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The summer is here and there are lots of outdoor 
activities to fill our daylight hours.  Seeking shelter 
in the layout room is often a low priority when the 
sun is out and the weather warms up, but model 
railroading can still be on your radar.  Many of us 
will soon be taking short and long road trips to visit 
friends and family.  I always try to include a visit to 
stores that might be offering deals on those items 
that are on my want list. I also try to work in a visit 
to a local club when I’m visiting new territory.  
 
Maybe you have a clinic that you would like to pre-
sent.  While you’re out lounging in the hammock, 
pool, or lake, why not work up a concept that you 

can use to create something that might interest other modelers?  Our friends 
in the Redwood Division of the PCR are looking for members who would like 
to give presentations at next year’s “Extra 2026” convention April 30th – May 
2nd in Rohnert Park.   For more info, visit the convention’s clinic website.   
Several of the layout owners in our region and division who hold operating 
stations are often looking for crew when “the regulars” are unavailable during 
the summer months due to vacation travel.  Check around your area and see 
if you can get on a call list or two.  This is a great way to connect with other 
people in the hobby.  Don’t worry if you have little or no prior experience par-
ticipating in operating sessions.  Most owners will be happy to pair you up 
with a veteran to mentor and help you gain knowledge and experience.   
 
Speaking of travel, it isn’t too late to sign up to attend the NMRA’s national 
convention and Train Show in Novi, Michigan.  The convention dates are July 
14th - 19th and the Train Show is on July 19th & 20th. 

Our division’s next in-person meeting will be hosted by the Tidewater South-
ern Model Railroad Club on Saturday August 23rd.  The club’s layout is locat-
ed at the San Juaquin County Fairgrounds.  The division will be providing piz-
za and drinks for the meeting.  Along with the club’s layout, David Stanley is 
opening his home layout for visitors in the morning prior to the meeting.  Bran-
don Salas is helping to coordinate this day so if you have a layout in the 
Stockton area or know of someone who does and would like to show it off, 
please contact Brandon and we can add the layout to the tour.  We will be 
sending out a formal invite and request via e-mail for meeting details and 
RSVPs in early August via ConstantContact.   

Finally, as my two-year term as Sierra Division’s Superintendent ends later 
this year, you might want to consider taking over the duties.  I’ve had a great 
opportunity to meet a lot of our members at our meetings, layout tours and 
operating sessions and learned a great deal during my time in office.  

 

From the Superintendent 
 

Sierra Division 
Callboard 

 

PCR business or questions: 
PCR President 
Frank Markovich 

frank@markovich.com 
(408) 505 2727 

 

Director, Sierra Division 
Lou Anderson 

louiesqd@att.net 

(480) 845-8480 

 

Sierra Division business, questions, or 
to volunteer to give a clinic, for mem-

bership problems,  
Superintendent 
Dave Putnam 

dave@daveandlisa.net 
(661) 753-6006 

 
 

To volunteer your layout for a tour or  
“Timetable” entries: 

Chief Clerk 
Dave Fryman 

fryperson@hotmail.com 
(925) 360 1377 

 

Paymaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 
(408) 663-2019 

 
 

SHORT LINE  Editor  
Chip Meriam 

chipmeriam@comcast.net 
(530) 899-2609  

Contest Chairperson 
Mike Hamlin 

hamlin6250@gmail.com 
(530) 526-4408 

 

Membership Chairperson 
Jim Collins 

(209) 566-0935 

jimcoll51@gmail.com 
 
 

For Golden  Spike or NMRA  
AP Certificate questions: 

Achievement Program 
Dave Bayless 

(530) 613-5784 
 

Webmaster 
Michael Eldridge 

meldridge2000@gmail.com 

(408) 663-2019 

Short Line  is published quarterly by the 
Sierra Division of the Pacific Coast 
Region of the National Association. 
Material may be reprinted with permis-
sion. 

Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heart-
ily encouraged and will be enthusiasti-
cally accepted! The preferred format 
would be in Rich Text Format (RTF), 
with photos as JPEGs, but we will ac-
cept any format (from a PC or Mac; MS 
Word, Simple Text, typed, or handwrit-
ten). Send it to your editor by regular 

mail to Short Line , 2260 Cherry Glenn 
Ct., Chico, CA 95926 or by email to :  

chipmeriam@comcast.net   If e-mailing 
put EDITOR in the subject line.  

