 website for more information. Don't miss this 
opportunity to go to a great local convention. With the great 
$139 room rate and all of the great model railroading attractions, 

this is a convention not to be missed. 

http://www.pcrnmra.org/conv2024/
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Have you joined the NMRA Interchange?  It’s the newest tool to help you connect with other 
members, gain knowledge and learn to modeling techniques.  The Interchange is hosted on 
the Discord application which is available for Windows, Apple OS, Android and Apple devic-
es.   See instructions below for signing up.  
 

Joining the NMRA Interchange 

Speed Muller 

IT Manager, NMRA  

 

Have you joined the Interchange yet? If not, follow these steps to get connected! 

1. Go to nmra.org/nmra-interchange 

2. It will ask you to log in to the NMRA website if you're not already logged in. If you are not registered with the 
NMRA website yet, now's the time to do it. Click the "Need a username? Register now" button, and get set up. 
Use the email address on file in the NMRA membership system (probably the one where you got this eBulle-
tin). The system will email you a link to set your password. 

3. Now you should be in the NMRA Interchange page. If not, click this link. 

4. Click on Member Info in the top right corner and scroll down get your exact Member ID. You'll need that later. 

5. Read through the page and then follow the "Interchange Server Invite" link at the bottom. This is a special link 
just for you and will look something like https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx 

6. You will be taken to Discord (the platform that hosts the NMRA Interchange) where you will be prompted to 
sign in, if you already have an account there, or prompted to register, if not. If you need instructions for creating 
an account or logging into Discord they can be found here. 

7. Once you accept the NMRA Interchange Invite, and you are logged in, you will land in #the-lobby with 
a message on what to do next. 

8. We suggest that you read and agree to the #rules first. Just click on #rules and then click on "thumbs up". Then 
click on #the-lobby again to do the most important step. 

9. Discord and the NMRA need to check with each other, in order to verify that you are a current NMRA 
member with an email on file. You start the process with the /onboardcommand. Now, this is very 
sensitive to the type of device you are using, so just type the first few letters /onb at the bottom where 
you see a + sign in a circle. It will complete the command for you in a pop-up just above that. Click on 
the /onboardcommand. Add your membership number (6 characters followed by a space and then 
two more characters) just as you noted in step 4. Example: /onboard input: 123456 0A 

10. Discord and the NMRA computers will have a chat, and then you will receive an email containing a /
clearance command. That's your entry ticket. Copy and paste the whole line into #the-lobby (at the + sign 
again). Example: /clearance input: 654321 

11. You're in! You will not have to do any of this again. If anything derails, you'll get a message telling you what to 
do next, and we also have Moderators in the Interchange standing by to help. 

12. If all went well, you'll now see more than 350 channels (those # things). We suggest you start by going 
to #introduce-yourself and then scroll up to #the-workbench to see what others have done and shared! Then 
find your Region and Division and say "hello" there. And then start participating and enjoy!  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9HZ0VvcQWV4Taz24170ECirp5UAz8E7ljbeNvLefd_J1i-sD61kbFFqsguPO5-Ks_HsUNBuaO086IvFsUmOzyaccPDXWrKN0dg==&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSNeqWHmxLD
https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmH4z7Mi5SUSKWEqy1mmbzUYQkalho9mESbDX76W1OypZqfe_-1WGZN1rbHYpNuI0UL603xjf71kPfP4Dqr9T6S61uguawHZdFZ6AGUkhyM-DLE_f6zh1q4sEAD8kXZISoXK-P0hbzW-VgreksxZHaprFA4suz_Z104WM
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FB: Walt’s Trains and Electronics 
Email: waltstrains@yahoo.com 

408-431-1660 
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If you would like for Sierra Division events to appear in your personal calendar, you 
can link to the calendar on the Sierra Division website. This will work if you use 
Google Calendar, Outlook, or Apple's Calendar app. Go to the Sierra Division web-
site, http://www.pcrnmra.net/sierra, and click on Calendar. On the right you will see a 
link to a page that describes how to link to the Sierra Division calendar from your cal-
endar. After that, when events are placed on the Sierra Division calendar they will au-
tomatically appear in your calendar also. 
 
Questions or need help?     meldridge2000@gmail.com 
 

http://www.pcrnmra.net/sierra
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
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The Sierra Division, PCR-NMRA is making available to Sierra Division members a “kit” containing the nec-
essary tools and instructions to complete the part 3 requirements of the NMRA Model Railroad Engineer – 
Civil Certificate. More information on the requirement is at: www.nmra.org/civil 
 
The Kit: 
The kit includes tools and templates sufficient to create the following (you only need to construct 3):  

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Right-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Left-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Single crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Double crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Crossing 14 degree  

How the System Works:  
 Reservations are on a first-come, first-served basis. All reservations will be for a calendar month. Requests 

must be sent to louiesqd@att.net.  
 The kit will be shipped via UPS on the first day of the month. Arrival should be within 2-3 days.  
 The member may use the kit for what should be, about three weeks.  
 The member must ship the kit back, postage pre-paid by the 25th of the month. This will allow us time to 

check and clean the kit and still send it out again on the first of the month. Zip ties and address infor-
mation will be included in the kit. Return the kit to: 

  Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 
Reservations: 

The rental fee and deposit must be received by the 15th of the preceding month. 

The rental fee for the kit is $25.00 by separate check. This will cover the cost of shipping the kit to the 
member, cleaning costs and additional packaging as needed.  

A deposit in the amount of $500.00 must be included by separate check. This check will NOT be deposit-
ed unless the kit is not returned. When the kit is returned, the check will be destroyed.  

Mail both checks, made payable to the Sierra Division, to:  
 Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776.  
Preparation/Supplies: 
Be prepared. Have all supplies ready and on-hand in advance of the arrival of the kit. You will need:  

Micro-Engineering Code 83 NON-weathered rail, have extra on hand.  
Small diameter solder.  
Soldering iron, min 35 watts. 
Instructions and a DVD are including in the kit or you can go to https://www.handlaidtrack.com/ for more 

information. 
Responsibilities: 
  The member is responsible for loss and all damage to the contents of the kit. If you break it, or damage it 
beyond further use, notify us immediately at louiesqd@att.net. Be prepared to include a check in the amounts 
listed above to cover the cost of replacement.  

 Please notify us as soon as possible if you wish to cancel your reservation so that we can offer it to another 
member. 

  
If you have questions, please direct them to Lou Anderson at louiesqd@att.net. or Chip Meriam at chipmeri-
am@comcast.net.   

 

IMPORTANT !!!! 
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Sacramento Northern GE 44 Tonner Number 143 is whiling 
away the day at the Northern Star Mills spur. Local ordinance 
prohibits operation of trains on street trackage during daylight 
hours, so this is a frequent afternoon scene. 

(Inset: Northern Star Mills at 510 Esplanade, Chico, CA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around And About 
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See Partial List Of Partners On The Next Page 
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