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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !!
The convention committee is just now forming and, 
although most positions are filled, we still have need 
for more help. Please contact Lou Anderson or Chip 
Meriam to see how you can help out with the 2027 
Pacific Coast Region convention in Reno.

Lou      louisqd@att.net
Chip  chipmeriam@comcast.net

mailto:louisqd@att.net
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net


Sierra Division
Callboard

PCR business or questions:
PCR President
Chip Meriam

chipmeriam@comcast.com
(530) 228-1544

Director, Sierra Division
Mike Hamlin

hamlin6250@gmail.com
(530) 526-4408

Sierra Division business, questions, or to 
volunteer to give a clinic, for membership 
problems,

 Superintendent
Dave McBrayer

david.mcbrayer9@gmail.com
(510) 882-4326

To volunteer your layout for a tour or 
“Timetable” entries:

Chief Clerk
Dave Fryman

fryperson@hotmail.com
(925) 360 1377

Paymaster
Michael Eldridge

meldridge2000@gmail.com
(408) 663-2019

SHORT LINE Editor 
Chip Meriam

chipmeriam@comcast.net
(530) 899-2609

Contest Chairperson
Mike Hamlin

hamlin6250@gmail.com
(530) 526-4408

Membership Chairperson
VACANT

For Golden  Spike or NMRA 
AP Certificate questions:
Achievement Program

Dave Bayless
(530) 613-5784

Webmaster
Michael Eldridge

meldridge2000@gmail.com
(408) 663-2019

Short Line is published quarterly by the 
Sierra Division of the Pacific Coast Region 
of the National Association. Material may 
be reprinted with permission.
Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heartily 
encouraged and will be enthusiastically 
accepted! The preferred format would be in 
Rich Text Format (RTF), with photos as 
JPEGs, but we will accept any format (from 
a PC or Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, 
or handwritten). Send it to your editor by 
regular mail to Short Line, 2260 Cherry 
Glenn Ct., Chico, CA 95926 or by email to : 
chipmeriam@comcast.net   If e-mailing put 
EDITOR in the subject line.

From The Superintendent
I have a question for those that model whether 
for Operations or For Display: Have you created 
any Special Purpose trains?  I’m thinking:

1.  Track Work. Whether for repairing a derail, 
burned trestle or routine track replacement and 
then there is route improvement.  The Cantara 
Loop derailment in 1991 that caused so much 
grief.  There  have been other derailments since 
then that were more inconvenient resulting from 
track or wheel failures.  

2.  Fire Trains.  Recall the Dixie Fire that burned the Feather River 
Canyon in 2021.  UP ran different types of Fire Trains: Ferrying 
wildland fire fighters in gondolas, traditional Fire Trains with tank 
cars with pump systems to wet down the Right-of-Way, and 
combinations of both types.  Fire Trains have been used in the 
several eras that are popularly modeled.  

The above Special Purpose trains come quickly to my mind.  Do you 
know of any other Special Purpose train type?  How about some type 
of Special Event; perhaps the funeral train for President George H.W. 
Bush, or Abraham Lincoln?  How many other deceased Presidents 
were carried in a funeral train?
If you have a Special Purpose train or are developing one, tell me 
about it.  Send me an email describing it.  Please include a picture or 
three.  I’m interested.  My email address is in the Call Board included 
with this issue of Sierra Division Short Line.

Dave McBrayer
Superintendent – PCR Sierra Division.
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From The editor
You may have noticed we have a bit of a “new look” here at the Short Line.
First, MicroSoft® has decided for us to discontinue the use of Publisher ®, the production 
software we’ve been using since 2015. I say “decided for us” because they are flat-out dropping 
the software and its support in October. Furthermore, they have left us no alternative way to 
access our archived files without converting them all to some other format. What a pain! So, this 
is the first edition to be produced using PowerPoint ®. You know, the software many of our 
clinicians use to help you sleep through their presentations at conventions…
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In addition to our new format, we have a new Sierra 
Division logo. This is partly due to a need for 
something new (our old logo hasn’t changed since it

was converted to color), but also because the NMRA National has 
saddled us with “graphic guidelines” that dictate colors and shapes. 
You’ve probably seen the new NMRA logo. Well, here is the new Sierra 
Division logo which, by the way, we like a whole lot better. Our thanks 
to Michael Eldridge for developing this design.