Dave Putnam, 
Division Superintendent 

https://pcr2026.org/
https://pcr2026.org/
https://pcr2026.org/clinics/
https://nmra2025.com/
https://nmra2025.com/
https://nationaltrainshow.org/2025/ntsnovi.html
https://www.twsmrc.com/
https://www.twsmrc.com/
mailto:brandon.salas.pio@gmail.com
mailto:frank@markovich.com
mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:dave@daveandlisa.net
mailto:fryperson@hotmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
mailto:hamlin6250@gmail.com
mailto:jimcoll51@gmail.com
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
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Peering Out The Back Door 

A recent suggestion made to  my alter ego, the PCR Branch Line Editor, sent him 
through past issues of the regional newsletter in search for the date of a particular award 
presentation. While crawling around in the archives, he/we absorbed quite a bit of histo-
ry and acquired a bit of a thirst for further connection with the stories from previous 
model railroad years. We actually went all the way back to October 2001, which is the 
earliest of the archived Branch Line  issues. 

Once I had worked my way forward to the first issue I edited, I decided to try the same 
exercise with the Sierra Division Short Line. The Short Line archive only goes back as 
far as October 2007 when it was just a type-written, four-page letter. It wasn’t until Jan-
uary 2011, when Gary Ray became editor, that the current configuration of this publica-

tion came to be. Gary took the short letter and morphed it into a full-blown tab-style magazine. The format he 
created back in 2011 largely remains with us to this day. 

The cover of this issue reflects my visit to the past issues. Sort of like looking over my shoulder or, “out the 
back door.” I hope you recognize something or someone in the collage on page 1. I know I did.    

 

 

Speaking of Gary Ray, he shared a special occasion with us. See the news from Gary on page 13. 

Also of note is a new train show in our area. See page 4 for news about the Redding Model Train Show. 

International Rail Fair will be back the weekend of November 8 & 9. Be sure to see the flyer on page 7 and 
the “Square Foot Diorama Challenge” on page 8. 

The 2026 PCR convention is well along in the planning stage. You can learn more about it on pages 9, 15, and 
16. 

And don’t forget the August 23 Sierra Division in-person meet (remember when we didn’t need to qualify 
meets with the description “in-person?”). Our hosts will be Dave Stanley and his Morada Belt Railroad  and 
the Tidewater Southern Model Railroad Club. And, pizza and drinks will be provided! (see page 14) 

 

 

Please remember that this publication is designed to be a cooperative effort. In other words, the readers (you) 
are encouraged to contribute content in order to keep it interesting and meaningful.  

Don’t be shy. Send your photos, comments, and articles to: 

 

  chipmeriam@comcast.net 

  Attention: Short Line 

 

Thanks! 

 

 

From the Editor 

Chip Meriam, 
Short Line Editor 

mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
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Short Line 

Sept 10 for the Oct Issue 

Dec 10 for the Jan Issue 

Mar 10 for the April Issue 

June10 for the July Issue 

Timetable   

 

Aug 23, 2025 

Stockton 

Oct 11, 2025 

Chico 

 
Feb 2026 

To be determined 

 

Sierra Division continues to have online 
meets via ZOOM. Future online meets 
will be held the second Saturday of 
each month when an in-person meet is 
not scheduled. 

UPCOMING ONLINE MEETS 

(all beginning at 10:30 AM) 

July 12, 2025 

Sept 13, 2025 

Dec  13, 2025 

 

SIERRA DIVISION 
Next In-Person Meet:  August 23 

Tidewater Southern 

9:00 AM  
1658 S. Airport Way, Stockton 

(San Joaquin County Fair Grounds) 
 

Lunch will be provided 
 

Meeting, Contest, and Show ‘n Tell 
 

August Contest Categories: 

Modeling:  Diesel Locomotives 

 

Photo:  Any Railroad Model - Color Only 

 

