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Sierra Division

Callboard

PCR business or questions:
PCR President
Chip Meriam

chipmeriam@comcast.com
(530) 228-1544

Director, Sierra Division
Mike Hamlin

hamlin6250@gmail.com
(530) 526-4408

Sierra Division business, questions, or to 
volunteer to give a clinic, for membership 
problems,

 Superintendent
Dave McBrayer

david.mcbrayer9@gmail.com
(510) 882-4326

To volunteer your layout for a tour or 
“Timetable” entries:

Chief Clerk
Dave Fryman

fryperson@hotmail.com
(925) 360 1377

Paymaster
Michael Eldridge

meldridge2000@gmail.com
(408) 663-2019

SHORT LINE Editor 
Chip Meriam

chipmeriam@comcast.net
(530) 899-2609

Contest Chairperson
Mike Hamlin

hamlin6250@gmail.com
(530) 526-4408

Membership Chairperson
VACANT

For Golden  Spike or NMRA 
AP Certificate questions:
Achievement Program

Dave Bayless
(530) 613-5784

Webmaster
Michael Eldridge

meldridge2000@gmail.com
(408) 663-2019

Short Line is published quarterly by the 
Sierra Division of the Pacific Coast Region 
of the National Association. Material may 
be reprinted with permission.
Articles, photos, tips, or ideas are heartily 
encouraged and will be enthusiastically 
accepted! The preferred format would be in 
Rich Text Format (RTF), with photos as 
JPEGs, but we will accept any format (from 
a PC or Mac; MS Word, Simple Text, typed, 
or handwritten). Send it to your editor by 
regular mail to Short Line, 2260 Cherry 
Glenn Ct., Chico, CA 95926 or by email to : 
chipmeriam@comcast.net   If e-mailing put 
EDITOR in the subject line.

From The Superintendent

Members of the Sierra Division met at the 

Tidewater Southern Model Railroad Club at the 

San Joaquin County Fairgrounds on August 29.  

Among the happenings there:  Sierra Division 

held a short business meeting.  The Minutes of 

the meeting will be distributed separately.  

Brandon Salas, President of the TSMRC, was 

awarded “Sierra Division Member of the Year” 

for 2025.  A bit late but better than never. The 

Tidewater Southern layout was open for 

“backoffice” viewing by the Sierra Division members present.  The 

main part of the layout is HO scale.  Recently, the Club has added an 

N scale scene. There has been a lot of work completed in the past 

year.  Bravo. 

While not a strictly Sierra Division event, Colfax celebrated their 

“Railroad Days” on September 12 and 13.  Were you able to attend?  

I hope so.  Among the nine model railroad groups present, Sierra 

Division was represented: “European Train Enthusiasts” and the 

group Michael Eldridge and I model with, “Bay Area S Scalers”, 

were present showing their operating layouts.  Prototype railroading 

was also present, AMTRAK’s California Zephyr and Union Pacific’s 

freight operations and a “show train” led by a Heritage-painted 

SD70-series locomotive.  Railroad Days is a great family outing that 

is ‘kid friendly’.

Don’t forget to check the PCR calendar on the website for Sierra 

Division ZOOM meetings, November’s “International Railfair” at 

Cal Expo, and the 2027 PCR Convention at Reno hosted by Sierra 

Division.

Until next time,

Dave McBrayer

Superintendent – PCR Sierra Division.
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From The editor
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You should notice this issue is quite sparse—at least by our typical standards.

Why? (you may ask)…

Simply put, very little content was received from Sierra Division members. While 

I thank Dave McBrayer, Brandon Salas, and Tom Campbell for their contributions,

we’re missing articles and news item submissions from anywhere else throughout 

the division. With a total membership of 207, there should be more than 3 folks 

with something to say. So, to paraphrase an infamous American politician, let’s 

hear from the “silent majority.”

Beyond just helping your editor fill the “white space”, why bother with preparing and submitting 

articles?

1.) Documenting and photographing a small (or large) modeling project actually makes you a 

better modeler. The process of explaining how and why you did something a certain way is one of 

the best in-roads to mastering your topic.

2.) Writing is a creative activity. Those of us in this great hobby are nothing if not creative. The 

sheer satisfaction of creating something to share, and seeing it in print, is a huge charge!

3.) Developing articles or announcing upcoming events serves our hobby. Think of all the hobby-

related articles you’ve read yourself over the years. Is your enjoyment of model railroading not 

enhanced by such reading? In order for us to read, someone must first write!

4.) If you’re involved with the Achievement Program, take notice of the “Model Railroad Author” 

certificate. This is easily earned by submitting articles and preparing clinics for presentation. I’ve 

noticed that just about every Master Model Railroader recipient has listed the Author certificate as 

one of the seven required.

So there you have it. Five good reasons (if you count making the editor happy) to start submitting 

articles and news-worthy content to your divisional hobby publication!



Sierra Division continues to have online meets via 

ZOOM or Google Meet. Future online meets will be 

held the second Saturday of each month when an in-

person meet is not scheduled.

UPCOMING ONLINE MEETS

(all beginning at 10:30 AM)

Nov. 13, 2026

Dec. 12, 2026
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Wed thru Fri  12:00 PM to 5:00 PM

Saturday 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Sierra Division events appear on the PCR Calendar. If you would like for 

Sierra Division and PCR events to appear in your personal calendar, you 

can link to the PCR calendar on the web.