A few notes about this issue:

• Please read Dave McBrayer’s comments about special trains. We have a suspicion these oddities might 
show up as a contest category in some future Sierra Division meet!

• Take special note of our first advertisement for the 2027 convention. Sierra Division is the host for this 
event, to be held in Reno, NV, next spring. VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME AND NEEDED.

• Walt Schedler has been busy improving HO scale real estate in Red Bluff, CA. We have several photos 
saved up from Walt’s frequent progress posts ( we won’t mention the 1940s street scene with 2020s 
automobiles ).

• A group of us visited the Remanso de Paz & Western on Saturday, June 27. We were able to capture some 
of the action.

• Finally, happy birthday to the United States of America. We were able to find a shot of a Nevada Northern 
GEEP adorned in semi quincentennial garb.

The Sierra Division created an email address several years ago solely to create a google drive. We need 
to change this address. So, if you have anything that references the old address, 
pcrsierradivision@gmail.com, please change it to point to sierradivisionpcr@gmail.com.

mailto:pcrsierradivision@gmail.com
mailto:sierradivisionpcr@gmail.com


Sierra Division continues to have online meets via 
ZOOM or Google Meet. Future online meets will be 
held the second Saturday of each month when an in-
person meet is not scheduled.

UPCOMING ONLINE MEETS
(all beginning at 10:30 AM)

July 11, 2026
Sept. 11, 2026
Nov. 13, 2026
Dec. 12, 2026

SIERRA DIVISION
Next In-Person Meet:  August 29

Stockton Fair Grounds

Tidewater Southern
Model Railroad Club
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Wed thru Fri  12:00 PM to 5:00 PM

Saturday 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Sierra Division events appear on the PCR Calendar. If you would like for 
Sierra Division and PCR events to appear in your personal calendar, you 
can link to the PCR calendar on the web.

This will work if you use Google Calendar, Outlook, or Apple's Calendar 
app. Go to https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/ for 
instructions on how to link to the PCR Calendar. Events placed on the PCR 
calendar will automatically appear in your calendar also. Questions or need 
help? meldridge2000@gmail.com
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 Three Day Program
 Clinics
 Make & Take Workshops
 Layout Tours
 Operating Sessions
 Contests
 Excursions
 Swap Meet
 Free Companion Fare
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The Sierra Division, PCR-NMRA is making available to Sierra Division members a “kit” containing the 
necessary tools and instructions to complete the part 3 requirements of the NMRA Model Railroad Engineer – 
Civil Certificate. More information on the requirement is at: www.nmra.org/civil

The Kit:

The kit includes tools and templates sufficient to create the following (you only need to construct 3): 

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Right-hand turnout 
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Left-hand turnout 
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Single crossover 
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Double crossover 
HO Scale #5, Code 83 Crossing 14 degree 

How the System Works: 

· Reservations are on a first-come, first-served basis. All reservations will be for a calendar month. Requests must 
be sent to louiesqd@att.net. 

· The kit will be shipped via UPS on the first day of the month. Arrival should be within 2-3 days. 
· The member may use the kit for what should be, about three weeks. 
· The member must ship the kit back, postage pre-paid by the 25th of the month. This will allow us time to check 

and clean the kit and still send it out again on the first of the month. Zip ties and address information will be 
included in the kit. Return the kit to:

  Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776.