Railroad Arts & Crafts 

International Rail Fair 

November 8 & 9 

Cal Expo 
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NMRA Promise 
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International Railfair is hosting a Square Foot Diorama Challenge. Build a diorama be-
tween now and November 8th, and display it during the show (on one of the Sierra Di-
vision tables). The rules are simple - the diorama has to fit on a 12" x 12" square base 
(or smaller) and there has to be an element that includes railroad track. The diorama 
can be in any scale, even a non standard 'railroad scale'. There will be a People's 
Choice award based on votes from our show's attendees. I'm The International 
Railfair will be held at Cal Expo in Sacramento on November 8th and 9th 2025. 
The Challenge is a fun event that's aimed at giving our show attendees another thing 
to enjoy. I hope some of you are able to join in. I can't wait to see what you build.  
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  Morada Belt  

TIDEWATER SOUTHERN 

Mark Your Calendar for August 23, which will be the next Sierra Division In-Person 
Meet in San Joaquin County. 

We will be guests of the Tidewater Southern Model Railroad Club at their location in the 
San Joaquin County Fairgrounds in Stockton. 

In addition, Dave Stanley will have his Morada Belt Railroad open for us to visit that 
same morning. 

PLUS...Lunch is on Sierra Division. Can’t beat that! 

Both of these layouts are well worth the travel-time to visit. Don’t miss out. 
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Tidewater Southern MRC Inc.  
 

We are Located in Building 1 at the San Joaquin County Fairgrounds (1658 S Airport Way, Stockton, CA 
95206), We have both HO and N scale layouts housed in a 2,400 sq. ft. alcove.  The HO scale layout repre-
sents the former Tidewater Southern branch line of Western Pacific.  We meet every Saturday from 9am 
- 5pm except for major holidays and run trains on the last Saturday of the month. Admission is 
free!  Email us at: tidewatersrhs@gmail.com for our schedule. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1658+S+Airport+Way,+Stockton,+CA+95206?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1658+S+Airport+Way,+Stockton,+CA+95206?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:tidewatersrhs@gmail.com
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Have you joined the NMRA Interchange?  It’s the newest tool to help you connect with other 
members, gain knowledge and learn to modeling techniques.  The Interchange is hosted on 
the Discord application which is available for Windows, Apple OS, Android and Apple devic-
es.   See instructions below for signing up.  
 

Joining the NMRA Interchange 

Speed Muller 

IT Manager, NMRA  

 

Have you joined the Interchange yet? If not, follow these steps to get connected! 

1. Go to nmra.org/nmra-interchange 

2. It will ask you to log in to the NMRA website if you're not already logged in. If you are not registered with the 
NMRA website yet, now's the time to do it. Click the "Need a username? Register now" button, and get set up. 
Use the email address on file in the NMRA membership system (probably the one where you got this eBulle-
tin). The system will email you a link to set your password. 

3. Now you should be in the NMRA Interchange page. If not, click this link. 

4. Click on Member Info in the top right corner and scroll down get your exact Member ID. You'll need that later. 

5. Read through the page and then follow the "Interchange Server Invite" link at the bottom. This is a special link 
just for you and will look something like https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx 

6. You will be taken to Discord (the platform that hosts the NMRA Interchange) where you will be prompted to 
sign in, if you already have an account there, or prompted to register, if not. If you need instructions for creat-
ing an account or logging into Discord they can be found here. 

7. Once you accept the NMRA Interchange Invite, and you are logged in, you will land in #the-
lobby with a message on what to do next. 

8. We suggest that you read and agree to the #rules first. Just click on #rules and then click on "thumbs up". 
Then click on #the-lobby again to do the most important step. 

9. Discord and the NMRA need to check with each other, in order to verify that you are a current NMRA 
member with an email on file. You start the process with the /onboardcommand. Now, this is very 
sensitive to the type of device you are using, so just type the first few letters /onb at the bottom 
where you see a + sign in a circle. It will complete the command for you in a pop-up just above that. 
Click on the /onboardcommand. Add your membership number (6 characters followed by a space 
and then two more characters) just as you noted in step 4. Example: /onboard input: 123456 0A 

10. Discord and the NMRA computers will have a chat, and then you will receive an email containing a /
clearance command. That's your entry ticket. Copy and paste the whole line into #the-lobby (at the + sign 
again). Example: /clearance input: 654321 

11. You're in! You will not have to do any of this again. If anything derails, you'll get a message telling you what to 
do next, and we also have Moderators in the Interchange standing by to help. 