This will work if you use Google Calendar, Outlook, or Apple's Calendar 

app. Go to https://www.pcrnmra.net/link-to-the-pcr-calendar/ for 

instructions on how to link to the PCR Calendar. Events placed on the PCR 

calendar will automatically appear in your calendar also. Questions or need 

help? meldridge2000@gmail.com
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✓ Three Day Program
✓ Clinics
✓ Make & Take Workshops
✓ Layout Tours
✓ Operating Sessions
✓ Contests
✓ Excursions
✓ Swap Meet
✓ Free Companion Fare

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN. GO TO: 
https://pcrnmra.regfox.com/pcr-2027-convention
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The Puget Sound Express 2027 NMRA National 
Convention will be held at the Tacoma Convention 
Center from Tuesday, August 10 through Sunday, 
August 15. We are planning a first-class gathering for 
model railroaders from throughout the Pacific 
Northwest, and we invite our friends from across North 
America and around the world to join us for PRX 2027.

The convention website, https://2027.NMRA.org, 
features videos, program information, registration 
details, and a sign-up form for the convention 
newsletter. Registration is now open. Early-bird 
registration is $150 for NMRA members and $175 for 
nonmembers. The Marriott Tacoma Downtown and the 
Hotel Murano will serve as the convention’s host 
hotels. Information about special convention room 
rates will be sent to registered attendees.

We have already identified more than 60 layouts that will be open to convention visitors, with approximately 
half prepared to host operating sessions. More than 100 activities are currently being developed, including 
hands-on make-and-take tutorials. The program will also feature several Modeling with the Masters sessions, 
beginning a day early on Monday, August 9.

The National Train Show will take place at the Tacoma Convention Center on Saturday and Sunday, August 14 
and 15.

A hub of railroad activity for well over a century, the host city of Tacoma, Washington remains a busy rail 
center serving more than 50 trains each day. From the city’s location at the heart of Puget Sound, visitors will 
have access to a wide variety of PSX 2027 events and activities, as well as the region’s dramatic scenery and 
natural wonders. Tacoma is easily reached from the north, east, and south by car, air, or train.

We welcome your participation. If you are interested in presenting a clinic, volunteering, or serving on one of 
the organizing committees, please complete our interest form here. We will need A LOT of volunteers. To 
receive the latest convention news, program announcements, and registration updates, visit our website and 
click on the button at the bottom of the page to sign up for the 2027 NMRA Convention Newsletter.

https://2027.nmra.org/
https://2027.nmra.org/
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AUGUST MEET - STOCKTON

Here are a few candid photos from the August 29 meet at Tidewater 
Southern in Stockton.

Brandon Salas (right) receives the 2026 Member of the Year 

Award from Division Superintendent, Dave McBrayer.
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The Sierra Division, PCR-NMRA is making available to Sierra Division members a “kit” containing the 

necessary tools and instructions to complete the part 3 requirements of the NMRA Model Railroad Engineer – 

Civil Certificate. More information on the requirement is at: www.nmra.org/civil

The Kit:

The kit includes tools and templates sufficient to create the following (you only need to construct 3): 

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Right-hand turnout 

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Left-hand turnout 

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Single crossover 

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Double crossover 

HO Scale #5, Code 83 Crossing 14 degree 

How the System Works: 

· Reservations are on a first-come, first-served basis. All reservations will be for a calendar month. Requests must 

be sent to louiesqd@att.net. 

· The kit will be shipped via UPS on the first day of the month. Arrival should be within 2-3 days. 

· The member may use the kit for what should be, about three weeks. 

· The member must ship the kit back, postage pre-paid by the 25th of the month. This will allow us time to check 

and clean the kit and still send it out again on the first of the month. Zip ties and address information will be 

included in the kit. Return the kit to:

  Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776.

Reservations:

The rental fee and deposit must be received by the 15th of the preceding month.

The rental fee for the kit is $25.00 by separate check. This will cover the cost of shipping the kit to the 

member, cleaning costs and additional packaging as needed. 

A deposit in the amount of $500.00 must be included by separate check. This check will NOT be deposited 

unless the kit is not returned. When the kit is returned, the check will be destroyed. 

Mail both checks, made payable to the Sierra Division, to: 

 Lou Anderson, 100 Buddy Drive, Woodland, CA 95776. 

Preparation/Supplies:

Be prepared. Have all supplies ready and on-hand in advance of the arrival of the kit. You will need: 

Micro-Engineering Code 83 NON-weathered rail, have extra on hand. 

Small diameter solder. 

Soldering iron, min 35 watts.

Instructions and a DVD are including in the kit or you can go to https://www.handlaidtrack.com/ for more 

information.

Responsibilities:

 · The member is responsible for loss and all damage to the contents of the kit. If you break it, or damage it 

beyond further use, notify us immediately at louiesqd@att.net. Be prepared to include a check in the amounts 

listed above to cover the cost of replacement. 

· Please notify us as soon as possible if you wish to cancel your reservation so that we can offer it to another 

member.

If you have questions, please direct them to Lou Anderson at louiesqd@att.net. or Chip Meriam at 

chipmeriam@comcast.net.  
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