Reservations:

The rental fee and deposit must be received by the 15th of the preceding month.
The rental fee for the kit is $25.00 by separate check. This will cover the cost of shipping the kit to the 

member, cleaning costs and additional packaging as needed. 
A deposit in the amount of $500.00 must be included by separate check. This check will NOT be deposited 

unless the kit is not returned. When the kit is returned, the check will be destroyed. 
Mail both checks, made payable to the Sierra Division, to: 

 Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 

Preparation/Supplies:

Be prepared. Have all supplies ready and on-hand in advance of the arrival of the kit. You will need: 
Micro-Engineering Code 83 NON-weathered rail, have extra on hand. 
Small diameter solder. 
Soldering iron, min 35 watts.
Instructions and a DVD are including in the kit or you can go to https://www.handlaidtrack.com/ for more 

information.
Responsibilities:

 · The member is responsible for loss and all damage to the contents of the kit. If you break it, or damage it 
beyond further use, notify us immediately at louiesqd@att.net. Be prepared to include a check in the amounts 
listed above to cover the cost of replacement. 

· Please notify us as soon as possible if you wish to cancel your reservation so that we can offer it to another 
member.

If you have questions, please direct them to Lou Anderson at louiesqd@att.net. or Chip Meriam at 
chipmeriam@comcast.net.  

mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:louiesqd@att.net
mailto:chipmeriam@comcast.net
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COLUSA SHASTA SUBDIVISION

Cone &  Kimble Warehouses 1, 2 & 3,
and Jose Freley Company, all originally 

built as flats.

continued on page 10
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Walt reports he wasn’t satisfied with the building flats as shown on 
the previous page. So, here are the results of his re-build into three-
dimensional models. He also separated Clone & Kimble 2 & 3 
because a street ran between them. The re-created street scene is 
the lower right photo.
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Remanso de Paz & Western

Cincinnati

San Diego

Mojave

“We have passenger trains ready to roll in Cincinnati, 
we have freight trains in San Diego and Mojave--new 
batteries in all of our NCE controllers.” Thus 
declared Jason Roye a day or so before the inaugural 
OP session for the Remanso de Paz & Western 
railroad.

The HO scale RdeP&W runs a point-to-point route 
from San Diego, CA to Cincinnati, OH over the lines 
of Union Pacific, Southern Pacific, and Santa Fe. 

On Saturday, June 27, the railroad came to life with 
the help of nine Sierra Division members:
Jason Roye, Tobin Roye, Ken Roye –all from Chico
Len Railey - Auburn
Emanuel Petrisor - Susanville
Dave Neighbors – North Highlands
Dave Kronick - Orland
Mike Hamlin – Orland
Chip Meriam - Chico

This was the first “formal” operating session with multiple jobs, train orders, and a loose timetable. It was 
mostly through-trains from Cincinnati to Mojave and vice-versa. Even though we ran without signals are 
communication with a dispatcher, the group managed to get the trains over the line without any serious 
mishaps. A morning session lasted from 10:00 until about 11:45, when The Royes treated the crew to a 
lunch of Jersey Mjke’s® sandwiches, chips, and soft drinks. A short afternoon session and “re-set” lased 
until about 2:30. See some of the action on the following pages.

continued on page 10
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Calexico / MexicaliCrew members during morning briefing.
(left to right) Dave Kronich, Jason Roye, Dave 

Neighbors, Emanuel Petrisor, Mike Hamlin

Cincinnati Union Terminal The back streets of Cincinnati. Fully detailed and 
weathered structures show Tobin Roye’s 

expertise.

Mike Hamlin inspecting refers at Mojave yard.

continued on page 10
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Dave Kronick at the throttle of UP Big Boy as she rounds Mormon 
Rocks with a string of refers headed for Mojave.

Engine house at Mojave.

continued on page 10
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Jason Roye explains the helix control panel to 
Dave Kronick and Chip Meriam

The helix panel. See? Clear as mud!

The hosts: (l-r) Tobin, Ken, and Jason Roye
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HAPPY 250, 
AMERICA

East Ely, NV – 09/25/2025                         photo: Jacob Lyman
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