12. If all went well, you'll now see more than 350 channels (those # things). We suggest you start by going 
to #introduce-yourself and then scroll up to #the-workbench to see what others have done and shared! Then 
find your Region and Division and say "hello" there. And then start participating and enjoy!  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmwhyBRmybKL39emPvnrvevDxJnwQCTUKYIcQyQptkVAUHqGZps_DalEjONSEKprMAw1AYsk4H_0k3ZfQxb0RPYs2570_54NLZ&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSN
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9HZ0VvcQWV4Taz24170ECirp5UAz8E7ljbeNvLefd_J1i-sD61kbFFqsguPO5-Ks_HsUNBuaO086IvFsUmOzyaccPDXWrKN0dg==&c=q1F6NF6cAyib87SxLZGdvAoGlC2vtkGvbcutQQqB7cfwQKmLJXjCCg==&ch=jzSNeqWHmxLD
https://discord.gg/xxxxxxx
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yvdP-Nbg5YX-wTfF7z0KScoJwrPWbURmjlqFQ8wOzvzCLl58CrAh9CzZNyJvgFAmH4z7Mi5SUSKWEqy1mmbzUYQkalho9mESbDX76W1OypZqfe_-1WGZN1rbHYpNuI0UL603xjf71kPfP4Dqr9T6S61uguawHZdFZ6AGUkhyM-DLE_f6zh1q4sEAD8kXZISoXK-P0hbzW-VgreksxZHaprFA4suz_Z104WM
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“Hi California Friends, 
 
Yesterday cars were put on the tracks of the Gerber Sub for the first time in 6 years.  What an exciting moment 
for me. 

Read more at my blog: First Train on Layout to Run - Gary Ray- Southern Pacific Model Layout 
A giant leap forward! 
 
Gary Ray 
Azle, TX” 
 
 

 
May 16, 2025 

 

Today is a Red-Letter Day!  The first train left Gerber for Redding and returned.  The last time a train ran on the Gerber 
Sub was October 9, 2019! Tearing out the old layout, moving, and starting construction on a new one put me 6 years 
behind schedule. Had we not moved, that time would have been spent building structures and Westerfield car kits.  At 
79, I’ll have to decide what can be accomplished and probably sell off things I don’t think will get done.  But so happy to 
have trains running again.  

https://www.southernpacificlayout.com/first-train-on-layout-to-run/
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Sierra Division events appear on the PCR Calendar. If you would like for Sierra 
Division and PCR events to appear in your personal calendar, you can link to the 
PCR calendar on the web. 
 
This will work if you use Google Calendar, Outlook, or Apple's Calendar app. Go 
to https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/ for instructions on how to 
link to the PCR Calendar. Events placed on the PCR calendar will automatically 
appear in your calendar also. Questions or need help? meldridge2000@gmail.com 

 

 

Wed thru Fri  12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Saturday 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

 

https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/
mailto:meldridge2000@gmail.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us as we return to the DoubleTree Sonoma Wine Country Hotel in Rohnert Park 
April 30 - May 3, 2026 for the next annual PCR Convention. The official website is live 
at pcr2026.org, with even more details coming in July. Hotel rates are $169 per night 
with free parking and no resort fees. 
Get ready for an incredible lineup! We’ve already confirmed over 25 clinics, including 
7 fun and interactive Make & Takes—with more clinics being added every week! You’ll 
also enjoy at least 14 amazing layout tours (we’re sure there will be more), featuring 
some new additions never before seen at PCR. And that’s not all—7 unforgettable ex-
cursions are on the schedule, including fan-favorite Sturgeon’s Mill, the new Russian 
River Rail Bikes, and a scenic day at the Western Railway Museum, complete with a 
picnic lunch and nostalgic train ride. You won’t want to miss it! 

This is shaping up to be one of our best conventions yet—see you there! 

Registration will open July 3! And the fare options remain the same! 

FULL FARE – $160 

Includes full convention registration, access to all clinics, contests, layout tours, and 
the Sunday Business Meeting/Awards Breakfast.  Also includes a FREE Companion 
Fare, which grants the same access for one additional person. 

EXPRESS FARE – $110 

Includes convention registration, clinics, contests, and layout tours for all three days. 
Does not include the Sunday breakfast. 

DAY FARE – $60 per day 

Includes registration, clinics, contests, and layout tours for one specific day only—
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday. 

https://pcr2026.org
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April 30 - May 3, 2026  

 

 
Clinicians Wanted! 

Share your expertise with fellow modelers, rail history enthusiasts, and layout design 
and operations fans! Whether you’ve discovered a more efficient modeling tech-
nique, uncovered fascinating local railroad history, developed a hands-on skill to 
teach, or have a story from your layout that others can learn from—we want to hear 
from you. 

The 2026 Convention is seeking knowledgeable and passionate presenters. We in-
vite you to submit a clinic title along with a brief description of your presentation, 
hands-on workshop, or other session idea. Your insights can inspire and educate 
others in the hobby! 

Visit our website at https://pcr2026.org/clinics/ and fill out the clinic submission 
form to share your presentation with fellow attendees. Your participation is key to the 
success of the convention! For questions or help with the form, contact Jim Providen-
za at clinics@pcr2026.org. 
 

Convention Merchandise Now Available  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order your convention merchandise today! Prices may increase later, so now’s the 
perfect time to secure your items.  Order HERE 

https://pcr2026.org/clinics/%20
mailto:clinics@pcr2026.org
https://www.daylightsales.net/product-category/pcr-2026/
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The Sierra Division, PCR-NMRA is making available to Sierra Division members a “kit” containing the 
necessary tools and instructions to complete the part 3 requirements of the NMRA Model Railroad Engineer 
– Civil Certificate. More information on the requirement is at: www.nmra.org/civil 
 
The Kit: 
The kit includes tools and templates sufficient to create the following (you only need to construct 3):  

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Right-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Left-hand turnout  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Single crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Double crossover  
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Crossing 14 degree  

How the System Works:  
 Reservations are on a first-come, first-served basis. All reservations will be for a calendar month. Re-

quests must be sent to louiesqd@att.net.  
 The kit will be shipped via UPS on the first day of the month. Arrival should be within 2-3 days.  
 The member may use the kit for what should be, about three weeks.  
 The member must ship the kit back, postage pre-paid by the 25th of the month. This will allow us time to 

check and clean the kit and still send it out again on the first of the month. Zip ties and address infor-
mation will be included in the kit. Return the kit to: 

  Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 
Reservations: 

The rental fee and deposit must be received by the 15th of the preceding month. 

The rental fee for the kit is $25.00 by separate check. This will cover the cost of shipping the kit to the 
member, cleaning costs and additional packaging as needed.  

A deposit in the amount of $500.00 must be included by separate check. This check will NOT be deposit-
ed unless the kit is not returned. When the kit is returned, the check will be destroyed.  

Mail both checks, made payable to the Sierra Division, to:  
 Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776.  
Preparation/Supplies: 
Be prepared. Have all supplies ready and on-hand in advance of the arrival of the kit. You will need:  

Micro-Engineering Code 83 NON-weathered rail, have extra on hand.  
Small diameter solder.  
Soldering iron, min 35 watts. 
Instructions and a DVD are including in the kit or you can go to https://www.handlaidtrack.com/ for more 

information. 
Responsibilities: 
  The member is responsible for loss and all damage to the contents of the kit. If you break it, or damage it 
beyond further use, notify us immediately at louiesqd@att.net. Be prepared to include a check in the 
amounts listed above to cover the cost of replacement.  

 Please notify us as soon as possible if you wish to cancel your reservation so that we can offer it to anoth-
er member. 

  
If you have questions, please direct them to Lou Anderson at louiesqd@att.net. or Chip Meriam at chipmeri-
am@comcast.net.   

 

IMPORTANT !!!! 
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Around And About 

Thinking About Fall… 
 

Union Pacific 8648, an SD70ACe built in June 2008, leads a container stack train west-
bound (compass north) through Chico CA on Sunday morning, November 17, 2024. 

 

Photo: Lorri Meriam 
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See Partial List Of Partners On The Next Page 
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